


Imagine you are Zoe, after your experience in the eternal theatre. Write a narrative describing your
interpretation of "Death of a Salesman," how your analysis affected both the play and real-world
society, and your internal conflict about the responsibility of a critic. Use at least 8 vocabulary words
from the list in your entry.

WRITING PROMPT

Steven Xu
STORY STARTERS (AAS) 20-30 story starters

Steven Xu
Mia is looking at a door, she wonders what’s inside…. .



INTRODUCTION
In a mysterious theatre that exists between reality and fiction,
famous plays are eternally in rehearsal, their outcomes fluid
and their impacts on the real world tangible. When a group of
prodigious young drama critics finds themselves trapped in
this liminal space, they discover that their analyses and
critiques can literally reshape the fabric of American society.
As they grapple with the power and responsibility of their
words, they must navigate the complex web of theatrical
elements, character motivations, and societal implications of
"Death of a Salesman" and other seminal works.
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PLAY IS COMING TO LIFE
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ABSURDIST



 NARRATIVE OUTLINE

1. The Neverending Dress Rehearsal
2. Deconstructing the American Dream
3. The Method and the Madness
4. Intermission: The Critics' Dilemma
5. Curtain Call: Rewriting Reality
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BLURRING BLEEDING REALITY VOCAB
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Rubato (musical jargon)
Requiem (musical jargon
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Mortgages, deadlines, spreadsheets, crippling student dept, precipice of bankruptcy, paperwork , failed investments, plummeting stocks, broken term deposits (financial jargon. 



THE NEVERENDING DRESS
REHEARSAL

 Breakdown

Introduction to the mysterious theatre between
reality and fiction

Young critics discovering their power to influence
the play and reality

First encounters with the characters and themes
of "Death of a Salesman"
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ABSURDIST FICTION
CHARACTERISATION
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SELF-CONFLICT
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Fallible perception (imperfect eyes)

Steven Xu
Caliginous nightmarish theatre, macabre graveyard of demented spirits- voices, echoes, morbid choirs singing elegies of dead

Steven Xu
Pale alabaster face of the living dead, translucent chalkiness and bloodless- gaunt, cadaverous trunk- brittle, feeble- frame bleeds into the shadows



1. "Sixteen-year-old Zoe Chen materialised in a dim theatre, the air thick with the ghosts of
performances past. On stage, a man in a rumpled suit was mid-monologue: Willy Loman, eternally
reliving his downfall. 'This isn't right,' Zoe muttered, her critic's instincts flaring. 'Willy's motivations
are all wrong!' As if in response, Willy faltered, his character shifting before her eyes. In the real world,
a thousand miles away, a salesman decided not to take that soul-crushing job, and the fabric of the
American Dream rippled."

2. "Marcus, a budding African American theatre critic, found himself in the wings, watching Linda
Loman's heartrending plea to her sons. 'Attention must be paid,' she insisted, but her words seemed
to fall on deaf ears. 'The emotional core is missing,' Marcus whispered, and suddenly, Linda's
performance intensified, her pain palpable. Across America, countless overlooked spouses felt a
sudden surge of validation."

3. "Aisha, a sharp-witted drama student, sat in the ethereal prompt corner, frowning at Biff's
confrontation with Willy. 'The tension is all wrong,' she mused. 'It's not just about disappointment, it's
about shattered illusions!' As she spoke, the scene before her transformed, the air crackling with a
new, electric hostility. In living rooms nationwide, parents and children began difficult, long-overdue
conversations about expectations and truth."

EXEMPLARS
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Enigmatic smoke/mist of the departed
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shadows
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Tangible/palpable nightmares
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GHOUL-like shadows
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Erupted
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Emerged
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Blank monotone that fell straight to the floor- not quite
Reaching the audience
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Hollow emptiness
Empty sockets- tedious eyes



DECONSTRUCTING THE
AMERICAN DREAM

Critics debating different interpretations of the
play's themes

Exploration of Miller's use of theatrical
techniques and their significance

The critics' realisations about the broader
implications of the American Dream
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Goblin-like phantasms 
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Cog in the wheel of Corporate America
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ECONOMIC JARGON



1. "In the ethereal green room, Zoe faced off against fellow critic Marcus. 'Miller's use of expressionism
isn't just stylistic,' she argued, 'it's the key to understanding Willy's tragic flaw!' Marcus scoffed,
'You're missing the point. The real tragedy is the American Dream itself!' As they debated, the stage
behind them shifted, Willy's house transforming from a symbol of aspiration to a cage of societal
expectations. In countless homes across America, families began to question their definition of
success."

2. "Aisha paced the phantom fly floor, gesticulating wildly. 'The play's structure mirrors the
fragmentation of Willy's mind!' she insisted. Below, the stage fractured into a kaleidoscope of past and
present. In classrooms across the nation, students suddenly found themselves drawing parallels
between Willy's mental state and the disjointed nature of the modern American experience."

3. "Young critic Eli perched on a spectral lighting rig, calling down to his peers. 'Don't you see? The
recurring flute motif isn't just about Willy's father—it's the siren song of a false promise!' As he spoke,
the theatre filled with a haunting melody. From sea to shining sea, Americans paused, suddenly aware
of the bittersweet soundtrack underlying their pursuits of happiness."

EXEMPLARS
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Rubato of emotionality, expression - slow down- 
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AMERICAN DREAM-
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Uni, job, house, mortgages, family, kids
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Health, wellness, joy, happiness
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THE METHOD AND THE
MADNESS

Critics engaging with the characters and acting
techniques more intimately

Exploration of character motivations and their
real-world parallels

Insights into the play's commentary on family
dynamics and societal expectations

Steven Xu
CHARACTERISE- family  - playing the park, caring for each other, dinner with friends, at the beach , family gatherings, picnics
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Conflict- people begin to realise that they were fed a lie 
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Disgruntled student

Steven Xu
Unhappy lawyer



1. "Zoe found herself in an intense workshop with the ghost of Lee Strasberg. 'To truly understand
Willy,' the Method master intoned, 'you must become Willy.' As Zoe immersed herself in Loman's
psyche, she felt the weight of his delusions, the ache of his unfulfilled dreams. 'Wait,' she gasped,
emerging from the exercise, 'what if Willy's tragedy isn't his failure, but his inability to redefine
success?' The revelation rippled through the theatre and beyond. Across America, middle-aged men
stood up from their desks, finally ready to confront their own Happy Loman syndrome."

2. "Marcus squared off against the spectral form of Biff Loman. 'Your character arc is incomplete,' he
challenged. 'Your rejection of Willy's dreams isn't an end—it's a beginning!' As they grappled, Biff's
persona evolved, showing glimmers of a man coming to terms with his own path. In small towns and
big cities alike, young adults felt a sudden urge to call their parents, to bridge the gaps of
understanding."

3. "Aisha found herself in a phantom diner, sitting across from a shimmering version of Linda Loman.
'Your strength is underplayed,' Aisha insisted. 'You're not just a supportive wife—you're the foundation
of this family's identity!' As she spoke, Linda's presence grew, her quiet dignity becoming a force that
shaped the very reality of the play. Across the nation, overlooked partners and caretakers stood a
little taller, their crucial role in the American Dream finally acknowledged."

EXEMPLARS
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-shiny presents, keeping up with the Joneses, buying the latest gadgets, overspending on credit cards (economic jargon) 



INTERMISSION: THE CRITICS'
DILEMMA

Critics grappling with the ethical implications of
their influence

Confrontation with the power to reshape societal
narratives

Exploration of the balance between critique and
creation



1. "The critics huddled in a phantom box seat, surrounded by swirling visions of alternate Americas. 'If
we emphasise Miller's critique of capitalism,' Marcus mused, 'we could trigger a societal revolt against
materialism.' Zoe shook her head, 'But if we push too hard, we risk creating a nation of Biffs, rejecting
ambition entirely.' A figure in the shadows chuckled. 'Why choose?' the Playwright asked, 'When you
could simply rewrite the American Dream from scratch?' The critics exchanged worried glances, the
weight of their pens suddenly very, very heavy."

2. "Eli stood at the ghostly box office, watching as tickets transformed into different versions of the
American Dream. 'We have the power to sell hope or disillusionment,' he realised aloud. 'But which is
more honest? Which is more necessary?' Behind him, the queue of ethereal theatregoers shifted
restlessly, each soul hungry for a narrative to believe in."

3. "Aisha found herself in a misty costume department, surrounded by countless versions of Willy
Loman's suit. 'Each interpretation we choose dresses the American psyche,' she murmured, running
her hand over the fabrics. 'Are we tailors of truth or illusion?' As she pondered, the suits began to
change, each one a reflection of a possible American future. In department stores across the country,
shoppers paused, suddenly unsure of the identities they were trying to purchase."

EXEMPLARS



CURTAIN CALL: REWRITING
REALITY

Critics making final decisions about their
interpretations

The far-reaching consequences of their critiques
on both the play and society

Reflection on the role of art and criticism in
shaping cultural narratives



1. "As the eternal performance of 'Death of a Salesman' reached its climax, Zoe stepped onto the
stage, her words reshaping reality with every syllable. 'Willy Loman isn't just a salesman,' she declared,
'He's the American everyman, and his tragedy is our own.' The theatre trembled, and beyond its walls,
a nation awakened to a new understanding of success, failure, and the complex tapestry of the
American Dream. The critics had done their job - not to judge, but to illuminate, to challenge, and to
inspire change."

2. "Marcus stood in the spectral wings, whispering a new ending into existence. 'The true tragedy,' he
intoned, 'is not Willy's death, but the death of human connection in pursuit of an illusion.' As he spoke,
the final scene transformed. Willy still met his fate, but the Loman family found a bittersweet unity in
their shared disillusionment. Across America, families reached for each other, choosing love over
societal expectations."

3. "Aisha took her place at a phantom lectern, addressing an invisible audience that somehow
encompassed all of America. 'What we've witnessed is not the death of a salesman,' she proclaimed,
'but the birth of a new American consciousness.' As the curtain fell, it swept across the nation,
unveiling a changed landscape. The American Dream remained, but it was softer now, more inclusive,
valuing personal fulfilment alongside material success. The critics nodded to each other, knowing
their work had only just begun."

EXEMPLARS



1. Tragic Hero: A protagonist whose flaw leads to their downfall
2. American Dream: The ideal of success and upward mobility
3. Expressionism: A style emphasising subjective perspective
4. Method Acting: An immersive approach to character portrayal
5. Capitalist Critique: Analysis of the downsides of a capitalist system
6. Symbolism: Use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities
7. Fourth Wall: The imaginary barrier between actors and audience
8. Dramatic Irony: When the audience knows something characters don't
9. Allegory: A story with hidden meaning, often moral or political
10. Catharsis: Emotional purification through art
11. Denouement: The final part of a play resolving the plot
12. Hamartia: A fatal flaw leading to a character's downfall
13. Anagnorisis: A character's moment of critical discovery
14. Peripeteia: A sudden reversal of fortune in the plot
15. Soliloquy: A character speaking their thoughts aloud when alone
16. Subtext: Underlying meaning in dialogue or events
17. Character Arc: A character's internal journey and development
18. Metatheatre: Drama that draws attention to its nature as theatre
19. Aristotelian Unities: Classic rules for drama (time, place, action)
20. Verisimilitude: The appearance of being true or real

VOCABULARY LIST



The Critic's Journal: Redefining the American Tragedy
By Zoe Chen

Today, in the surreal realm of the eternal theatre, I witnessed—no, I shaped—a performance of "Death of a
Salesman" that transcended the boundaries of art and reality. As I delved into Miller's masterpiece, I
realised that Willy Loman is more than just a tragic hero; he's an allegory for the American Dream itself,
beautiful in its aspirations but deeply flawed in its execution.

The expressionistic nature of the play took on new meaning as I watched the Loman house physically
transform with each shift in Willy's mental state. The walls seemed to close in as Willy's delusions grew, a
powerful symbol of the suffocating nature of societal expectations. As I voiced this interpretation, I felt the
ripple effect in the world beyond the theatre—countless individuals suddenly aware of the cages they'd built
around themselves.

My analysis of Willy's hamartia proved particularly potent. I argued that his fatal flaw wasn't just his inability
to achieve success, but his unwillingness to redefine it. As I spoke, Willy's character arc began to shift on
stage. The moment of anagnorisis I had envisioned for him—a realisation that genuine human connection
trumps material success—manifested in a powerful soliloquy that hadn't existed before. The catharsis was
palpable, not just for Willy, but for the unseen audience in the real world.

EXEMPLAR RESPONSE TO THE PROMPT



However, with this power came an overwhelming sense of responsibility. Each word of critique reshaped not
just the play, but the very fabric of American society. When I suggested that Biff's rejection of the traditional
American Dream was actually a moment of growth rather than failure, I watched in awe as a wave of
peripeteia swept through the phantom audience. Beyond the theatre, I sensed millions reconsidering their
life paths.

The experience forced me to grapple with the true purpose of criticism. Are we merely observers, or are we
co-creators of meaning? The line between analysis and authorship blurred as my words literally rewrote the
script of "Death of a Salesman" and, by extension, the narrative of American ambition.

In the end, I chose to emphasise the subtext of human connection and self-acceptance in my critique. As the
curtain fell on this ever-evolving performance, I saw a Willy Loman who still faced failure, but who found
dignity in understanding his own worth beyond societal metrics of success. The tragedy remained, but it was
tempered with a bittersweet hope—a redefinition of the American Dream that acknowledged its flaws while
preserving its core optimism.

As I leave this ethereal theatre, I carry with me a profound understanding of a critic's power and duty. We
are not just commentators, but custodians of cultural narratives. Our words have the power to challenge,
inspire, and ultimately reshape the very stories that define us. The American Dream may be ever-changing,
but through thoughtful, empathetic criticism, we can guide it towards a more inclusive and fulfilling ideal.

EXEMPLAR RESPONSE TO THE PROMPT


