
Elevate Your Non-Fiction with the Right Words for Every Subject 
 
### Exemplar: "Mastering Non-Fiction Across Disciplines" 
 
**1. Scientific Writing** 
 
- Use of precise, technical language 
- Incorporating data and statistics 
- Maintaining an objective tone 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "The study, published in the peer-reviewed journal Nature, demonstrates a statistically 
significant correlation (p < 0.001) between increased atmospheric CO2 levels and global 
mean temperature rise." 
 
2. "Quantum entanglement, a phenomenon Einstein famously referred to as 'spooky action 
at a distance,' challenges our classical understanding of physics by suggesting that particles 
can instantaneously influence each other regardless of the distance between them." 
 
3. "The CRISPR-Cas9 gene-editing technique has revolutionised genetic engineering by 
allowing for precise modifications to DNA sequences, opening up new possibilities in 
treating genetic disorders and enhancing crop resilience." 
 
**2. Political Writing** 
 
- Balancing objectivity with persuasion 
- Using rhetorical devices effectively 
- Referencing current events and historical context 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "The proposed legislation, reminiscent of the New Deal policies of the 1930s, aims to 
address income inequality through a combination of progressive taxation and expanded 
social programs." 
 
2. "In an era of increasing polarisation, bipartisanship has become a rare commodity on 
Capitol Hill. However, the recent climate bill, passed with support from both sides of the 
aisle, suggests that common ground can still be found on issues of national importance." 
 
3. "The geopolitical implications of the conflict in Eastern Europe extend far beyond regional 
borders, potentially reshaping global alliances and challenging the post-Cold War 
international order." 
 
**3. Philosophical Writing** 
 
- Engaging with complex ideas and abstract concepts 



- Using logical arguments and thought experiments 
- Referencing influential thinkers and schools of thought 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Kant's categorical imperative, which posits that one should 'act only according to that 
maxim by which you can at the same time will that it should become a universal law,' 
provides a framework for ethical decision-making that transcends cultural and temporal 
boundaries." 
 
2. "The trolley problem, a thought experiment in ethics, illuminates the tension between 
utilitarian and deontological approaches to morality by forcing us to confront the moral 
weight of action versus inaction in life-or-death scenarios." 
 
3. "Existentialism, as articulated by philosophers such as Sartre and Camus, grapples with 
the human condition in a seemingly absurd universe, emphasising individual freedom and 
the responsibility to create meaning in one's life." 
 
**4. Appealing to Authority** 
 
- Citing respected experts and institutions 
- Using authoritative sources and peer-reviewed research 
- Demonstrating familiarity with key figures in the field 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "According to Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, 'Vaccination remains our most effective tool in combating the spread of COVID-19 
and its variants.'" 
 
2. "A recent meta-analysis published in The Lancet, one of the world's oldest and most 
respected medical journals, synthesised data from over 50 studies to conclude that..." 
 
3. "As Nobel laureate economist Paul Krugman argues in his New York Times column, 'The 
long-term economic benefits of investing in green technology far outweigh the short-term 
costs.'" 
 
**5. Establishing Credibility** 
 
- Demonstrating thorough research and understanding 
- Acknowledging counterarguments and limitations 
- Using a measured, authoritative tone 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 



1. "While proponents of the theory argue X, it's important to note that several peer-
reviewed studies have found Y. This suggests that the relationship between X and Y may be 
more complex than initially thought." 
 
2. "Drawing on data from the World Bank, OECD, and national statistical agencies, this 
analysis provides a comprehensive overview of global economic trends over the past 
decade." 
 
3. "It's crucial to acknowledge the limitations of this study, including its relatively small 
sample size and potential selection bias. However, the consistency of these findings with 
previous research lends credence to the overall conclusions." 
 
### Writing Prompt: 
 
Choose a current issue in either science, politics, or philosophy. Write a brief essay (300-350 
words) on this topic, demonstrating your ability to use subject-specific jargon, appeal to 
authority, and establish credibility. Your essay should be informative and persuasive, suitable 
for an educated general audience. 
 
### Vocabulary List (20 words with meanings): 
 
1. Empirical: Based on, concerned with, or verifiable by observation or experience rather 
than theory or pure logic 
2. Paradigm: A typical example or pattern of something; a model 
3. Epistemic: Relating to knowledge or to the degree of its validation 
4. Realpolitik: A system of politics or principles based on practical rather than moral or 
ideological considerations 
5. Dialectic: The art of investigating or discussing the truth of opinions 
6. Ontology: The branch of metaphysics dealing with the nature of being 
7. Zeitgeist: The defining spirit or mood of a particular period of history as shown by the 
ideas and beliefs of the time 
8. Hermeneutics: The theory and methodology of interpretation, especially of scriptural 
texts 
9. Pedagogy: The method and practice of teaching, especially as an academic subject or 
theoretical concept 
10. Praxis: The process by which a theory, lesson, or skill is enacted, embodied, or realised 
11. Heuristic: Enabling someone to discover or learn something for themselves 
12. Axiom: A statement or proposition which is regarded as being established, accepted, or 
self-evidently true 
13. Phenomenology: The philosophical study of the structures of experience and 
consciousness 
14. Syllogism: An instance of a form of reasoning in which a conclusion is drawn from two 
given or assumed propositions 
15. Epistemology: The theory of knowledge, especially with regard to its methods, validity, 
and scope 
16. Teleology: The explanation of phenomena by the purpose they serve rather than by 
postulated causes 



17. Determinism: The doctrine that all events, including human action, are ultimately 
determined by causes external to the will 
18. Reductionism: The practice of analysing and describing a complex phenomenon in terms 
of its simple or fundamental constituents 
19. Falsifiability: The capability of a theory or hypothesis to be proven false by observation 
or experiment 
20. Utilitarianism: The doctrine that actions are right if they are useful or for the benefit of a 
majority 
 
### Exemplar Essay: "The Promise and Perils of Artificial General Intelligence" 
 
The rapid advancement of artificial intelligence (AI) has brought us to the precipice of what 
many experts believe could be the most significant technological leap in human history: the 
development of Artificial General Intelligence (AGI). Unlike narrow AI systems designed for 
specific tasks, AGI would possess the capacity for human-like reasoning across a broad 
spectrum of domains. This paradigm shift in machine intelligence holds immense promise 
but also presents profound challenges that demand careful consideration. 
 
The potential benefits of AGI are staggering. According to Dr. Stuart Russell, professor of 
computer science at UC Berkeley and author of "Human Compatible: Artificial Intelligence 
and the Problem of Control," AGI could "solve problems beyond human capabilities in areas 
such as scientific research, economic planning, and environmental protection." Indeed, the 
ability to process and synthesise vast amounts of data could lead to breakthroughs in fields 
ranging from medicine to climate science. However, the development of AGI also raises 
significant ethical and existential concerns. 
 
One of the primary challenges in AGI development is ensuring alignment with human values 
and goals. The concept of value alignment, as articulated by AI safety researcher Eliezer 
Yudkowsky, posits that advanced AI systems must be designed to pursue objectives that are 
beneficial to humanity. This is not a trivial task, as human values are complex, often 
contradictory, and challenging to codify into algorithmic form. The potential consequences 
of misalignment could be catastrophic, ranging from unintended negative outcomes to 
existential risks for humanity. 
 
Critics of AGI development, including prominent figures like Elon Musk, have warned of the 
potential for an "intelligence explosion," where an AGI system rapidly improves itself, leading 
to superintelligence that far surpasses human cognitive abilities. This scenario, often 
referred to as the "singularity," could render human decision-making obsolete and 
potentially threaten our existence if not carefully managed. 
 
Despite these concerns, research into AGI continues apace. OpenAI, a leading AI research 
laboratory, has made significant strides in developing more general AI systems, as evidenced 
by their GPT (Generative Pre-trained Transformer) models. While these systems are still far 
from true AGI, they demonstrate the rapid progress in the field and the need for proactive 
governance frameworks. 
 



As we stand on the brink of this technological revolution, it is imperative that we approach 
AGI development with both optimism and caution. Interdisciplinary collaboration between 
computer scientists, ethicists, policymakers, and other stakeholders is crucial to ensuring 
that AGI becomes a tool for human flourishing rather than a threat to our existence. The 
path forward requires not just technological innovation, but also a deep reflection on what it 
means to be human in an age of intelligent machines. 
 
This essay demonstrates: 
1. Use of subject-specific jargon (e.g., AGI, narrow AI, value alignment) 
2. Appeals to authority (quoting Dr. Stuart Russell, mentioning Eliezer Yudkowsky and Elon 
Musk) 
3. Establishment of credibility through reference to current research and developments 
(OpenAI, GPT models) 
4. A balanced approach, discussing both potential benefits and risks 
5. Use of vocabulary from the list (paradigm shift, existential) 
 
The essay is informative and persuasive, suitable for an educated general audience 
interested in the current state and implications of AI development. 


