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Step 1: Read the question stem first. Not the answer choices, but the question stem. This will help you
categorise the question into its question type. 

Step 2: Read the stimulus (the paragraph). Now, the stimulus can basically be broken down into two parts
– the premises and the conclusion. Identify these parts!

Step 3: Focus on the conclusion and read the question stem again.

Step 4: Eliminate the answer choices that are wrong. DO NOT try to make the answer choice FIT in with
what you’ve been given. If you think it’s wrong, eliminate it. If you’re unsure, or if you think it’s a good
match, keep it until you’ve read all the options. The method of elimination works the best in critical
reasoning. Never choose an answer before going through all the answer choices.

Step 5: Read the final answer choice you’ve chosen, and read the stem. Does this answer the stem
concisely? If yes, pick the answer and move on. If you’ve eliminated all answer choices, go back to Step 3
and try to gather information more effectively.

DECONSTRUCTION OF GENERAL METHOD FOR CRITICAL
REASONING QUESTIONS



Identifying the PREMISES and the CONCLUSION in a stimulus is CRUCIAL. 

The way I look at it, premise and assumption form the foundation to a conclusion. 

This is also a place where the logical reasoning can crumble, if the author deduces something wrong
from the premise.

The conclusion is supported by the premises and the assumptions.

 An assumption is essentially the UNSTATED/INVISIBLE premise in the stimulus. 

There are certain indicator words that can be used to differentiate the premise from the conclusion
and these are fairly easy to remember.

IDENTIFYING PREMISES AND CONCLUSION



Must Be True – These are basic inference questions

Impact of Additional Evidence: Which of the following will strengthen/weaken the argument? These ask

for answer choices that strengthen or weaken the conclusion of an argument. 

Detecting Reasoning Errors – These ask you to determine the reasoning errors within an argument. 

Parallel Reasoning

Applying Principles-These qs refer to finding a GENERAL & UNIVERSAL RULE from a particular

situation, that can also be applied to other situations.

Assumptions-These refer to assumptions that help us prove the validity of the conclusions.

Drawing Conclusion

Main Conclusion-Regardless of whether it appears or not, you should be able to do this easily.

TYPES OF QUESTIONS

So now that we are familiar with the basic deconstruction, let’s look at some question types. Here are

some question types you should expect to see in the Thinking Skills Test. In red, are question types which

*may* pop up. Again, as the test is quite new, we can’t be certain on whether or not they will be there.

The following question types are VERY LIKELY to appear in the Selective Schools Test:

1.

2.

3.

Some other question types that are UNLIKELY to but MAY appear in the Selective Schools Test include: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

TYPES OF CRITICAL REASONING QUESTIONS



QUESTION TYPE #1:  MUST BE TRUE



QUESTION TYPE #2A: WEAKENING ARGUMENTS



QUESTION TYPE #2A: WEAKENING ARGUMENTS



QUESTION TYPE #2B: STRENGTHENING ARGUMENTS



QUESTION TYPE #3: DETECTING REASONING ERRORS

Causation flaw
Correlation vs Causation (a type of causation flaw)
Ignoring other possibilities
Conflation (Drawing inappropriate comparisons between two different ideas, aka
apples to oranges)
Jumping to conclusions (Slippery Slope)
Hasty generalisations
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Detecting reasoning error questions are very likely to appear in the Selective Schools
Test.

Possible Question Stems
•  “Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the above argument?”
OR
•  “Who is correct?" [Dialogue question]

Thus, you will need to figure out if an argument is correct or flawed. If it is flawed, you
have to work out what is wrong with the argument, namely find the flaw in the authors
reasoning.

Here is a list of some flaw types:

 
The Selective Schools Test will likely NOT present the flaws in the PARTICULAR
NAMES  used above (ie. Selective Schools Test won't include 'hasty generalisation",
but rather rewrite this idea in a more simple way)

For a detailed breakdown of different types of flaws, refer to:



5 QUICK TIPS FOR CRITICAL REASONING
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LOGIC GAMES








