
Section 1:

#1: "Japan's rapid post-war economic recovery...forward-looking nation." Strengths:

● Clear topic introduction focusing on key factors
● Well-integrated evidence using Rick's observations

Weakness: Underdeveloped Analysis → Your argument about Japan's transformation lacks specific
details about how technological innovation manifested. Phrases like "tangible results" and "economic
strength" need concrete examples.

Exemplar: "Japan's post-war recovery was driven by innovations in manufacturing, as evidenced by
Rick's observations of Tokyo's automated transit systems and advanced industrial facilities in 1964."

#2: "While Emperor Hirohito sought...cultural identities than Japan's." Strengths:

● Strong counterargument addressing cultural complexity
● Effective use of critical analysis

Weakness: Insufficient Evidence Development → Your discussion of traditions being "commodified"
remains abstract. The paragraph needs specific examples of how traditions were altered.

Exemplar: "Traditional tea ceremonies, once intimate family rituals, were transformed into tourist
attractions, demonstrating how cultural practices were commercialised during modernisation."

#3: "I thoroughly believe that Japan...development and growth." Strengths:

● Clear position statement
● Addresses contemporary relevance

Weakness: Logical Inconsistency → Your conclusion contradicts earlier arguments about blending
tradition with modernisation. The sudden focus on tourism doesn't align with your previous
discussion of economic development.

Exemplar: "While Japan's economic strength provides a foundation for growth, maintaining cultural
authenticity through selective modernisation would better serve both its heritage and tourism
potential."

Actionable Task: Rewrite your conclusion paragraph focusing on synthesising the dual importance of
economic growth and cultural preservation, using specific examples from modern Japan to support
your position.

Score: 41/50



Section 2:

#1 Japan's rapid post-war economic recovery was fueled by its embrace of industrialization
[industrialisation], technological innovation, and global economic integration. Rick's observations of
Tokyo in 1964 highlight the tangible results of this transformation: a modern metropolis that
symbolized [symbolised] progress and international prestige. The hosting of the Olympics served as a
platform for Japan to showcase its economic strength and technological prowess while rebranding
itself as a peaceful, forward-looking nation.

At the heart of this success was a deliberate strategy of blending tradition with modernization
[modernisation]. Emperor Hirohito embodied this vision, encouraging economic advancement while
advocating for the preservation of cultural identity. For example, traditional values like discipline,
collective effort, and respect for hierarchy were integrated into corporate and educational systems,
ensuring that modernization [modernisation] did not completely erode Japan's cultural foundations.
This synthesis allowed Japan to modernize [modernise] without entirely abandoning its heritage, a
lesson in how cultural continuity can coexist with economic development.

For countries seeking modernization [modernisation], adopting Japan's model could provide a
roadmap to economic success while preserving cultural identity. By selectively integrating aspects of
their traditions into modernization [modernisation] efforts, nations can potentially achieve progress
without losing their cultural essence.

#2 However, the Japanese experience also demonstrates the high social costs of rapid modernization
[modernisation], making it a less universally suitable model. Rick's account of Tokyo during the
Olympic era reveals not only the city's physical transformation but also the displacement of local
communities and the erosion of traditional lifestyles. Urbanization [Urbanisation] and
industrialization [industrialisation] disrupted longstanding social networks and ways of life, leading to
cultural homogenization [homogenisation] and alienation.

While Emperor Hirohito sought to merge tradition with progress, the reality was more complex.
Many traditions were either commodified for international audiences or sidelined to make way for
modernization [modernisation]. This raises questions about whether true cultural preservation is
possible under such a model, especially for nations with less cohesive or resilient cultural identities
than Japan's.

Furthermore, the success of Japan's model was heavily reliant on unique historical and geopolitical
factors, such as significant U.S. financial and technological support during the Cold War. This context
may not be replicable for countries pursuing modernization [modernisation] today, making the
Japanese experience difficult to emulate.

#3 CONCLUSION: [Conclusion:]

JAPAN SHOULDN'T SACRIFICE CULTURAL IDENTITY AND SHOULD PRESERVE IT
INSTEAD [Japan's Cultural Identity: The Need for Preservation]



I thoroughly believe that Japan should preserve cultural importance and significance since they
already have a strong sturdy growing economy, but their culture could improve on some of its aspects
such as making Japan a more diverse place to live in, with different faces all around. [I firmly believe
that Japan should prioritise cultural preservation whilst maintaining its robust economy, particularly
focusing on fostering greater diversity within its society.] If Japan turned to an industrial and
economical country, that would alienate the tourism and cultural community making Japan more
unpopular with the travelling industry. [Further industrialisation might risk alienating tourism and
cultural communities, potentially diminishing Japan's appeal to international visitors.] That is why I
believe that Japan should focus on cultural preservation instead of economic development and
growth.


