
Rule the World with Persuasive Writing 
 
### Introduction to the Lesson 
 
In this lesson, we'll explore the art of crafting compelling arguments that can sway hearts 
and minds. You'll learn how to use powerful persuasive techniques to make your writing 
irresistible. Get ready to master the skills that can change opinions, inspire action, and 
maybe even rule the world! 
 
### Persuasive Writing Techniques 
 
1. Ethos (Ethical Appeal): Establish credibility and trustworthiness 
2. Pathos (Emotional Appeal): Evoke emotions in your audience 
3. Logos (Logical Appeal): Use facts, statistics, and logical reasoning 
4. Rhetorical Questions: Engage the reader and provoke thought 
5. Repetition: Reinforce key points 
6. Anecdotes: Use personal stories to illustrate points 
7. Call to Action: Clearly state what you want the reader to do 
8. Counterarguments: Address opposing views to strengthen your position 
9. Metaphors and Analogies: Make complex ideas more relatable 
10. Strong Language: Use powerful words and phrases for emphasis 
 
### Writing Prompt 
 
In a world grappling with environmental challenges, the debate over the use of plastic straws 
has become a lightning rod for broader discussions about sustainability. Write a persuasive 
essay arguing for or against the banning of plastic straws in your city. Consider the 
environmental impact, economic factors, and personal freedoms in your argument. 
 
### Breakdown 
 
**1. Introduction** 
 
- Hook: Start with a captivating statement, question, or anecdote to grab the reader's 
attention 
- Background: Provide brief context for your topic 
- Thesis Statement: Clearly state your position on the issue 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Imagine a world where our oceans are more plastic than fish. This dystopian scenario 
inches closer to reality with every plastic straw carelessly discarded. As stewards of our 
planet, we must take a stand against this environmental menace." 
 
2. "In the fight against climate change, every action counts. While some may dismiss the 
banning of plastic straws as insignificant, this small step could be the catalyst for a global 
environmental revolution." 



 
3. "The humble plastic straw, a convenience we've taken for granted, has become a symbol 
of our throwaway culture. It's time to re-evaluate our priorities and make a choice: 
momentary convenience or the health of our planet?" 
 
**2. Body Paragraph 1: First Main Argument** 
 
- Topic Sentence: Introduce your first main point 
- Evidence: Provide facts, statistics, or expert opinions to support your argument 
- Explanation: Clarify how this evidence supports your thesis 
- Emotional Appeal: Connect your argument to the reader's emotions 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "The environmental impact of plastic straws is nothing short of catastrophic. According to 
a 2018 study by Science Magazine, an estimated 8.3 billion plastic straws pollute the world's 
beaches. These non-biodegradable menaces will outlive us all, choking our marine life and 
poisoning our ecosystems for generations to come." 
 
2. "Plastic straws represent the epitome of needless waste. With Americans alone using 500 
million straws daily, we're literally throwing away our planet's future. Each discarded straw is 
a missed opportunity to make a difference, a small but significant betrayal of our 
responsibility to the Earth." 
 
3. "The ban on plastic straws is a gateway to broader environmental awareness. By 
eliminating this single-use plastic, we force ourselves to confront our wasteful habits. It's a 
daily reminder that our choices matter, potentially sparking a ripple effect of conscious 
consumerism across all aspects of our lives." 
 
**3. Body Paragraph 2: Second Main Argument** 
 
- Topic Sentence: Introduce your second main point 
- Evidence: Provide facts, statistics, or expert opinions to support your argument 
- Explanation: Clarify how this evidence supports your thesis 
- Logical Appeal: Use reasoning to strengthen your argument 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Contrary to opponents' claims, banning plastic straws can stimulate economic growth. 
The rise of eco-friendly alternatives has already created a booming industry. Companies like 
FinalStraw and Seastraws have not only created jobs but also fostered innovation in the 
sustainable products sector. This shift towards green alternatives represents a win-win 
scenario for both the economy and the environment." 
 
2. "The financial cost of cleaning up plastic pollution far outweighs any perceived economic 
benefits of continued plastic straw use. Coastal cities spend millions annually on beach 



clean-ups, while the damage to marine ecosystems affects fishing industries worldwide. By 
banning plastic straws, we're making a smart investment in our economic future." 
 
3. "Banning plastic straws sends a powerful message to corporations about consumer 
priorities. As more cities adopt such bans, businesses are forced to innovate and adapt, 
leading to the development of more sustainable practices across industries. This corporate 
shift, sparked by a simple straw ban, could revolutionise our approach to product design and 
packaging." 
 
**4. Body Paragraph 3: Counterargument and Rebuttal** 
 
- Acknowledge the opposing view 
- Present a counterargument 
- Provide evidence to support your rebuttal 
- Reinforce your position 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Some argue that banning plastic straws infringes on personal freedom and 
inconveniences those with disabilities. While these concerns are valid, they are not 
insurmountable. Exceptions can be made for medical necessities, and the minor 
inconvenience to some is far outweighed by the long-term benefits to all. Our personal 
freedoms should not come at the cost of environmental degradation that will limit the 
freedoms of future generations." 
 
2. "Critics contend that plastic straws are just a drop in the ocean of plastic pollution. 
However, this view misses the point. Banning straws is not just about the physical impact, 
but about changing mindsets. It's a visible, daily reminder of our commitment to 
sustainability, potentially catalysing more significant environmental actions." 
 
3. "There's a concern that alternatives to plastic straws, like paper or metal, have their own 
environmental costs. While it's true that no solution is perfect, these alternatives are vastly 
preferable to plastic. Paper straws biodegrade, metal straws are reusable, and both avoid the 
centuries-long environmental impact of their plastic counterparts. Perfect solutions 
shouldn't be the enemy of good ones." 
 
**5. Conclusion** 
 
- Restate your thesis 
- Summarise your main points 
- End with a powerful call to action 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "The time for half-measures has passed. Banning plastic straws is a crucial step towards 
environmental salvation. It's more than just an environmental policy; it's a statement of 
values, a declaration that we prioritise the health of our planet over fleeting convenience. 



Let us take this stand, for in saving our planet from plastic pollution, we may just save 
ourselves." 
 
2. "In conclusion, the case for banning plastic straws is clear. The environmental benefits are 
substantial, the economic impacts are positive, and the challenges are surmountable. As 
citizens of a planet in peril, we have a responsibility to act. Let this be the first step in our 
journey towards a more sustainable, responsible way of life." 
 
3. "The choice before us is clear: continue down the path of environmental destruction, or 
take a stand for our planet's future. Banning plastic straws may seem like a small step, but 
it's a powerful symbol of our commitment to change. Join me in supporting this ban, and 
together, let's sip our way to a more sustainable world." 
 
### Exemplar Response:  
 
The Last Straw: Why Banning Plastic Straws is a Crucial Step Towards Environmental 
Salvation 
 
Picture a world where our oceans teem with life, our beaches glisten with pristine sand, and 
our consciences are unburdened by the weight of needless waste. Now, imagine achieving 
this utopia through a simple act: banning plastic straws. As citizens of a planet in peril, we 
must recognise that the time has come to take this small but significant step towards 
environmental salvation. 
 
The environmental impact of plastic straws is nothing short of catastrophic. These seemingly 
innocuous tubes of convenience are wreaking havoc on our marine ecosystems. According 
to a 2018 study by Science Magazine, an estimated 8.3 billion plastic straws pollute the 
world's beaches, their non-biodegradable nature ensuring they will outlive us all. Marine 
biologists have documented heart-wrenching cases of sea turtles with straws lodged in their 
nostrils and seabirds with stomachs full of plastic debris. Can we really justify this 
devastation for the sake of a moment's convenience? 
 
Opponents of the ban often cite economic concerns, arguing that it will harm businesses, 
particularly those in the food service industry. However, this view is short-sighted and fails to 
consider the long-term economic benefits of environmental stewardship. The plastics 
industry may take a minor hit, but this will be more than offset by the growth in eco-friendly 
alternatives. Companies like FinalStraw and Seastraws have already created jobs and 
fostered innovation in the sustainable products sector. Moreover, cities with clean beaches 
and thriving marine life attract more tourists, boosting local economies. Is it not wiser to 
invest in a sustainable future rather than cling to outdated and harmful practices? 
 
Some argue that banning plastic straws infringes on personal freedom and inconveniences 
those with disabilities who rely on straws. While these concerns are valid, they are not 
insurmountable. The ban need not be absolute; exceptions can be made for medical 
necessities. As for personal freedom, is the momentary convenience of a plastic straw worth 
the price of environmental degradation that will limit the freedoms of future generations? 



We must ask ourselves: what kind of world do we want to leave for our children and 
grandchildren? 
 
The time for half-measures and timid policies has passed. We stand at a crossroads, and the 
path we choose will determine the fate of our planet. Banning plastic straws is more than 
just an environmental policy; it's a statement of values, a declaration that we prioritise the 
health of our planet over fleeting convenience. It's a small step that, if taken by cities 
worldwide, will lead to a giant leap for environmental protection. So let us take this stand, 
let us be the change we wish to see in the world. For in the end, we may find that in saving 
our planet from plastic pollution, we have also saved ourselves. 
 
### Exercise/Activity: 
 
**Persuasive Paragraph Challenge** 
 
1. Choose one of the following controversial topics: 
   a) Should homework be abolished in schools? 
   b) Is social media doing more harm than good to society? 
   c) Should voting be made compulsory for all eligible citizens? 
 
2. Write a persuasive paragraph arguing for or against your chosen topic. Include at least 
three of the persuasive techniques we've discussed. 
 
3. Underline or highlight each persuasive technique you've used in your paragraph. 
 
4. Share your paragraph with a partner. Can they identify the persuasive techniques you've 
employed? Do they find your argument convincing? 
 
5. Based on feedback, revise your paragraph to make it even more persuasive. 
 
### Vocabulary List (20 words with meanings): 
 
1. Rhetoric - The art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing 
2. Compelling - Evoking interest, attention, or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way 
3. Credibility - The quality of being trusted and believed in 
4. Empathy - The ability to understand and share the feelings of another 
5. Cogent - Clear, logical, and convincing 
6. Rebut - To argue against; to refute 
7. Persuade - To cause someone to do something through reasoning or argument 
8. Eloquent - Fluent or persuasive in speaking or writing 
9. Substantiate - To provide evidence to support or prove the truth of 
10. Refute - To prove a statement or theory to be wrong or false 
11. Rationale - A set of reasons or a logical basis for a course of action or belief 
12. Advocate - To publicly recommend or support 
13. Emotive - Arousing or able to arouse intense feeling 
14. Imperative - Of vital importance; crucial 
15. Rhetoric - The art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing 



16. Salient - Most noticeable or important 
17. Stimulus - A thing or event that evokes a specific functional reaction in an organ or tissue 
18. Tangible - Clear and definite; real 
19. Unequivocal - Leaving no doubt; unambiguous 
20. Vindicate - To show or prove to be right, reasonable, or justified 
 
 


