
Bridge Between Worlds: 
R i c k ' s  C r u c i b l e  o f  I d e n t i t y

 
HISTORICAL LOCATION (EUROPE,AUSTRALIA, US (WESTERN)



Introduction
1869, Brooklyn. As the monumental Brooklyn Bridge rises from the
murky depths of the East River, fourteen-year-old Rick watches his
father descend daily into the treacherous caissons below. Born to an
Irish immigrant caisson worker, Rick finds himself straddling two
worlds - apprenticed to his father's perilous underwater trade while
harbouring a clandestine passion for engineering, nurtured by a
young draughtsman who recognises his prodigious talent. Through
Rick's anguished perspective, we witness not merely the birth of an
American icon, but the excruciating metamorphosis of a boy torn
between filial duty and burning ambition.

 

 

 
Poverty stricken, industrialised, cobblestone streets, 
 

 
Noxious bloom of coal, soot-infested air

 
Billowing smoke
Factories,

 
Fog/haze

 
Broken sewage systems

 
Rattling of carriages,
Model T



Writing Prompt
Using the story starter provided, craft a narrative
about a pivotal day when Rick's two worlds collide
during a caisson emergency. Show how his
engineering knowledge and familial loyalty intertwine
in a moment of crisis. Focus on the physical and
emotional pressure he experiences, using the bridge
itself as a metaphor for the connections he tries to
build between his two worlds.
 

 

 
Baby Einstein 

 
FAMILIAL CONFLICT

 
LAWYER vs TUTOR



 Story Starter
The compressed air hissed through corroded pipes like a serpent's warning
as Rick watched his father's weathered form disappear into the caisson's

maw for another backbreaking shift. The massive wooden chamber,
entombed beneath the river's murky surface, promised a semblance of

dryness for the workers excavating the bridge's foundations, but its
pressurised atmosphere harboured invisible perils that haunted Rick's

dreams. His calloused fingers clutched his father's dented lunch pail - inside
lay a crumpled note begging forgiveness for his impending betrayal. Tonight,

instead of trudging home to their tenement, he would slip away to the
engineer's sanctum, where logarithms and stress calculations beckoned with
promises of elevation from their working-class existence. But as the caisson's

iron door clanged shut with sepulchral finality, Rick's conscience writhed -
was the pursuit of his dreams worth shattering his father's?

 
Excruciating, claustrophobic, trepidation, inundated in darkness, unforgiving, caliginous darkness, eternal, confined, caged

 

 

 

 
Swampy brown, algae, chemical refuse from factories, green contaminated plankton, toxic fumes rising above the river’s surface, remains of fish skeletons lifelessly on the surface, dead animals, soulless 

 

 

 
Chipped nails, broken ski 

 

 

 
Writhing, emotional tug of war, shame surging/jolting through his veins/ flashes of father’s disappointment, searing guilt burn through his skull , contrition, torn between two opposing ends, remorse, 



Writing Technique Focus: Visceral
Internal and External Conflict

Throughout this narrative, we'll explore how physical challenges
mirror soul-deep struggles:
- Heights vs. Depths (intellectual aspirations vs. manual labour)
- Pressure (underwater compression vs. familial expectations)
- Construction vs. Destruction (building the bridge while fracturing
family bonds)
- Tradition vs. Innovation (inherited trade vs. modern engineering)
- Loyalty vs. Ambition (filial duty vs. personal dreams)

 
MEMORISE THE CHARACTER AND PLOT

 
Hollowed cheeks, smothered in soot, greasy strewn over a weathered face, skin filled with charcoal zits and cuts and bruises, collapsed lungs, crusty skin, dirt-filled nails, hunched bones, exasperated wheezing, contorted skeleton, wiry, stringy, malnourished, sinewy flesh

 

 

 
PATHETIC FALLACY- outside world mirrors the inside world



The Morning Descent

Setting Elements:
- Pre-dawn riverside
- Caisson preparation
- Worker's procession



Exemplars:
1. "Pewter-hued fog enshrouded the nascent bridge towers like burial shrouds, while below, men
shuffled toward the caisson's maw like penitents approaching confession. Rick's father stood among
them, his broad shoulders bowed beneath two decades of backbreaking labour. 'This bridge will
outlast us all,' he'd proclaim, though lately those words carried the weight of a curse rather than
prophecy."
 
2. "Each dawn brought its cacophony of portents - chains clanking like prisoners' shackles, steam
whistles shrieking their banshee warnings, and beneath it all, the caisson's ceaseless hiss of
compressed air that kept the river's crushing weight at bay. Today, the familiar symphony carried
new discordant notes, perhaps reflecting the turbulence in Rick's own conscience."
 
3. "Rick's trembling hands traced the pressure gauge's inexorable climb - thirty pounds per square
inch, a number that once meant nothing but now screamed of invisible dangers. His secret studies
had stripped away the protective veil of ignorance, leaving him naked before the terrible knowledge
of what such pressure could do to the human body."

 

 

 
Ashy grey (soot) 

 
Graveyard, hell

 

 
Sinners

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Screeching of nails, 

 
Harrowing scraping of chalkboards

 
Requiems/ elegies of the departed

 
Demented choirs



The Hidden Apprenticeship

Setting Elements:
- Engineer's office sanctuary
- Concealed calculations
- Dual existence

 
Sad song

 

 

 
PARENTAL EXPECTATION VS PERSONAL DREAMS

 

 
Add circumstances

 
Lawyer

 
Teacher

 

 

 

 
More circumstances
Variables 



Exemplars:

1. "Chalk dust pirouetted through shafts of afternoon light as Rick's fingers danced across borrowed
slate, each calculation a step further from his father's world. The engineer's office, with its
atmosphere of hushed reverence, felt like a cathedral dedicated to precision and possibility. His
father's calloused hands would seem sacrilegious among these delicate instruments."
 
2. "Thomas, the young draughtsman, taught in conspiratorial whispers during stolen moments. 'Your
mind was crafted for this work,' he'd murmur, watching Rick unravel complex equations with almost
supernatural intuition. Yet each word of praise twisted like a knife in Rick's gut, weighted with the
betrayal of generations of proud labourers."
 
3. "'Bridge work flows in your blood,' his father often declared, envisioning the brutish labour of the
caissons. But as Rick's pencil glided across pages of precise calculations, he wondered if that same
blood might carry different destinies - engineering dreams instead of calloused palms."

 
ADD MORE CIRCUMSTANCES

 
Most self-conflict

 
BUILD TENSION

 

 
Enlightening, beautiful 

 

 

 

 
Divinity, sacred silence, angelic, celestial aura, serene, philosophical. Scientific transcendence 

 

 
Ancient place

 

 

 
Words were like daggers to his heart. Conscience, 

 
Ensnaring his mind- split, excruciating contortion of his soul -stretched

 
Words ricocheted through soul

 

 

 



Crisis in the Depths

Setting Elements:
- Underwater catastrophe
- Knowledge vs. tradition
- Moment of revelation

 
Grandeur, grandiose, prestigious, sublime, monumental, Italian frescoes, shimmering chandeliers, velvety, silky chairs, adorned mosaic, wallpaper, marbled floors, gleaming candles, scent of wood (flowers, daisies, cherry blossoms, roses, poppies, tulips)_

 

 
You come from a long lineage of labourers- 

 
You must carry on the tradition entrenched in the X family



Exemplars:

1. "The day calamity struck, Rick was delivering lunch pails to the decompression chamber when his
father staggered, decompression sickness seizing his massive frame without warning. Time
compressed like the air around them as Rick's mind raced through forbidden knowledge of pressure
calculations and human limitations. Never had mathematics and love collided so violently."
 
2. "Inside the airlock, his father's laboured breathing echoed like a death knell. Fifteen minutes for
safe decompression - Rick counted each second with mathematical precision while cradling his
father's head, understanding with crystalline clarity that some equations carried the weight of life
itself."
 
3. "They emerged into harsh sunlight, his father's trembling arm heavy across his shoulders. 'You
knew,' his father whispered, eyes finding the engineering text protruding from Rick's jacket. 'You
knew about pressure and time.' The words hung between them like an unfinished span, awaiting the
keystone of understanding."

 

 
We want his father to die

 
You want your character to get as close to physically or mentally dying as possible, but not dead

 

 
Pallid face, rapid breathing, white pallor, mouth frothing in a uncontrollable fit, bated breath, bulging insensate eyes, heart palpitating, shivering vigorously

 
Panicking, trepidation, thoughts/guilt coursing through his veins

 
RHETORICAL QUESTIONS?

 
If only I had… xyz

 
FLASHFORWARD
- grave yard, weeping uncontrollably, grave stone, RIP



The Evening Calculations

Setting Elements:
- Candlelit drafting sanctuary
- Nocturnal studies
- Dual burdens



Exemplars:
1. "Candlelight wavered across precise geometric patterns as Rick's fingers, still bearing the grime of
caisson work, traced bridge calculations with religious devotion. His muscles screamed from the
day's labour - Father's insistence on practical experience - yet these evening hours belonged to his
dreams, each careful line another rope bridge stretched across the chasm between two lives."
 
2. "Thomas discovered him slumped over differential equations again, exhaustion finally claiming
victory. 'You're attempting the impossible,' he cautioned, but Rick could only shake his head. 'Father
descends into darkness daily,' he whispered. 'I can endure these midnight vigils.' His words tasted of
pride and defiance and bone-deep fatigue."
 
3. "'Engineering's not meant for our kind,' Father's voice echoed in his memory. But in the sanctified
quiet of the drafting room, Rick watched shadows dance across his calculations and wondered -
wasn't building dreams as noble as building bridges? The answer lay trapped somewhere between
his mathematical formulas and his heart's desperate yearning."



Forging New Bonds

Setting Elements:
- Hospital reconciliation
- Bridge completion insights
- Family evolution



Exemplars:

1. "When they carried Father from the caisson that final time, reality shattered like dropped surveying
glass. Rick's worlds collided - his engineering knowledge screaming warnings about decompression
while his heart screamed louder. Between his father's rasping breaths, the notebook slipped from
Rick's pocket, and in that moment, both their worlds shifted on their foundations."
 
2. "'You could have warned us,' the other workers muttered, seeing Rick's calculations about
pressure sickness. 'You knew the dangers.' Their accusations drove him to the half-built tower
where he stood suspended between sky and river, feeling torn asunder. Below, the caissons claimed
lives. Above, the bridge reached for something greater. Where did he truly belong?"
 
3. "In the hospital's sterile confines, Father's weathered hand found Rick's drawings. Silence
stretched between them like an unfinished span. 'You've got your mother's mind,' Father finally
whispered, and for the first time, his calloused finger traced the precise lines of Rick's dreams with
something approaching comprehension."



Vocabulary List
1. Inexorable - Impossible to stop or prevent
2. Clandestine - Kept secret or hidden
3. Metamorphosis - Complete transformation
4. Sanctum - Sacred or private place
5. Penitent - Feeling regretful of sins
6. Sepulchral - Relating to burial or tomb
7. Cacophony - Harsh mixture of sounds
8. Portent - Sign of something imminent
9. Sacrilege - Violation of sacred things
10. Intuition - Understanding without reasoning
11. Calamity - Great misfortune or disaster
12. Revelation - Dramatic disclosure
13. Reconciliation - Restoration of harmony
14. Asunder - Into separate parts
15. Comprehension - Understanding deeply


