
Turn Your Opinions into Rock-Solid Arguments 
 
### Introduction to the Lesson 
 
In this lesson, we'll explore how to transform your personal views into compelling, well-
supported arguments. You'll learn strategies to make your writing more persuasive and 
credible, ensuring that your arguments stand up to scrutiny and effectively convince your 
audience. 
 
### Key Components of Argumentative Writing 
 
1. Clear Thesis Statement: A concise, debatable claim that outlines your position 
2. Strong Evidence: Facts, statistics, expert opinions, and relevant examples 
3. Logical Reasoning: Clear connections between your evidence and claims 
4. Counterarguments: Acknowledging and refuting opposing viewpoints 
5. Credible Sources: Using reliable, authoritative references to support your argument 
6. Objective Tone: Maintaining a fair and balanced approach while arguing your point 
7. Cohesive Structure: Organising your ideas in a logical, easy-to-follow manner 
8. Compelling Language: Using persuasive techniques without resorting to emotional 
manipulation 
9. Solid Conclusion: Reinforcing your main points and leaving a lasting impression 
10. Ethical Considerations: Ensuring your argument is morally sound and considerate of 
diverse perspectives 
 
### Breakdown: Crafting a Rock-Solid Argument 
 
**1. Introduction** 
 
- Hook: Engage the reader with a provocative question, startling statistic, or relevant 
anecdote 
- Context: Provide background information on the topic 
- Thesis: Present your main argument clearly and concisely 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "In an era where information is at our fingertips, why do conspiracy theories continue to 
flourish? The rise of social media has created a breeding ground for misinformation, making 
media literacy more crucial than ever before." 
 
2. "Imagine a world where robots perform all manual labour. While this may sound like 
science fiction, automation is rapidly reshaping our workforce. As we stand on the brink of 
this technological revolution, we must proactively address its implications for employment 
and society." 
 
3. "The right to privacy is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, yet in 
today's digital age, this fundamental right is under constant threat. The unchecked collection 
of personal data by tech giants poses a grave danger to individual freedom and democracy." 



 
**2. Body Paragraph 1: First Main Argument** 
 
- Topic Sentence: Introduce your first key point 
- Evidence: Present facts, statistics, or expert opinions 
- Analysis: Explain how the evidence supports your argument 
- Relevance: Connect this point back to your thesis 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "The proliferation of social media has created echo chambers that reinforce and amplify 
conspiracy theories. A 2021 study by the MIT Media Lab found that false news stories are 
70% more likely to be retweeted than true stories. This digital ecosystem, designed to 
prioritise engagement over accuracy, has become a fertile ground for misinformation to take 
root and spread rapidly." 
 
2. "Automation is poised to revolutionise the job market at an unprecedented scale. 
According to a 2020 World Economic Forum report, by 2025, 85 million jobs may be 
displaced by a shift in the division of labour between humans and machines. This seismic 
shift in employment patterns demands immediate attention and proactive policy-making to 
mitigate potential social and economic disruptions." 
 
3. "Tech companies' data collection practices have reached alarming levels, infringing on 
individual privacy. A 2022 investigation by the Electronic Frontier Foundation revealed that 
the average smartphone user unknowingly shares data with over 100 different entities daily. 
This pervasive surveillance not only violates personal privacy but also poses significant risks 
of data breaches and misuse." 
 
**3. Body Paragraph 2: Counterargument and Rebuttal** 
 
- Acknowledge: Present a common opposing viewpoint 
- Refute: Provide evidence or reasoning that challenges this view 
- Strengthen: Use this counterargument to reinforce your position 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Some argue that social media platforms are merely neutral tools, and the responsibility 
for media literacy lies solely with users. However, this view oversimplifies the issue. 
Platforms use sophisticated algorithms designed to maximise engagement, often at the 
expense of factual content. A 2023 Stanford study found that adjusting these algorithms to 
prioritise credible sources reduced the spread of misinformation by 36% without 
significantly impacting user engagement. Clearly, platforms bear some responsibility in 
creating a healthier information ecosystem." 
 
2. "Critics contend that fears of job loss due to automation are overblown, citing historical 
examples of technological advancements creating new job categories. While it's true that 
innovation has historically led to job creation, the pace and scale of current automated 



technologies are unprecedented. A 2022 Oxford Economics study projects that the job 
creation rate will not keep pace with job displacement in the short to medium term, 
potentially leading to significant social upheaval. This unique challenge requires novel 
solutions and cannot be dismissed by historical comparisons alone." 
 
3. "Proponents of extensive data collection argue that it leads to improved services and user 
experiences. However, this argument fails to consider the long-term implications of 
surrendering personal privacy. A 2024 Harvard Business Review analysis demonstrated that 
while personalised services provide short-term convenience, they also lead to decreased 
consumer autonomy and increased vulnerability to manipulation. The marginal benefits of 
personalisation do not justify the wholesale surrender of personal data and privacy rights." 
 
**4. Body Paragraph 3: Second Main Argument** 
 
- Topic Sentence: Introduce your second key point 
- Evidence: Present facts, statistics, or expert opinions 
- Analysis: Explain how the evidence supports your argument 
- Relevance: Connect this point back to your thesis 
 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "Media literacy education is crucial in combating the spread of conspiracy theories. A 
2023 Stanford study found that students who received formal media literacy training were 
37% less likely to share unverified information online. By equipping individuals with the tools 
to critically evaluate information, we can create a more discerning and informed populace, 
resilient to the lure of misinformation." 
 
2. "Investing in education and retraining programs is essential to navigate the challenges 
posed by automation. Countries that have implemented robust retraining initiatives, such as 
Singapore's SkillsFuture program, have seen a 28% increase in employment adaptability, 
according to a 2024 OECD report. By prioritising lifelong learning and skill development, we 
can build a workforce capable of adapting to the evolving demands of an automated 
economy." 
 
3. "Implementing stringent data protection regulations is vital to safeguard individual privacy 
in the digital age. The European Union's General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) has set a 
global benchmark, resulting in a 60% reduction in data breaches since its implementation in 
2018, as reported by the European Data Protection Board. By adopting similar 
comprehensive privacy legislation globally, we can ensure that technological advancements 
do not come at the cost of fundamental human rights." 
 
**5. Conclusion** 
 
- Restate Thesis: Remind the reader of your main argument 
- Summarise: Briefly recap your key points 
- Broader Implications: Discuss the wider significance of your argument 
- Call to Action: Encourage the reader to think or act based on your argument 



 
**Exemplars:** 
 
1. "As we navigate the complex landscape of the digital age, the importance of media 
literacy cannot be overstated. By addressing the role of social media platforms, investing in 
education, and fostering critical thinking skills, we can combat the spread of conspiracy 
theories and build a more informed society. The future of our democratic discourse depends 
on our ability to discern fact from fiction in the vast sea of information. Let us commit to 
becoming more critical consumers of information and advocates for a healthier media 
ecosystem." 
 
2. "The automation revolution is not a distant future but an unfolding reality. By 
acknowledging the scale of the challenge, investing in retraining programs, and adapting our 
educational systems, we can harness the benefits of automation while mitigating its 
disruptive effects. The choices we make today will shape the workforce of tomorrow. It is our 
collective responsibility to ensure that the future of work is one of opportunity and 
prosperity for all, not just for the few." 
 
3. "In conclusion, the protection of privacy in the digital age is a fundamental right that 
requires immediate and decisive action. By implementing robust data protection regulations, 
raising awareness about digital privacy, and holding tech companies accountable, we can 
preserve individual freedom and autonomy in the face of unprecedented technological 
change. The right to privacy is the cornerstone of a free society – let us not sacrifice it on the 
altar of convenience or complacency. Our digital future depends on the choices we make 
today." 
 
### Writing Prompt 
 
Choose one of the following controversial topics and write a well-structured argumentative 
essay: 
 
1. Should social media platforms be held legally responsible for the spread of misinformation 
on their sites? 
2. Is universal basic income a viable solution to address job displacement caused by 
automation? 
3. Should governments implement a "right to be forgotten" law that allows individuals to 
request the removal of their personal information from internet searches? 
 
In your essay, be sure to: 
- Clearly state your position in a strong thesis statement 
- Provide at least three pieces of evidence to support your argument 
- Address and refute at least one counterargument 
- Use credible sources to back up your claims 
- Maintain an objective tone throughout 
- Conclude with a powerful reinforcement of your position and its broader implications 
 
### Vocabulary List 



 
1. Cogent - Clear, logical, and convincing 
2. Corroborate - Confirm or give support to a statement, theory, or finding 
3. Empirical - Based on observation or experience rather than theory or logic 
4. Fallacy - A mistaken belief, especially one based on unsound arguments 
5. Impartial - Treating all rivals or disputants equally; fair and unbiased 
6. Incontrovertible - Not able to be denied or disputed 
7. Inference - A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning 
8. Lucid - Expressed clearly; easy to understand 
9. Nuanced - Characterised by subtle shades of meaning or expression 
10. Objective - Not influenced by personal feelings or opinions; unbiased 
11. Paradigm - A typical example or pattern; a model 
12. Premise - A previous statement or proposition from which another is inferred 
13. Rebut - Argue against (a statement, idea, or theory) 
14. Rhetoric - The art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing 
15. Salient - Most noticeable or important; prominent 
16. Scrutiny - Critical observation or examination 
17. Substantiate - Provide evidence to support or prove the truth of 
18. Syllogism - A form of reasoning in which a conclusion is drawn from two premises 
19. Tenet - A principle or belief, especially one of the main principles of a religion or 
philosophy 
20. Verifiable - Able to be checked or demonstrated to be true, accurate, or justified 
 
### Exemplar Response 
 
The Digital Footprint Dilemma: Advocating for the Right to be Forgotten 
 
In an age where our digital footprints can haunt us indefinitely, the concept of a "right to be 
forgotten" has gained significant traction. This proposed law would allow individuals to 
request the removal of their personal information from internet searches, effectively giving 
them control over their online presence. As our lives become increasingly intertwined with 
the digital realm, implementing a right to be forgotten is not just desirable but essential for 
protecting individual privacy, fostering personal growth, and maintaining a just society in the 
digital age. 
 
The right to be forgotten addresses a fundamental imbalance in the digital world: the 
permanence of information versus the evolving nature of human life. A 2023 Pew Research 
study found that 78% of adults believe that outdated or irrelevant personal information 
online has negatively impacted their lives. This could range from embarrassing social media 
posts made in one's youth to news articles about minor infractions that continue to appear 
in search results years later. By allowing individuals to request the removal of such 
information, we acknowledge that people can change and grow, and that past mistakes 
should not define a person's entire life. 
 
Critics argue that implementing a right to be forgotten could infringe on freedom of 
information and potentially allow individuals to erase important public records. However, 
this argument fails to consider the nuanced implementation of such laws in places like the 



European Union. The EU's General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) includes a right to be 
forgotten that balances individual privacy with public interest. According to a 2024 report by 
the European Data Protection Board, 82% of removal requests were related to personal 
information with no public significance, while requests involving matters of public interest 
were largely rejected. This demonstrates that it's possible to implement this right without 
compromising access to truly important information. 
 
Moreover, the right to be forgotten is crucial for protecting individuals from the harsh 
realities of the digital age, such as cyber-bullying, revenge porn, and online harassment. A 
2025 cybersecurity report revealed that 60% of online harassment cases involved the 
malicious use of personal information found through internet searches. By giving individuals 
more control over their online presence, we can provide vital protection against such 
abuses. This not only safeguards individual well-being but also promotes a healthier, more 
respectful digital environment for all users. 
 
In conclusion, implementing a right to be forgotten is a necessary step in adapting our legal 
frameworks to the realities of the digital age. It strikes a balance between individual privacy 
and public interest, acknowledges the human capacity for change and growth, and provides 
crucial protection against online abuses. As we continue to navigate the complex 
intersection of technology and privacy, the right to be forgotten stands as a beacon of hope 
for those seeking to reclaim control over their digital identities. It's time for governments 
worldwide to recognise this fundamental right and empower individuals to shape their own 
digital narratives. 
 
 


