Section 1:
#1 "On my first day at Sparke Academy...dropping down from honey." Strengths:

e Effective use of sensory details to convey nervousness and anticipation

e Strong opening that establishes the setting and emotional state

Weaknesses: Inconsistent Pacing — Your description of time shifts abruptly from "whirlwind" to
"standing still" without smooth transitions. The metaphor about honey feels disconnected from

the previous descriptions.

Exemplar: "On my first day at Sparke Academy, I woke up early, my excitement mingling with
nervousness. By nine o'clock, I stood before the school, heart racing. The morning rushed by in a
whirlwind until maths class began, where time seemed to slow to a glacial pace as I struggled to

absorb the new information."
#2 "Minutes compressed into Hours...but It passed." Strengths:

e C(lear expression of contrasting experiences in different subjects

e Good attempt at showing emotional investment in English class

Weaknesses: Mechanical Flow — Your sentences run together without proper punctuation or

transitions. The sudden shift between being bored and excited needs more development.

Exemplar: "Minutes compressed into hours as I sat through maths, but everything changed
when English began. Mr Jones made the class so engaging that I wished it would never end. At
lunch, I found sanctuary in the library, losing myself in my book until the bell's sudden ring

pulled me back to reality."
#3 "The next class was music...music class was over." Strengths:

e Detailed description of learning a new instrument

e Effective portrayal of progress from struggle to achievement

Weaknesses: Repetitive Time References — Your repeated mentions of time passing create

redundancy, particularly in phrases like "before I knew it" appearing multiple times.

Exemplar: "In music class, I eagerly approached the saxophone for the first time. Though my
initial attempts produced only squeaks, patient practice helped me find clearer notes. As my

confidence grew, so did my enjoyment, until the final bell caught me by surprise."



Actionable Task: Rewrite the first paragraph focusing on creating smoother transitions between
your descriptions of time passing. Begin each sentence with a different word or phrase to vary

your structure.

Score: 43/50

Section 2:

#1 On my first day at Sparke Academy, I woke up early, excited and nervous. By nine o'clock, I
was standing in front of the school, my heart racing. The morning felt like a whirlwind;
everything seemed to move so fast. After a quick orientation, we split into our first
classes—mine was maths. As the teacher explained the syllabus, it felt like time was almost
standing still, each minute draggmg on as I tried to absorb all the information. Fime—stowty
e rstHikesomething—dr g rfromhoney: [Time crept forward like honey dripping

favorite—stbjeet—eameEnghsh! [Minutes compressed into hours as I endured maths, but then
came my favourite subject—English!] Time went at lightning speed and thre—teacherMrJones
[Mr Jones] had made it so interesting that I would stay there forever. New-it+s [During] Lunch

time I ate my lunch and ran to the library and read my book. After-ene-hour-ofreading-the-bel

rang—wich—seemed—so—qutekbutHt-passed: [After an hour of reading, the bell rang—far too
quickly for my liking.]

After lunch, I headed to the gym for PE. We started with some warm-up exercises before
jumping into a game of basketball. I'd been looking forward to it, but I was surprised by how
challenging it was to keep up with everyone. I lost track of time as I ran up and down the court,
shooting hoops and defending my team. Before I knew it, the game was over, and we were

moving on to the next activity.

#3 The next class was music, and I couldn't wait to try the saxophone for the first time. Our
teacher handed out instruments, and as I picked up the saxophone, I felt a rush of excitement.
Learning to play was tricky, though. The teacher showed us how to place our fingers and blow
into the mouthpiece, but at first, all I could produce was a squeak! Slowly, I got the hang of it,
and each note became clearer. Time felt like it was speeding up again, and before I knew it,

music class was over.



Reflecting on my first day, I reatized [realised] how quickly some things flew by while other
moments seemed to drag on. But I'd learned a lot and had more fun than I expected. I went to

bed that night feeling excited for the adventures that lay ahead at Sparke Academy.



