
Transform Your Stories with Powerful Narrative Techniques 
 
### Exemplar Breakdown: "The Samba and the Striker" 
 
**1. The Journey Begins** 
 
- A rusty Volkswagen Beetle on a dusty Brazilian road 
- Three friends embarking on a cross-country adventure 
- The excitement of potentially seeing Pelé play 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "João coaxed the spluttering Volkswagen Beetle up yet another dusty hill, the engine 
protesting with each gear change. 'Come on, old girl,' he muttered, patting the dashboard 
affectionately. In the rear-view mirror, he could see Maria and Carlos animatedly debating 
Pelé's goal-scoring record, their voices barely audible over the rattling of loose bolts and the 
whistle of wind through poorly sealed windows." 
 
2. "The road stretched endlessly before them, a ribbon of faded asphalt cutting through lush 
green fields. Maria hung her arm out the window, feeling the warm Brazilian air rush 
between her fingers. 'Do you think we'll really see him?' she asked, her voice tinged with 
equal parts excitement and disbelief. Carlos grinned from the backseat, 'See him? We're 
going to meet him! I can feel it in my bones.'" 
 
3. "As they passed a group of children playing football in a makeshift pitch by the roadside, 
João honked the horn. The kids waved enthusiastically, one of them attempting a bicycle kick 
in imitation of their hero. 'That'll be Pelé in a few days,' Carlos laughed. The Beetle lurched 
forward, fuelled as much by their dreams as by its sputtering engine, carrying them towards 
São Paulo and the promise of witnessing greatness." 
 
**2. Roadside Revelations** 
 
- An unexpected breakdown in a small village 
- Locals sharing stories of Pelé's humble beginnings 
- The friends' growing appreciation for their nation's spirit 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Smoke billowed from under the Beetle's hood as João guided it into a tiny village, the 
engine giving one final cough before dying completely. As they pushed it to the side of the 
dirt road, an old man approached, wiping his hands on a grease-stained rag. 'Trouble?' he 
asked, already bending to examine the engine. 'You've come to the right place. Did you know 
Pelé's first coach used to live here? He could fix anything – cars, games, lives.'" 
 
2. "While they waited for parts to arrive, Maria found herself entranced by the stories 
flowing as freely as the homemade cachaça in the village's only bar. 'Pelé?' chuckled a 
weathered woman, her eyes twinkling. 'I remember when he was just Edson, playing with a 



sock stuffed with newspaper because his family couldn't afford a real ball. But oh, the magic 
in his feet, even then!'" 
 
3. "As the sun set, casting long shadows across the village square, João watched a group of 
children playing football with a battered can. Their bare feet kicked up dust, their faces 
etched with fierce concentration and joy. 'I think I understand now,' he murmured to his 
friends. 'It's not just about Pelé. It's about this – this spirit, this love for the game that flows 
through all of Brazil.'" 
 
**3. The Stadium's Siren Call** 
 
- Arriving in São Paulo amidst pre-game chaos 
- The electric atmosphere of the crowded streets 
- A chance encounter that changes their plans 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "São Paulo erupted around them in a sea of yellow and green, chants echoing off 
buildings as fans streamed towards the stadium. João inched the Beetle forward, navigating 
through streets more congested than he'd ever seen. A vendor slapped their window, 
offering flags and scarves. 'It's madness!' Maria laughed, her eyes wide with excitement. 
'Beautiful madness!'" 
 
2. "They abandoned the car blocks from the stadium, joining the throng of supporters. The 
air thrummed with energy, a palpable electricity that sent shivers down their spines. Drums 
pounded, voices raised in song, and strangers embraced like long-lost friends. Carlos caught 
a whiff of grilling meat and coffee from a nearby stall. 'This,' he declared, 'is what heaven 
smells like.'" 
 
3. "As they searched for a way into the packed stadium, a boy no older than ten darted in 
front of them, nearly causing a collision. João reached out to steady him, and the boy's eyes 
lit up. 'You want to see Pelé?' he asked, a mischievous grin spreading across his face. 'I know 
a secret way in...' The friends exchanged glances, torn between caution and the irresistible 
allure of adventure." 
 
**4. Glimpse of a Legend** 
 
- Sneaking into the stadium through a hidden entrance 
- The awe-inspiring moment of seeing Pelé on the field 
- A close call with security that forces them to flee 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "The boy led them through a maze of narrow passages, the roar of the crowd growing 
louder with each turn. Suddenly, they emerged into blinding sunlight, squinting as their eyes 
adjusted. There, impossibly close, was the field – and on it, warming up with balletic grace, 
was Pelé himself. João felt his breath catch in his throat, scarcely believing his eyes." 



 
2. "Maria clutched João's arm, her fingers digging into his skin. 'Look at him move,' she 
whispered, awe-struck. Pelé danced with the ball, each touch precise and purposeful. Even 
in practice, he radiated an otherworldly talent that held them spellbound. For a moment, 
they forgot to breathe, lost in the presence of greatness." 
 
3. "A shout from behind shattered their reverie. 'Hey! You can't be here!' Carlos spun around 
to see a security guard advancing, face thunderous. 'Time to go!' he yelped, grabbing his 
friends' hands. They sprinted back the way they came, hearts pounding, the guard's 
footsteps echoing behind them. As they burst out of the stadium, they collapsed against 
each other, breathless with laughter and exhilaration." 
 
**5. The Long Drive Home** 
 
- Escaping the stadium, full of adrenaline and laughter 
- Reflecting on their adventure and what they've learned 
- A newfound appreciation for dreams, both big and small 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Hours later, speeding down a moonlit highway, the friends couldn't stop grinning. The 
Beetle's headlights cut through the darkness, illuminating a path home and casting long 
shadows of possibility. 'We might not have seen the full match,' João said, breaking the 
comfortable silence, 'but we saw something magical today.'" 
 
2. "As fields and small towns flashed by outside the windows, Maria hummed a gentle 
samba. 'You know,' she mused, 'I used to think Pelé was some kind of untouchable god. But 
after today, after all we've seen... he's still incredible, but he's also just a man. A man who 
worked hard and followed his dreams.'" 
 
3. "The first light of dawn was breaking as they neared their hometown. Carlos leaned 
forward from the backseat, resting a hand on each of his friends' shoulders. 'Maybe we 
didn't see Pelé score,' he said softly, 'but we scored something even better. We saw Brazil's 
heart today – in that village, in São Paulo, in each other.' João nodded, pressing the 
accelerator. Their adventure wasn't over – it was just beginning." 
 
### Writing Prompt: 
 
Imagine you're a teenager in 1960s Brazil, embarking on a road trip with friends to see your 
favourite musician perform. Write a story that captures the excitement of the journey, an 
unexpected detour, and a brief but unforgettable encounter with your idol. Focus on vivid 
sensory details and the emotional journey of the characters. Use at least five words from the 
vocabulary list in your narrative. 
 
### Vocabulary List (20 words with meanings): 
 
1. Saudade: A deep emotional state of nostalgic longing for something or someone absent 



2. Capoeira: An Afro-Brazilian martial art that combines elements of dance and acrobatics 
3. Favela: A low-income, unregulated neighbourhood in Brazilian urban areas 
4. Cachaça: A distilled spirit made from fermented sugarcane juice 
5. Samba: A Brazilian musical genre and dance style 
6. Jeitinho: The Brazilian way of finding a way around rules or conventions 
7. Pantanal: A large tropical wetland area in Brazil 
8. Carioca: A native inhabitant of Rio de Janeiro 
9. Churrasco: Brazilian-style barbecue 
10. Gaúcho: A cowboy from southern Brazil 
11. Carnaval: A festive season before Lent, celebrated with parades and street parties 
12. Bossa nova: A style of Brazilian jazz music 
13. Cordel: A popular and inexpensive form of printed folk literature 
14. Caipirinha: Brazil's national cocktail, made with cachaça, sugar, and lime 
15. Jacaranda: A genus of tropical trees known for their vibrant purple flowers 
16. Lambada: A sensual Brazilian dance style 
17. Feijoada: A stew of beans with beef and pork, a traditional Brazilian dish 
18. Quilombo: A Brazilian hinterland settlement founded by people of African origin 
19. Garimpeiro: A prospector or small-scale gold miner in Brazil 
20. Baiana: A woman from the state of Bahia, or a style of traditional dress 
 
 
### Exemplar Response: "Echoes of Bossa Nova" 
 
The gentle purr of our borrowed Chevrolet Impala filled the air as we cruised down the coast 
towards Rio de Janeiro. It was 1964, and the saudade for João Gilberto's smooth bossa nova 
rhythms had drawn us like a magnet. Mariana, Pedro, and I had been saving for months, 
scraping together enough cruzeiros for this pilgrimage to see the man who had put Brazilian 
music on the world stage. 
 
Our journey took an unexpected turn when the Impala's engine began to sputter just 
outside a small coastal town. As we coasted to a stop, the scent of churrasco wafted through 
the air, making our stomachs growl. A group of friendly locals, noting our Rio-bound license 
plate, invited us to join their beachside feast. Over plates piled high with succulent meat and 
to the rhythm of impromptu samba, we shared our mission. An elderly man with twinkling 
eyes leaned in, "João Gilberto? My nephew works at the studio where he records. Perhaps I 
could make a call?" 
 
The next morning, giddy with excitement and nursing slight caipirinhas hangovers, we found 
ourselves outside a nondescript building in the heart of Rio. The nephew, Paulo, ushered us 
inside with a conspiratorial wink. "Quiet now," he whispered, leading us down a dimly lit 
hallway. Suddenly, the air was filled with the most beautiful, melancholic guitar notes I'd 
ever heard. We peered through a small window into the recording booth, and there he was 
– João Gilberto himself, eyes closed, lost in his music. 
 
For a few precious minutes, we stood transfixed, hardly daring to breathe. The spell was 
broken by a shout from down the hall. "Who are you? You can't be here!" Paulo's eyes went 
wide. "Time to go!" he hissed, hustling us towards a back exit. As we burst out into the alley, 



the sound of running footsteps not far behind, we couldn't help but laugh at the sheer 
absurdity and joy of the moment. 
 
Hours later, as we lounged on Copacabana beach, the setting sun painting the sky in vibrant 
hues, we replayed every second of our brief encounter. "We may not have seen a full 
concert," Mariana mused, sand between her toes, "but we heard the soul of bossa nova 
today." Pedro nodded, strumming an imaginary guitar. "And we lived our own little 
adventure worthy of a song." I closed my eyes, letting the crash of waves mingle with the 
memory of Gilberto's guitar. Our road trip hadn't gone as planned, but it had given us 
something far more valuable – a moment of pure, unexpected magic that would echo in our 
hearts forever. 


