#1 (First paragraph): a. Strengths:

e Vivid scene-setting that establishes the mediaeval setting
e Interesting protagonist introduction with a unique name

b. Weaknesses: Main issue: Awkward phrasing and unclear character description Your
opening paragraph contains some awkward phrasing that disrupts the flow of the
narrative. For instance, the phrase "his name pretty much said what he was, but he
was," is confusing and doesn't effectively convey information about Stone. Additionally,
the transition from describing Stone's daily activities to his discovery of the tome feels
abrupt.

c. Exemplar: "Stone Winterlame, a young scribe with a keen intellect and poetic
prowess, spent his days transcribing manuscripts and his nights crafting verses by
candlelight in the heart of mediaeval England."

#2 (Third paragraph): a. Strengths:

e Clear exposition of the kingdom's dire situation
e Introduction of the king as a character

b. Weaknesses: Main issue: Telling rather than showing Your paragraph relies heavily
on direct statements to convey the kingdom's state, missing opportunities for more
engaging descriptive writing. For example, "The coffers were empty, the fields barren,
and the people despondent” tells the reader about the situation rather than allowing
them to experience it through more vivid imagery.

c. Exemplar: "King Frederick, his crown weighing heavily upon his greying head, gazed
out at the withered fields and empty market stalls, the quiet desperation of his subjects
palpable in the air."

#3 (Sixth paragraph): a. Strengths:

e Introduction of conflict through the antagonist Lord Maldrake
e Advancement of the plot through political intrigue

b. Weaknesses: Main issue: Underdeveloped antagonist and rushed conflict Your
introduction of Lord Maldrake and the subsequent conflict feels rushed and lacks depth.
The description of Maldrake as a "cunning 'noble' with master plans of his own" doesn't
provide enough detail to make him a compelling antagonist. The progression from



Maldrake's introduction to his near-success in undermining Stone happens too quickly,
without sufficient development.

c. Exemplar: "Lord Maldrake, his piercing eyes gleaming with ambition, observed
Stone's growing influence with mounting unease. With each whispered rumour and
carefully placed doubt, he began to weave a web of suspicion around the young scribe."

Actionable task: Rewrite the opening paragraph, focusing on creating a smoother
introduction of Stone Winterlame. Ensure you provide clear, engaging details about his
character and role in the town without relying on awkward phrasing or unclear
descriptions.

Overall score: 41/50



