
Section 1:

#1: [First paragraph] Strengths:

● Clear thesis statement that effectively frames your argument
● Strong connection between economic growth and cultural preservation themes

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Opening → Your opening relies heavily on general statements about
Japan's economic miracle without specific contextual details. The phrase "especially if it requires
sacrificing cultural heritage" would benefit from concrete examples to strengthen your position.

Exemplar: "Countries pursuing modernisation should not unconditionally follow Japan's post-war
economic miracle, as evidenced by the widespread demolition of historic temples and traditional
neighbourhoods that accompanied Tokyo's rapid industrialisation."

#2: [Third paragraph about Emperor Hirohito] Strengths:

● Effectively incorporates a key historical figure's perspective
● Demonstrates nuanced understanding of the balance between tradition and progress

Weaknesses: Limited Evidence Development → While you mention Hirohito's vision, you don't
provide specific examples of his attempts to merge old and new. The phrase "merge the old with the
new" needs supporting evidence of actual policies or initiatives.

Exemplar: "Emperor Hirohito demonstrated this balance through initiatives like the preservation of
traditional arts alongside industrial development, exemplified by his establishment of cultural
protection laws while promoting economic reforms."

#3: [Final paragraph] Strengths:

● Strong conclusion that reinforces main argument
● Effective synthesis of economic and cultural considerations

Weaknesses: Lack of Specific Recommendations → Your conclusion makes broad statements about
balancing progress with preservation but doesn't offer concrete suggestions. The phrase "sustainable
development that respects both their economic and cultural foundations" needs specific examples.

Exemplar: "Countries seeking modernisation should implement specific preservation policies
alongside economic reforms, such as establishing heritage protection zones while developing new
industrial areas."

Actionable Task: Revise your third paragraph about Emperor Hirohito by incorporating at least two
specific examples of policies or initiatives that demonstrate his approach to balancing modernisation
with cultural preservation.



Overall Score: 41/50

Section 2:

#1 Countries pursuing modernization [modernisation] should not unconditionally follow Japan's
post-war economic miracle as a model, especially if it requires sacrificing cultural heritage. While
Japan's rapid economic growth after World War II is often seen as a success, it came at the cost of
significant social and cultural upheaval. This suggests that prioritizing economic growth without
considering cultural preservation can lead to long-term negative consequences for a nation's identity
and social cohesion.

Rick's observations of 1964 Tokyo during the Olympics show the extent of Japan's transformation.
The city was being reshaped by new infrastructure, industry, and technology, driving its economy to
new heights. However, this rapid modernization [modernisation] also led to the destruction of
traditional neighborhoods and local cultural practices. Areas of historical significance were
demolished, and older, traditional ways of life were marginalized in favor of Western ideals. In the
race to modernize [modernise], Japan's economic growth overshadowed the preservation of cultural
heritage, resulting in the loss of valuable community traditions.

#2 Emperor Hirohito, while understanding the need for economic growth, also advocated for the
preservation of Japan's cultural identity. His vision was not one of total abandonment of tradition, but
rather one that sought to merge the old with the new. Hirohito believed Japan could modernize
[modernise] while still maintaining its cultural roots, recognizing that cultural heritage was not a
barrier to economic progress, but rather an integral part of the nation's identity. This vision
demonstrates the importance of balance—economic development should not come at the expense of
cultural traditions.

Local community members during this time also expressed concerns about the impact of rapid
change. Many people, particularly those living in older neighborhoods [neighbourhoods], felt
alienated by the urbanization [urbanisation] and industrialization [industrialisation] happening around
them. The erosion of cultural spaces and the disruption of community life led to a sense of loss.
Younger generations, drawn to the allure of modernity, often neglected traditional values and
practices. This generational divide created a disconnect, as people found themselves caught between
the old and the new, with little space to preserve their cultural heritage.

Moreover, focusing solely on rapid economic growth without considering cultural preservation can
have lasting social consequences. Communities that lose their cultural traditions and landmarks risk
losing their sense of identity. This can lead to feelings of alienation and fragmentation, as people no
longer feel rooted in their society or history. In Japan's case, the economic boom of the post-war era
brought prosperity but also left many feeling disconnected from their cultural past.



#3 In conclusion, while Japan's post-war economic success offers valuable lessons in industrialization
[industrialisation], it also demonstrates the risks of sacrificing cultural heritage in pursuit of growth.
Countries seeking modernization [modernisation] should learn from Japan's experience by striving to
balance economic progress with the preservation of cultural identity. By doing so, they can achieve
sustainable development that respects both their economic and cultural foundations. Prioritizing
[Prioritising] culture alongside growth ensures that a nation can evolve without losing its unique
identity.


