
Section 1:

#1 (Opening paragraph): a. Strengths:

● Engaging opening with vivid imagery
● Effective use of sensory details to set the scene

b. Weaknesses: Lack of Context Your opening, while intriguing, doesn't provide enough
context for the reader. The sudden appearance of Zoe Chen and the reference to Willy
Loman may confuse readers unfamiliar with "Death of a Salesman". You mention "The
critique's crucible" in the title, but this concept isn't clearly introduced in the opening.

c. Exemplar: "Sixteen-year-old Zoe Chen materialised in a dimly lit theatre, her critic's
instincts already on high alert. As the curtains swept open, she found herself thrust into
the midst of Arthur Miller's 'Death of a Salesman', watching as Willy Loman began his
haunting monologue."

#2 (Middle section, starting with "Suddenly, Zoe rematerialized..."): a. Strengths:

● Portrays the emotional weight of the situation
● Demonstrates the far-reaching consequences of Zoe's actions

b. Weaknesses: Overambitious Scope Your writing attempts to tackle an enormous
concept – reshaping the American Dream – in a very short space. This results in
oversimplification of complex ideas. For instance, you write, "Willy looked up; his eyes
filled with a melancholic understanding that slowly escalated into a pillar of hope." This
transformation feels rushed and lacks the nuance such a significant shift would require.

c. Exemplar: "Willy looked up, his eyes reflecting a lifetime of struggle against unrealistic
expectations. As Zoe's words sank in, a flicker of recognition – not quite hope, but
perhaps the first step towards it – began to emerge in his gaze."

#3 (Final paragraph): a. Strengths:

● Attempts to provide closure to the narrative
● Tries to convey the lasting impact of Zoe's actions

b. Weaknesses: Unclear Resolution Your conclusion leaves the reader with more
questions than answers. You write, "Zoe disappeared into vapour, but her choice still
lived on eternally like the theatre, shaping the world to be ready for improvement and
renewal." However, it's unclear what specific choice Zoe made or how exactly it will
shape the world.



c. Exemplar: "As Zoe faded from the theatre, the ripples of her redefinition of the
American Dream began to spread. Her words, emphasizing personal growth over
material success, echoed through time, offering a new perspective to those grappling
with societal expectations."

Actionable Task: Rewrite the final paragraph, focusing on clearly stating Zoe's specific
redefinition of the American Dream and providing concrete examples of how this new
definition might impact individuals or society.

Overall Score: 42/50

Section 2: Revision Guidelines

The critique's crucible: shaping the American dream

16-year-old Zoe Chen materialised into a dim theatre. As soon as she arrived, a thread
of light wound past the curtains which [that] swept open with a large gust. The
characters were already mid-monologue, eternally presenting their play. Zoe Chen
watched as Willy Loman began a conversation. Critic instincts flaring, Zoe immediately
burst out.

"Wait, that's not right. Your [You're] supposed to be…" #1

Before the words had fully exited her mouth, Willy Loman's voice suddenly faltered. On
the other side of the globe, hundreds of people took a turn for the worse, refusing a
promising job that would keep them secure. The fabric of the American dream began to
tear.

Zoe's eyes widened in realisation, shouting out in surprise, "It's the American dream. It's
all gone wrong. It's meant to be…"

As she spoke, the stage of Willy's house transformed into a hamster wheel of crippling
student debt, insurmountable paperwork, and plummeting stocks. Meanwhile,
thousands of others were traumatised by insoluble nightmares of being on the precipice
of bankruptcy and broken term deposits. Once again, the American dream began to
tear, the essence tinged with false promises that were slowly flooding the air with the
truth of reality which began to work its way into even the most complacent minds.

Suddenly, Zoe rematerialized in a room. Willy Loman sat in front of her, weighed down
by the daily expectations. Zoe knew what she had to do. Willy Loman had to recognize
that the American dream, though perhaps not true, didn't define him.



Zoe approached him, gently whispering, "Willy, you are the pillar of your family. Don't let
expectations define you!"

Willy looked up; his eyes filled with a melancholic understanding that slowly escalated
into a pillar of hope. Across America, people began to have a tinge of hope that built up.
The American dream was completely ripped, but it began to mend with the truth within
it. #2

Now, Zoe had to define it. The weight of the task ahead was encumbersome
[encumbering]. If one mistake was made, the whole world could collapse. The few
effected [affected] would create a domino effect, knocking down the spirits one by one,
transcending oceans and seas, eradicating hope from the world. Zoe took a deep
breath. She felt as if the world was hanging on her shoulders, as it indeed was. She
lifted her pen, tracing several letters, before scribbling it out. Once again, she did so.
Her mind swirled with consequences and the depressed people if it were not shaped
properly. It was like a song; one wrong note would feel abrupt and disrupt the whole
piece, no matter how well played after.

With her final decision embedded in her head, Zoe began to rewrite the American
Dream. It held truth, not false promises of guaranteed success. It gave a lesson,
educated people about consequences of every action. And across the world, people
knew what she meant. Yet, she could feel hope dwindling slightly. Zoe admitted to
herself that it was a necessary task. People deserved to know the truth of the American
Dream now that it had been rewound.

As Zoe left the theatre, her actions playing in her mind, she prayed the truth would help
people for the better by not presenting false promises that were constantly denied, but
by telling people the steps of how to do so. And with that, Zoe disappeared into vapour,
but her choice still lived on eternally like the theatre, shaping the world to be ready for
improvement and renewal. #3


