Section 1:
#1 - Opening Paragraph Strengths:

e Strong visual imagery with the "shiny billboard" contrasting against the "lively Venice
Beach boardwalk"
e Effective use of sensory details to establish setting

Weaknesses: Show vs Tell issue — > Your opening relies heavily on direct statements rather than
allowing readers to experience the scene through Zack's perspective. The phrase "felt out of
place" tells rather than shows the discord between the plaza and boardwalk.

Exemplar: "Zack's skateboard clattered to the ground as the glossy billboard loomed above him,
its pristine renders of marble fountains and designer storefronts casting shadows across the
spray-painted murals and well-worn wooden planks of Venice Beach boardwalk."

#2 - Middle Development (Paragraph 4) Strengths:

e C(lear progression of action showing character initiative
e Strong emotional investment in the conflict

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Scene Building — > Your transition into action feels rushed with
phrases like "gathered his friends" and "brainstormed ways" lacking specific details that would
bring the scene to life.

Exemplar: "That evening, Zack's text brought everyone to their sunset spot - the weathered
lifeguard tower where they'd spent countless summers. Between bites of Miguel's fish tacos, they
drafted plans on salt-stained notebooks."

#3 - Resolution (Final Paragraph) Strengths:

e Beautiful sensory details with "warm glow" and "salty air"
e Effective circular structure returning to the skateboard

Weaknesses: Resolution Pacing — > Your ending rushes through important emotional beats. The
phrase "feeling proud" misses an opportunity to fully explore the impact of the community's
unity.

Exemplar: "As sunset painted the sky in amber and rose, Zack ran his fingers along his
skateboard's familiar scratches and dents - battle scars from years of Venice Beach adventures.
Each groove told a story of this place, their place."



Actionable Task: Rewrite the fourth paragraph focusing on specific details of the meeting
location, friends' individual reactions, and the actual process of planning their response to the
plaza.

Overall Score: 45/50
Section 2:

#1 Zack's skateboard clattered to the ground as he stared in disbelief at the shiny billboard.
"Coming Soon: Sunset Plaza—Luxury Shopping, Dining, and Entertainment," it announced,
showing a sleek design that felt out of place against the lively Venice Beach boardwalk. The
bright colours of the boardwalk, filled with street performers, surf shops, and beachgoers enjoying
the sun, seemed to disappear behind the fancy promise of the new plaza.

#2 As Zack stood there, he felt a wave of confusion wash over him. The boardwalk had always
been his special place—a spot where creativity thrived, where artists painted colourful murals,
and friends gathered to share laughter. The idea of a luxury shopping centre felt like a betrayal, as
if a part of his home was being taken away.

Turning away from the billboard, Zack's mind raced with thoughts about the changes coming to
his retghbetrheed [neighbourhood]. Would the new plaza push out the local shops that everyone
loved? What would happen to the taco truck that served the best fish tacos he had ever eaten?
Zack imagined his favourite hangout spots replaced by expensive stores and fancy restaurants,
losing the charm that made Venice Beach so special.

#3 Determinednot-totet-thts-happen—without-a—fight; [Determined to protect their community, ]
Zack gathered his friends, all of whom cared deeply about their netghberheed [neighbourhood].

They met at their usual spot near the beach, with the salty breeze blowing through their hair, and
brainstormed ways to protect their home. They started a petition, organised beach clean-ups to
show their love for the area, and collected support from local businesses.

As days turned into weeks, Zack’s small campaign began to gain attention. Social media posts
highlighting the lively life of Venice Beach contrasted with pictures of the planned luxury plaza.
Local news started covering their efforts, and soon they planned a community event called “Save
Our Boardwalk,” where artists, musicians, and local vendors could showcase what made Venice
unique.

As the day of the event approached, Zack felt hopeful. The boardwalk came alive with creativity
and spirit, and the community joined together in a way he hadn’t expected. Artists painted murals
celebrating their culture, and food stalls offered delicious tastes of Venice. The air buzzed with
energy as people danced, laughed, and shared stories.



Zack stood on the boardwalk, looking out at the crowd, feeling proud. It was a moment of unity, a
reminder that the heart of Venice Beach lay not in its buildings, but in its people. The shiny
billboard had sparked a movement, igniting a fire within the community that couldn’t be put out.

As the sun began to set, casting a warm glow over the beach, Zack picked up his skateboard,
feeling the smooth wood beneath his fingers. He took a deep breath, savouring the salty air and
the sounds of laughter around him. No matter what happened with Sunset Plaza, he knew one
thing: the spirit of Venice Beach would live on, shaped by the love and strength of those who
called it home.



