
#1: "The photograph fell from the old book, revealing a face I hadn't seen in years and
memories I thought I had forgotten."

a. Strengths:

● Engaging opening sentence that creates intrigue
● Effectively sets up the theme of rediscovering memories

b. Weaknesses: Lack of sensory details Your opening sentence, while intriguing, misses
an opportunity to engage the reader's senses fully. The phrase "revealing a face I hadn't
seen in years" could be expanded to paint a more vivid picture of the moment.

c. Exemplar: "The sepia-toned photograph slipped from the musty pages, revealing a
familiar face etched with laughter lines I hadn't seen in years, unlocking a flood of
memories I thought time had erased."

#2: "As I approached my grandpa's study room I was greeted by the sight of rusted, old
yellowish papered books and spider webs dangling on every corner of the ceiling. In the
middle of the room lay a desk. Planted in the middle of the desk was a shiny, leather
wrapped book."

a. Strengths:

● Good attempt at describing the setting
● Contrast between old books and the shiny leather book creates interest

b. Weaknesses: Run-on sentences and inconsistent pacing Your description of the
study room feels rushed and lacks proper punctuation. The phrase "rusted, old
yellowish papered books" is awkward and could be more concise. The sudden focus on
the desk disrupts the flow of the description.

c. Exemplar: "As I entered Grandpa's study, I was greeted by the musty scent of aged
paper. Dusty tomes lined the shelves, their spines faded and cracked. Cobwebs
adorned the corners, silent guardians of forgotten lore. Amidst this tableau of neglect, a
gleaming leather-bound book on the central desk demanded attention."

#3: "DO NOT READ UNTIL 2020To the futureWhat's it like in the future? Are there
robots and that can fight and drive a tank?It's horrible in the present right now. There
are fighter planes that drop bombs on your houses! I hated it when Hitler decided to
start the war!Right now I'm writing this to you in a war bunker.OVER AND OUT"



a. Strengths:

● Interesting concept of a letter from the past
● Attempt to capture the voice of someone from World War II era

b. Weaknesses: Underdeveloped historical voice Your letter lacks the authentic tone
and language of a World War II soldier. The abrupt questions and exclamations feel
more modern than period-appropriate. The content doesn't fully capture the gravity of
wartime experiences.

c. Exemplar: "DO NOT READ UNTIL 2020 To the future, I wonder about your world.
Have the marvels of technology given rise to mechanical soldiers? As I pen this from
the dank confines of our bunker, the relentless drone of enemy aircraft looms overhead.
The Führer's madness has plunged us all into this inferno. May you never know such
horrors. Godspeed, Your great-grandfather"

Actionable Task: Rewrite the letter from your great-grandfather, focusing on creating a
more authentic historical voice. Research common phrases and concerns of World War
II soldiers to make the content more believable and emotionally impactful.
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