
Make Your Writing Shine with Sentence Variety 
 
### Exemplar: "The Art of Sentence Variety" 
 
**1. Simple Sentences** 
 
- Short, impactful statements 
- Creating rhythm and emphasis 
- Using simple sentences for dramatic effect 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "The door slammed. Silence fell. Hearts raced." 
 
2. "She knew. He lied. Everything changed." 
 
3. "Simple sentences pack a punch. They create tension. They drive the narrative forward." 
 
**2. Compound Sentences** 
 
- Joining independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, 
or, yet, so) 
- Using semicolons to connect related ideas 
- Balancing longer sentences with shorter ones 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "The sun set behind the mountains, and the sky exploded into a canvas of oranges and 
purples." 
 
2. "He wanted to speak, but the words caught in his throat; the silence stretched between 
them like an impassable chasm." 
 
3. "The old house creaked and groaned in the wind, yet Sarah felt an inexplicable sense of 
comfort within its weathered walls." 
 
**3. Complex Sentences** 
 
- Using subordinating conjunctions (because, although, while, since, etc.) 
- Varying the placement of dependent clauses 
- Creating depth and nuance in your writing 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Although the evidence seemed overwhelming, Detective Chen couldn't shake the feeling 
that something was amiss." 
 



2. "The ancient tree, its bark gnarled and twisted by centuries of wind and rain, stood as a 
silent sentinel over the forgotten graveyard." 
 
3. "When the final note faded away, leaving only the echo of its haunting melody, Maria 
realised she had been holding her breath." 
 
**4. Compound-Complex Sentences** 
 
- Combining multiple independent and dependent clauses 
- Using punctuation to clarify complex ideas 
- Creating a sense of flow and connection between thoughts 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "As the storm raged outside, rattling the windows and howling through the eaves, John 
paced the hallway; he knew Sarah was out there somewhere, and he was powerless to help 
her." 
 
2. "The old man smiled, his eyes crinkling at the corners, for although his body had grown 
frail with age, his spirit remained as vibrant and mischievous as it had been in his youth." 
 
3. "While the city slept, unaware of the danger that lurked in the shadows, Detective Reyes 
and her team moved silently through the streets; they had one chance to stop the bomber, 
and failure was not an option." 
 
**5. Sentence Fragments and Stylistic Variations** 
 
- Using incomplete sentences for emphasis 
- Employing rhetorical questions and interjections 
- Experimenting with punctuation and structure for effect 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "A whisper in the dark. A flash of movement. Gone." 
 
2. "What if we're wrong? What if everything we believe is a lie? Unthinkable." 
 
3. "The crowd surged forward. Pushing, shoving, clawing. A sea of humanity with one goal: 
survival." 
 
### Writing Prompt: 
 
Write a short narrative (250-300 words) that incorporates all five types of sentence 
structures discussed above. Your story should focus on a character facing an unexpected 
challenge or revelation. Use vivid sensory details and vary your sentence structure to create 
a compelling rhythm and flow in your writing. 
 



### Vocabulary List (20 words with meanings): 
 
1. Cadence: A rhythmic flow of a sequence of sounds or words 
2. Syntax: The arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences 
3. Juxtaposition: The fact of two things being seen or placed close together with contrasting 
effect 
4. Parallelism: The use of successive verbal constructions in poetry or prose that correspond 
in grammatical structure 
5. Asyndeton: The omission of conjunctions between coordinate phrases, clauses, or words 
6. Polysyndeton: The use of several conjunctions in close succession 
7. Anaphora: The repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses 
8. Chiasmus: A rhetorical or literary figure in which words, grammatical constructions, or 
concepts are repeated in reverse order 
9. Epiphora: The repetition of a word or phrase at the end of successive clauses 
10. Zeugma: The use of a word to modify or govern two or more words when it is 
appropriate to only one of them 
11. Aposiopesis: A sudden breaking off in the midst of a sentence, as if from inability or 
unwillingness to proceed 
12. Hypotaxis: The subordination of one clause to another 
13. Parataxis: The placing of clauses or phrases one after another, without words to indicate 
coordination or subordination 
14. Ellipsis: The omission from speech or writing of a word or words that are superfluous or 
able to be understood from contextual clues 
15. Anacoluthon: A syntactical inconsistency within a sentence; a shift in an unfinished 
sentence from one syntactic construction to another 
16. Epistrophe: The repetition of the same word or words at the end of successive phrases, 
clauses or sentences 
17. Assonance: Resemblance of sound between syllables of nearby words, arising 
particularly from the rhyming of two or more stressed vowels 
18. Consonance: Agreement or compatibility between opinions or actions 
19. Euphony: The quality of being pleasing to the ear, especially through a harmonious 
combination of words 
20. Cacophony: A harsh, discordant mixture of sounds 
 
### Exemplar Narrative: "The Midnight Caller" 
 
The phone rang. Sarah bolted awake. Who could be calling at this hour? 
 
Heart pounding, she reached for the receiver. Her hand trembled as she lifted it to her ear. 
"Hello?" she whispered, her voice barely audible over the static on the line. 
 
At first, there was only silence. Then, a voice she hadn't heard in years crackled through the 
speaker. "Sarah, it's me. I need your help." Her brother, Michael, sounded desperate and 
afraid. 
 



Sarah's mind raced. Michael had disappeared five years ago, leaving behind a trail of debts 
and broken promises. Although she had tried to forget him, the sound of his voice brought a 
flood of memories rushing back. 
 
"Where are you?" she demanded, a mixture of concern and anger colouring her words. 
"What's going on?" 
 
"I can't explain over the phone," Michael replied, his voice dropping to an urgent whisper. 
"They might be listening. Please, Sarah. You're the only one I can trust." 
 
A chill ran down Sarah's spine. Who were 'they'? What had her brother gotten himself into 
this time? She wanted to help, but could she trust him after everything that had happened? 
 
As if sensing her hesitation, Michael continued, his words tumbling out in a rush. "I know 
I've made mistakes. I've hurt you. But this is bigger than me, bigger than us. Lives are at 
stake." 
 
Sarah closed her eyes, taking a deep breath. The sensible thing would be to hang up, to call 
the police. But something in Michael's voice – a vulnerability she'd never heard before – 
made her pause. 
 
"Where?" she asked, already knowing she would regret this decision. 
 
"The old boathouse by the lake. Midnight tomorrow. Come alone." 
 
The line went dead. Sarah stared at the phone in her hand, her mind whirling with questions 
and possibilities. What had she just agreed to? 
 
Outside, the wind howled, rattling the windows and sending shadows dancing across the 
walls. Sarah shivered, suddenly aware of how alone she was in the dark house. Whatever 
trouble Michael was in, she was now a part of it. 
 
Sleep was impossible now. As the first rays of dawn began to creep over the horizon, Sarah 
made her decision. She would go to the boathouse, but she wouldn't go unprepared. 
Whatever awaited her there, she would face it head-on. 
 
The clock ticked. Midnight approached. Sarah's journey into the unknown was about to 
begin. 
 
--- 
 
This narrative incorporates: 
 
1. Simple sentences: "The phone rang. Sarah bolted awake." 
2. Compound sentences: "Sarah closed her eyes, taking a deep breath." 
3. Complex sentences: "Although she had tried to forget him, the sound of his voice brought 
a flood of memories rushing back." 



4. Compound-complex sentences: "Outside, the wind howled, rattling the windows and 
sending shadows dancing across the walls." 
5. Sentence fragments and stylistic variations: "Sleep was impossible now." 
 
The story uses varied sentence structures to create rhythm and tension, employing short, 
punchy sentences for dramatic effect and longer, more complex sentences to convey 
detailed information and emotions. Certainly. Here's an exemplar response to the writing 
prompt, incorporating all five types of sentence structures and focusing on a character facing 
an unexpected challenge: 
 
 


