
#1: Opening paragraph

a. Strengths:

● Vivid imagery creates a haunting atmosphere
● Effective use of descriptive language to set the scene

b. Weaknesses: Overuse of Adjectives Your opening paragraph is laden with excessive
adjectives, which can overwhelm the reader. For instance, phrases like "ghastly,
caliginous theatre" and "macabre graveyard of demented spirits" feel overly ornate. This
abundance of descriptors can detract from the impact of your imagery rather than
enhancing it.

c. Exemplar: "Zoe Chen stepped into the dimly lit theatre, its air thick with the echoes of
past performances. Shadows lurked in cold corners, and cobwebs draped the curtains
like ghostly decorations."

#2: Dialogue and character interaction

a. Strengths:

● Introduces conflict and tension through character interactions
● Attempts to connect the play's themes to broader societal issues

b. Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Character Motivations Your characters' actions and
dialogue often feel abrupt and insufficiently motivated. For example, Zoe's sudden
outburst, "This isn't right," and her declaration about Willy's motivations seem to come
out of nowhere. You haven't provided enough context for the reader to understand why
she reacts so strongly or how she has the authority to make such judgments.

c. Exemplar: "Zoe leaned forward, her brow furrowed in concentration. As Willy's
monologue continued, she felt a growing unease. 'This isn't right,' she whispered to
herself, her critic's instincts on high alert. 'Willy's motivations are all wrong!'"

#3: Debate between Zoe and Marcus

a. Strengths:

● Attempts to explore different interpretations of the play
● Introduces diverse perspectives through characters



b. Weaknesses: Superficial Dialogue Your dialogue between Zoe and Marcus lacks
depth and nuance. Their exchange about Miller's use of expressionism and the
American Dream feels more like a recitation of talking points rather than a genuine
debate. For instance, Marcus's response, "You're missing the point. The real tragedy is
the American Dream itself!" comes across as overly simplistic and lacks the
sophistication one would expect from theatre critics.

c. Exemplar: "'Miller's use of expressionism isn't merely stylistic,' Zoe argued, her voice
passionate. 'It's crucial to understanding Willy's tragic flaw.' Marcus considered this,
then countered, 'While that's a valid point, I believe we need to look beyond individual
characters. The real tragedy lies in the American Dream itself—how it shapes and
ultimately betrays those who pursue it.'"

Actionable Task: Rewrite the debate scene between Zoe and Marcus, focusing on
developing their arguments with specific examples from "Death of a Salesman". Ensure
each character's perspective is well-reasoned and supported by textual evidence from
the play.

Overall Score: 42/50


