
Master Grammar with These Golden Rules 
 
### Introduction 
 
In the bustling Guangzhou Railway Station, 14-year-old Serbian chess prodigy Nikola finds 
himself lost and overwhelmed. As he navigates the labyrinth of corridors and platforms, 
each grammatical rule he encounters becomes a clue to find his way out. Nikola must use his 
analytical skills and newfound grammar knowledge to decode signs, understand 
announcements, and communicate with locals, all while racing against time to catch his train 
to the International Junior Chess Championship. 
 
### Narrative Outline 
 
1. The Confusing Arrival 
2. Decoding the Signs 
3. The Helpful Stranger 
4. The Race Against Time 
5. Finding the Right Platform 
 
--- 
 
### Breakdown 
 
**1. The Confusing Arrival** 
 
**Setting the Scene:** 
- The vast, crowded Guangzhou Railway Station 
- The cacophony of announcements in Mandarin and broken English 
- Nikola's disorientation and initial panic 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Nikola clutched his chess set close to his chest, his eyes darting from sign to 
incomprehensible sign. The station's enormity dwarfed him, a sea of hurrying bodies 
threatening to sweep him away. He took a deep breath, remembering his coach's words: 'In 
chess and in life, every problem has a solution.' Now, if only he could find the solution to this 
grammatical puzzle of a place." 
 
2. "A garbled announcement echoed through the station. Nikola strained to understand the 
English portion, but the words slipped through his grasp like sand. He pulled out his pocket 
grammar guide, a gift from his English teacher. 'When in doubt, start with the basics,' he 
muttered to himself. 'Subject, verb, object. If I can identify those, maybe I can make sense of 
this chaos.'" 
 
3. "Nikola approached an information board, its surface a patchwork of Chinese characters 
and English translations. He focused on a phrase: 'Passengers must their tickets before 
boarding.' His brow furrowed. Something was missing, but what? As he pondered the 



incomplete sentence, a realisation dawned. Just like in chess, every piece – or in this case, 
every word – had its place and purpose." 
 
**2. Decoding the Signs** 
 
**The Grammar Hunt:** 
- Nikola using his knowledge of parts of speech to understand signs 
- Encounters with tricky prepositions and confusing conjunctions 
- The thrill of small victories as he begins to navigate 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Squinting at a bilingual sign, Nikola zeroed in on the English text: 'To platforms, go 
downstairs and through tunnel.' He nodded, recognising the imperative mood. 'No subject 
needed,' he whispered, feeling a small spark of confidence. 'Just like commanding a pawn to 
advance.' He followed the instruction, descending into a bustling underground passage." 
 
2. "A dizzying array of prepositions confronted Nikola at an intersection: 'Turn left for exits. 
Turn right to ticketing. Go straight through to platforms.' He closed his eyes, visualising each 
preposition as a chess move. 'Left, right, through – each word changes the direction, just like 
each move changes the game.' With newfound clarity, he chose his path." 
 
3. "Nikola paused before a complex sign: 'If you have luggage but haven't checked in, please 
proceed to counter 5. Otherwise, continue to security.' He dissected the sentence, 
identifying the subordinating conjunction 'if' and the coordinating conjunction 'but.' 'It's a 
conditional move,' he realised, drawing parallels to chess strategy. 'Every choice leads to a 
different outcome.'" 
 
**3. The Helpful Stranger** 
 
**Unexpected Assistance:** 
- Nikola's encounter with a kind local who speaks broken English 
- The challenge of communicating across language barriers 
- Lessons in context clues and nonverbal communication 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "A gentle tap on his shoulder startled Nikola. He turned to see an elderly Chinese woman 
smiling at him. 'You lost?' she asked, her English halting but warm. Nikola nodded, grateful 
for the human connection in this sea of confusion. As they attempted to converse, he 
realised that understanding went beyond just grammar – context, tone, and body language 
were playing on this board too." 
 
2. "'I help you find way,' the woman said, gesturing for Nikola to follow. He listened intently 
as she spoke, mentally filling in the missing articles and correcting verb tenses. It was like 
solving a puzzle, each correctly interpreted sentence bringing him closer to his goal. 'Thank 
you for helping me,' he replied carefully, consciously using the present progressive tense." 



 
3. "The woman pointed to Nikola's chess set, her eyes twinkling with curiosity. 'You play?' 
she asked. Nikola nodded enthusiastically, seizing the opportunity to practice. 'Yes, I play 
chess. I'm here for a tournament,' he explained, focusing on clear subject-verb agreement. A 
look of understanding passed between them, transcending the barriers of language and 
grammar." 
 
**4. The Race Against Time** 
 
**The Ticking Clock:** 
- Nikola realising he's running late for his train 
- Using tenses correctly to inquire about train schedules 
- The intensity of time pressure mirroring the pressure in a chess match 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Nikola's eyes widened as he glanced at the station clock. 'Excuse me,' he said to his new 
friend, 'but do you know when the next train to Beijing leaves?' He stressed the word 
'when,' knowing that choosing the right question word was crucial. The woman frowned, 
shaking her head. Nikola's heart raced. He was in the endgame now, with precious few 
moves left." 
 
2. "'I will miss my train if I don't hurry,' Nikola muttered, consciously using the first 
conditional. He scanned his surroundings, looking for any clue that might help. A thought 
struck him – he hadn't seen any signs for international trains. 'Are all trains to Beijing from 
this station?' he asked the woman, carefully constructing his yes/no question." 
 
3. "The woman's response was a flurry of Mandarin, punctuated by gestures towards a 
distant corner of the station. Nikola strained to catch any familiar words. 'Beijing... special... 
must go...' He pieced together her meaning like assembling scattered chess pieces. There 
was a special section for long-distance trains, and he needed to go there – fast." 
 
**5. Finding the Right Platform** 
 
**The Final Challenge:** 
- Nikola navigating to the correct area for international trains 
- Using his accumulated grammar knowledge to read complex instructions 
- The triumphant moment of finding his platform and boarding the train 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Nikola raced through the station, his eyes darting from sign to sign. He spotted a 
promising direction: 'International departures: Proceed through the gate and up the 
escalator.' The clear imperative verbs guided him like beacons. With each correct 
interpretation, he felt closer to victory, just like advancing pieces on a chessboard." 
 



2. "A final, daunting sign loomed before him: 'Passengers whose tickets have been checked 
and who have passed security may proceed to the platforms.' Nikola quickly broke down the 
relative clauses, understanding the conditions he needed to meet. He patted his pocket, 
feeling the reassuring shape of his ticket. 'Condition met,' he thought with a grin." 
 
3. "As Nikola stepped onto his platform, the familiar sight of a sleek, long-distance train filled 
him with relief. He had done it – navigated the complex linguistic labyrinth of the station and 
made it to his destination. As he boarded, stowing his beloved chess set safely above his 
seat, Nikola realised that in mastering the rules of grammar, he had gained more than just 
language skills. He had learned to approach problems with the same strategic thinking he 
applied to chess. The journey to the championship had already taught him valuable lessons, 
and it had only just begun." 
 
### Vocabulary List 
 
1. **Cacophony:** A harsh, discordant mixture of sounds. 
2. **Imperative:** Expressing a command or instruction. 
3. **Preposition:** A word governing, and usually preceding, a noun or pronoun and 
expressing a relation to another word or element in the clause. 
4. **Conjunction:** A word used to connect clauses or sentences or to coordinate words in 
the same clause. 
5. **Subordinating:** Introducing a subordinate clause. 
6. **Coordinating:** Joining words, phrases, or clauses of equal importance. 
7. **Progressive tense:** A verb tense expressing an ongoing action. 
8. **Subject-verb agreement:** The correspondence of a verb with its subject in person and 
number. 
9. **Conditional:** A conditional sentence or clause. 
10. **Relative clause:** A clause that modifies a noun or noun phrase. 
11. **Article:** A word (the, a, or an) used to specify a noun. 
12. **Tense:** A verb form indicating the time an action occurs. 
13. **Question word:** Words used to ask for specific information (e.g., who, what, when, 
where, why, how). 
14. **Yes/no question:** A question that can be answered with either "yes" or "no". 
15. **Imperative verb:** A verb used to give orders or commands. 
16. **Clause:** A group of words containing a subject and predicate and forming part of a 
sentence. 
17. **Modifier:** A word, phrase, or clause that describes or qualifies another word or 
word group. 
18. **Syntax:** The arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences. 
19. **Context clue:** Information from the surrounding text that helps determine the 
meaning of an unknown word or phrase. 
20. **Nonverbal communication:** Communication through means other than language, 
such as gestures or facial expressions. 
 
### Writing Prompt 
 



You are Nikola, a 14-year-old Serbian chess prodigy who has just arrived at the enormous 
Guangzhou Railway Station in China. You're lost, confused, and running late for your train to 
the International Junior Chess Championship in Beijing. Write a first-person narrative 
describing your attempt to navigate the station using your knowledge of English grammar to 
understand signs, announcements, and conversations with locals. Focus on how you apply 
specific grammar rules to decode information and find your way. Include your thoughts on 
how this challenge compares to playing chess. Use vivid sensory details to bring the chaotic 
station to life, and let the reader feel your growing confidence as you solve this real-world 
language puzzle. 
 
### Exemplar Response 
 
I clutch my chess set close, my eyes darting from sign to incomprehensible sign in the vast 
Guangzhou Railway Station. The cacophony of Mandarin announcements, punctuated by 
broken English, threatens to overwhelm me. I'm Nikola, 14 years old, and I'm completely 
lost. My train to the International Junior Chess Championship in Beijing leaves soon, but in 
this labyrinth of corridors and platforms, I might as well be facing the most complex chess 
puzzle of my life. I take a deep breath, remembering my coach's words: "In chess and in life, 
every problem has a solution." I pull out my pocket grammar guide. If I can decode these 
grammatical clues, maybe I can find my way out of this chaos. 
 
I approach an information board, its surface a patchwork of Chinese characters and English 
translations. "Passengers must their tickets before boarding," one phrase reads. My brow 
furrows. Just like in chess, every piece – or in this case, every word – has its place and 
purpose. The verb is missing! I scan the station, looking for more clues. A sign catches my 
eye: "To platforms, go downstairs and through tunnel." I nod, recognising the imperative 
mood. No subject needed, just like commanding a pawn to advance. With a small spark of 
confidence, I follow the instruction, descending into a bustling underground passage. 
 
At an intersection, I'm confronted by a dizzying array of prepositions: "Turn left for exits. 
Turn right to ticketing. Go straight through to platforms." I close my eyes, visualising each 
preposition as a chess move. Left, right, through – each word changes the direction, just like 
each move changes the game. As I ponder my next move, a gentle tap on my shoulder 
startles me. An elderly Chinese woman smiles warmly. "You lost?" she asks, her English 
halting but kind. I nod, grateful for the human connection. As we attempt to converse, I 
realise that understanding goes beyond just grammar – context, tone, and body language 
are playing on this board too. 
 
My eyes widen as I glance at the station clock. "Excuse me," I say to my new friend, "but do 
you know when the next train to Beijing leaves?" I stress the word 'when,' knowing that 
choosing the right question word is crucial. The woman frowns, shaking her head, then 
responds with a flurry of Mandarin, gesturing towards a distant corner of the station. I strain 
to catch any familiar words. "Beijing... special... must go..." I piece together her meaning like 
assembling scattered chess pieces. There's a special section for long-distance trains, and I 
need to go there – fast. 
 



I race through the station, my eyes darting from sign to sign. "International departures: 
Proceed through the gate and up the escalator," one reads. The clear imperative verbs guide 
me like beacons. A final, daunting sign looms before me: "Passengers whose tickets have 
been checked and who have passed security may proceed to the platforms." I quickly break 
down the relative clauses, understanding the conditions I need to meet. As I step onto my 
platform, the familiar sight of a sleek, long-distance train fills me with relief. I've done it – 
navigated the complex linguistic labyrinth of the station and made it to my destination. As I 
board, stowing my beloved chess set safely above my seat, I realise that in mastering the 
rules of grammar, I've gained more than just language skills. I've learned to approach 
problems with the same strategic thinking I apply to chess. The journey to the championship 
has already taught me valuable lessons, and it has only just begun. 


