Section 1:
#1 (Opening paragraph): Strengths:

e Strong visual imagery through sensory details like "clattered" and "colorful Venice Beach"
e Effective establishment of conflict and emotional stakes

Weakness: Overreliance on exposition —> Your opening relies heavily on directly stating the
conflict through the billboard rather than allowing it to unfold naturally. Phrases like "stared in
disbelief" and "heart sank" tell rather than show the emotional impact. Exemplar: "Zack's
skateboard wheels caught on a crack, sending him stumbling. But it wasn't the near-fall that made
his stomach drop — it was the towering billboard that had appeared overnight, its pristine
rendering of 'Sunset Plaza' casting a shadow over the vibrant murals of Venice Beach below."

#2 (Rally preparation): Strengths:

e (Good build-up of tension and anticipation
e Natural progression of youth activism

Weakness: Underdeveloped character dynamics —> While you establish Zack and Maya's
friendship, their interactions feel surface-level. The dialogue like "Let's throw a rally!" lacks the
depth of a long-standing friendship facing a crisis. Exemplar: "Maya's fingers drummed against
her skateboard as she spoke, a nervous habit Zack recognised from years of friendship. 'A rally,’
she said quietly, then with growing conviction. 'We need to show them what they're really trying
to destroy."

#3 (Rally scene): Strengths:

e Vivid atmosphere through specific details
e Strong emotional resonance

Weakness: Rushed pacing —> Your rally scene moves too quickly from setup to speech, missing
opportunities to build tension. Phrases like "On the day of the rally" and "when he stepped up"
skip important emotional moments. Exemplar: "Zack's hands trembled as he counted the growing
crowd. Fifteen minutes until his speech, and already the boardwalk thrummed with more energy
than he'd ever felt — painters perched on scaffolding, musicians tuning their instruments, and
hundreds of familiar faces waiting for someone to give voice to their shared fear."

Actionable Task: Rewrite the rally scene (paragraphs 10-11) focusing specifically on Zack's
internal struggle and physical sensations as he prepares to speak, incorporating at least three
specific sensory details.

Overall Score: 44/50



Section 2:

Zack's skateboard clattered to the ground as he stared in disbelief at the glossy billboard. "Coming
Soon: Sunset Plaza—Luxury Shopping, Dining, and Entertainment," it proclaimed, showing no
trace of the colourful Venice Beach Boardwalk he called home. The vibrant murals, the eclectic
vendors, and the street performers who filled the air with music were all under threat. His heart
sank. #1

"Dude, are you okay?" asked Maya, his best friend, as she approached, skateboard in hand.

"Look at this!" Zack gestured at the billboard, frustration bubbling up inside him. "They're tearing
down everything we love for some soulless mall. This place is about culture, not consumerism!"

Maya squinted at the billboard, her expression shifting from confusion to concern. "We can't just
let this happen. We have to do something."

Zack nodded, determination replacing disbelief. "We need to rally the community. This boardwalk
is our home. It's where people come to express themselves, not to buy overpriced lattes."

Over the next few days, Zack and Maya set up a makeshift booth on the boardwalk, complete
with a vibrant sign that read, "Save Venice Beach!" They handed out flyers, collected signatures,
and shared stories of the boardwalk's magic. Every day, they met artists, performers, and
vendors—each with a tale of how the boardwalk had changed their lives.

t [Maya paused their evening beach walk, the setting sun painting the sky in

cascading colours. "Let's throw a rally!" she suggested.] "Get everyone together to show how
much this place means to us." #2

Zack's eyes lit up. "Yes! We'll have music, art, and a march down the boardwalk. Let's make it
unforgettable."

As the rally day approached, excitement and anxiety bubbled within Zack. The night before, he
couldn't sleep, imagining the crowd that would gather, the voices that would rise in unison. Would
they be enough to make a difference?

On the day of the rally, Zack stood at the edge of the boardwalk, watching as people arrived.
Artists painted live murals, musicians strummed acoustic guitars, and dancers filled the air with
energy. When he stepped up to the makeshift stage, the crowd hushed. #3

"Thank you all for being here," Zack shouted, his voice steady despite the crowd's energy.
"Venice Beach isn't just a place; it's a community, a culture, a canvas for dreams. If we don't stand
together now, we'll lose everything that makes this place special."



Cheers erupted, and Zack felt a surge of hope. They marched down the boardwalk, chanting
slogans, holding signs that read, "Save Our Culture!" and "Venice Beach is Home!" Bystanders
joined in, and soon it felt like the entire beach was alive with the spirit of resistance.

The next few weeks were a whirlwind of activity. Local news outlets covered the rally, social
media buzzed with the hashtag #SaveVeniceBeach, and petitions reached thousands of signatures.
Slowly, the developers began to take notice.

Finally, the day arrived when Zack and Maya stood outside a meeting where the city council
would discuss the proposed project. As they entered the room, Zack felt a mix of nervousness and
determination.

When it was his turn to speak, he stepped forward, heart pounding. "We are not just fighting for a
boardwalk; we are fighting for our identity, our community. Venice Beach is a place where
anyone can be themselves, and that's worth protecting."



