
Section 1:

#1 (First paragraph) Strengths:

● Strong thesis introduction that effectively frames the complexity of the development vs.
preservation debate

● Skillful integration of Japan as a specific case study

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Context → Your opening could benefit from more specific historical
context about Japan's post-war situation. The phrase "complex one" and "remarkable story" are too
general and miss the opportunity to ground readers in the specific timeframe and circumstances.

Exemplar: "The question of whether developing nations should prioritize rapid economic growth over
cultural preservation is particularly relevant when examining Japan's transformation from 1945-1964,
as the nation rebuilt itself from widespread destruction to host the Olympic Games."

#2 (Third paragraph) Strengths:

● Effective use of Emperor Hirohito's perspective as a central authority
● Clear connection between historical example and broader argument

Weaknesses: Limited Analysis Development → Your discussion of Hirohito's vision needs deeper
exploration. The phrase "merging tradition with progress" remains abstract without specific examples
of how this balance was attempted.

Exemplar: "Emperor Hirohito's vision emphasized preserving specific cultural institutions like the tea
ceremony and traditional arts while simultaneously promoting industrial modernization,
demonstrating that cultural preservation and economic growth could be complementary rather than
contradictory goals."

#3 (Final paragraph) Strengths:

● Strong synthesis of arguments presented
● Effective connection back to broader implications

Weaknesses: Conclusion Redundancy → Your conclusion repeats ideas without advancing the
argument. The phrase "cautionary tale" and "balanced approach" could be replaced with more specific
recommendations.

Exemplar: "The Japanese experience suggests that developing nations might consider a staged
approach to modernisation, where rapid growth is balanced with specific cultural preservation
initiatives in areas like traditional arts, community structures, and local economic practices."



Actionable Task: Rewrite your third paragraph focusing specifically on how Emperor Hirohito's
vision was implemented through concrete policies or initiatives, using at least two specific examples
from the 1964 Olympic period.

Score: 41/50

Section 2:

#1 The question of whether developing nations should prioritize [prioritise] rapid economic growth
over cultural preservation is a complex one, especially when considering the example of Japan's
post-war economic miracle. While Japan's transformation from a war-torn nation to an economic
powerhouse is indeed a remarkable story, it is essential to analyze [analyse] the implications of such a
development path on cultural identity and social cohesion.

Japan's post-war economic miracle, epitomized [epitomised] during the 1964 Tokyo Olympics,
showcased a nation eager to project an image of modernity and progress. The rapid industrialization
[industrialisation] and urbanization [urbanisation] that occurred during this period were impressive,
but they came at a cost to cultural preservation. Rick's observations from that era indicate a profound
transformation in Tokyo, where traditional practices and community structures began to erode under
the weight of modernization [modernisation]. As the city expanded and embraced Western
technologies and practices, many local customs and ways of life were overshadowed.

#2 Emperor Hirohito's vision, as articulated during this time, was one of merging tradition with
progress. He understood the necessity of modernization [modernisation] to compete on a global stage
but also emphasized [emphasised] the importance of maintaining Japan's cultural identity. His
perspective suggests that a balance can be struck between economic advancement and cultural
preservation. This highlights the potential dangers of pursuing rapid growth at the expense of cultural
heritage, as it can lead to a sense of alienation among local communities who feel disconnected from
their roots.

Local community members during the 1964 Olympics often expressed anxiety about the rapid
changes occurring in their neighborhoods. Traditional markets were replaced by modern shopping
complexes, and communal practices were gradually replaced by individualistic behaviors associated
with urban life. This shift not only impacted local economies but also eroded the social fabric that had
characterized [characterised] these communities for generations. The loss of cultural practices and
communal ties can lead to a diminished sense of identity and belonging, which are crucial elements
for societal cohesion.

Furthermore, the case of Japan illustrates that economic growth does not automatically translate into
improved quality of life for all citizens. While the overall economy expanded, disparities emerged,
and many individuals felt left behind in the race towards modernization [modernisation]. The



prioritization [prioritisation] of rapid economic growth often leads to the neglect of social welfare and
cultural initiatives, which are vital for holistic development.

#3 In conclusion, while Japan's post-war economic miracle provides an inspiring model of rapid
growth, it also serves as a cautionary tale about the potential ramifications of forsaking cultural
preservation. Developing nations should not blindly emulate this path but instead seek a balanced
approach that honors their cultural identities while pursuing economic development. The vision of
Emperor Hirohito, advocating for the integration of tradition and progress, offers a framework that
respects cultural heritage while also embracing the benefits of modernization [modernisation]. By
prioritizing [prioritising] cultural preservation alongside economic growth, developing nations can
foster a more inclusive and sustainable development strategy that resonates with their unique
identities and values.


