
Learn the Art of Juicy Writing 
 
### Exemplar: Learn the Art of Juicy Writing 
 
#### Introduction 
 
Juicy writing is vivid, engaging, and brings stories to life. It involves using specific techniques 
to create rich, memorable prose that captivates readers. This lesson focuses on four key 
elements: human reaction, magical words, human verbs, and specificities. 
 
#### Narrative Outline 
 
1. Understanding Human Reaction 
2. Harnessing Magical Words 
3. Employing Human Verbs 
4. Mastering Specificities 
5. Combining Elements for Maximum Impact 
 
--- 
 
#### Breakdown 
 
**1. Understanding Human Reaction** 
 
**What It Means:** 
- Describing authentic emotional and physical responses 
- Showing rather than telling how characters feel 
- Creating relatable moments for readers 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Instead of writing 'Sarah was scared,' try 'Sarah's heart thundered in her chest, her palms 
slick with cold sweat as she peered around the dark corner.' This shows the physical 
manifestations of fear, allowing readers to experience it with Sarah." 
 
2. "When describing a character's surprise, consider unexpected reactions. 'John's eyebrows 
shot up, and a bark of laughter escaped him before he could clamp his hand over his mouth.' 
This unique response feels more authentic than a generic description." 
 
3. "Layer reactions for complexity. 'Emma's stomach twisted with a mix of excitement and 
dread as she opened the letter. Her fingers trembled, and she bit her lip, tasting the metallic 
tang of blood.' This combination of emotional and physical reactions creates a vivid picture." 
 
**2. Harnessing Magical Words** 
 
**What They Are:** 
- Words with strong sensory associations 



- Unusual or evocative vocabulary 
- Terms that create instant imagery 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Replace generic words with more evocative ones. Instead of 'walked quickly,' try 
'scurried,' 'scampered,' or 'darted.' These magical words instantly create a more vivid picture 
in the reader's mind." 
 
2. "Use words that appeal to multiple senses. 'The cacophony of the bustling market 
assaulted her ears, while the pungent aroma of spices tickled her nose.' Words like 
'cacophony' and 'pungent' engage the reader's senses more effectively than 'loud' or 'strong-
smelling.'" 
 
3. "Don't shy away from unusual words, but use them judiciously. 'The petrichor rising from 
the rain-soaked earth transported her back to childhood summers.' A word like 'petrichor' 
(the smell of rain on dry earth) can add a touch of magic to your description." 
 
**3. Employing Human Verbs** 
 
**What They Are:** 
- Action words that people do 
- Verbs that convey emotion or intention 
- Words that create clear mental images 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Instead of 'He ate quickly,' try 'He wolfed down his meal, barely pausing to breathe 
between bites.' The verb 'wolfed' paints a much clearer picture of the action and implies the 
character's state of mind." 
 
2. "Use verbs that imply emotion. 'She caressed the old photograph, her fingers lingering on 
the faded faces.' The verb 'caressed' suggests tenderness and nostalgia more effectively than 
'touched' or 'held.'" 
 
3. "Combine human verbs with unexpected objects for impact. 'The wind fingers through the 
trees, plucking leaves like a harpist.' This personification brings the scene to life in an 
unusual and memorable way." 
 
**4. Mastering Specificities** 
 
**What They Are:** 
- Precise details that create authenticity 
- Unique characteristics or traits 
- Elements that ground the story in reality 
 
**Exemplars:** 



 
1. "Instead of a generic 'old car,' describe 'a rusted 1967 Chevy Impala with a cracked leather 
steering wheel and a hula girl bobblehead on the dashboard.' These specifics create a vivid 
image and can even imply character traits." 
 
2. "Use specific sensory details. Rather than 'The room smelled bad,' try 'The room reeked of 
stale cigarettes and cheap air freshener, a sickly-sweet combination that clung to the back of 
her throat.' This specificity allows readers to experience the scene more fully." 
 
3. "Include unique character traits or habits. 'He had a habit of tapping out the rhythm of 
'Stayin' Alive' on any available surface when he was nervous.' This specific detail makes the 
character more real and memorable." 
 
**5. Combining Elements for Maximum Impact** 
 
**Putting It All Together:** 
- Integrating all four elements in your writing 
- Balancing vivid description with pacing 
- Creating memorable, immersive prose 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Combine human reaction with human verbs and specificities: 'As the jury foreman stood, 
Emily's stomach lurched. She knotted her fingers in the hem of her faded Lucky Brand jeans, 
a nervous habit from childhood, and forced herself to breathe through her nose.'" 
 
2. "Mix magical words with human verbs and human reaction: 'The cacophony of the school 
bell catapulted Jake from his daydream. He fumbled with his dog-eared copy of 'The Catcher 
in the Rye,' nearly upending his desk in his haste to join the exodus of students.'" 
 
3. "Blend all elements: 'The aroma of sizzling garlic and ginger pirouetted through the 
kitchen, and Nana's eyes crinkled with delight. She pirouetted too, her faded floral apron 
twirling, as she reached for the battered wok that had seen four decades of family dinners.'" 
 
### Exercise/Activity 
 
Write a paragraph describing a character entering a new environment. Use at least one 
example each of human reaction, a magical word, a human verb, and a specificity. Then, 
swap with a partner and highlight where you see these elements in each other's writing. 
 
### Vocabulary List 
 
1. Evocative: Bringing strong images, memories, or feelings to mind 
2. Visceral: Characterised by or deep-seated feelings rather than intellect 
3. Tactile: Perceptible by touch; tangible 
4. Kinaesthetic: Relating to a person's awareness of the position and movement of the parts 
of the body 



5. Synaesthesia: A sensation produced in one modality when a stimulus is applied to another 
modality 
6. Onomatopoeia: The formation of a word from a sound associated with what is named 
7. Proprioception: Awareness of the position and movement of the body 
8. Vestibular: Relating to the perception of body position and movement 
9. Haptic: Relating to the sense of touch 
10. Gustatory: Relating to taste or the sense of taste 
11. Olfactory: Relating to the sense of smell 
12. Auditory: Relating to the sense of hearing 
13. Somatosensory: Relating to sensations from the skin and internal organs 
14. Vivid: Producing powerful feelings or strong, clear images in the mind 
15. Palpable: Able to be touched or felt; tangible 
16. Immersive: Providing, involving, or characterised by deep absorption or immersion in 
something 
17. Sensory: Relating to sensation or the physical senses 
18. Emotive: Expressing a person's feelings and emotions 
19. Atmospheric: Creating a distinctive mood, typically of romance, mystery, or nostalgia 
20. Textural: Relating to or having a characteristic structure or appearance 
 
### Example Sentences 
 
1. In "The Great Gatsby," Fitzgerald evokes the decadence of the 1920s with visceral 
descriptions: "The bar is in full swing, and floating rounds of cocktails permeate the garden 
outside, until the air is alive with chatter and laughter." 
 
2. Stephen King's tactile prose in "The Shining" makes readers feel the oppressive 
atmosphere: "The carpeting was thick, plush, and the walls were wallpapered with a heavy, 
rough texture that made them look like they were covered with wrinkled silk." 
 
3. In "The Bell Jar," Sylvia Plath uses kinaesthetic imagery to convey depression: "I felt very 
still and empty, the way the eye of a tornado must feel, moving dully along in the middle of 
the surrounding hullabaloo." 
 
4. Vladimir Nabokov, known for his synesthetic descriptions, writes in "Lolita": "The word 
'purple' was to me a specific purple-blue, and I was puzzled when I discovered that to other 
people it meant red-blue." 
 
5. The onomatopoeic prose in Edgar Allan Poe's "The Tell-Tale Heart" heightens tension: "It 
was a low, dull, quick sound -- much such a sound as a watch makes when enveloped in 
cotton." 
 
6. In "To the Lighthouse," Virginia Woolf's stream-of-consciousness style captures the 
proprioception of thought: "She felt... how life, from being made up of little separate 
incidents which one lived one by one, became curled and whole like a wave which bore one 
up with it and threw one down with it, there, with a dash on the beach." 
 



7. Haruki Murakami's surreal narrative in "The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle" often plays with 
vestibular sensations: "I closed my eyes and listened carefully for the descendants of those 
defeated spirits who might be lurking in the dark." 
 
8. Toni Morrison's haptic imagery in "Beloved" brings textures to life: "Men and women 
picked cotton like birds pecking for food, not looking up, not turning right or left. The grassy 
stones of Beloved's eyes." 
 
9. In "Like Water for Chocolate," Laura Esquivel uses gustatory descriptions to blend emotion 
and taste: "Tita was literally 'like water for chocolate' -- she was on the verge of boiling over. 
How irritable she was!" 
 
10. Cormac McCarthy's sparse yet evocative style in "The Road" creates a palpable sense of 
desolation: "Nights dark beyond darkness and the days more grey each one than what had 
gone before. Like the onset of some cold glaucoma dimming away the world." 


