Section 1:
#1 (First paragraph) Strengths:

e Strong opening statement that effectively introduces the main argument
e (lear topic sentence that outlines the three main benefits discussed in the essay

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Hook — Your opening relies heavily on general statements without
specific compelling details that would grab the reader's attention. The phrase "transformative
experience" could be enhanced with a concrete example or vivid imagery to make it more
engaging.

Exemplar: "From the first tentative notes on a violin to mastering a complex piano sonata,
learning a musical instrument opens doors to a world of possibilities that shapes children's minds
and futures in profound ways."

#2 (Second paragraph) Strengths:

e Well-structured argument linking music to cognitive development
e Effective use of specific examples to support claims

Weaknesses: Redundant Ideas — Your paragraph repeats similar ideas about cognitive benefits
without deepening the analysis. The phrases "boost cognitive development" and "enhances
memory" appear multiple times without building upon each other or offering fresh insights.

Exemplar: "Studies have revealed that children who study music demonstrate enhanced executive
functions, with pianists showing particular improvement in spatial-temporal skills essential for
advanced mathematics and engineering."

#3 (Fourth paragraph) Strengths:

e Strong connection between musical training and life skills
e Comprehensive coverage of transferable skills

Weaknesses: Lack of Specific Examples — Your discussion of life skills remains abstract without
concrete illustrations. The phrase "these qualities are invaluable" would be more impactful with
specific scenarios demonstrating how musical training translates to real-world success.

Exemplar: "The discipline required to master a challenging violin concerto directly translates to
the perseverance needed in scientific research or business innovation, as demonstrated by
numerous successful musicians-turned-entrepreneurs."



Actionable Task: Revise your second paragraph by selecting one cognitive benefit (such as
memory enhancement) and develop it fully with a specific example, research finding, or case
study, rather than listing multiple benefits briefly.

Overall Score: 43/50

Section 2:

#1 Learning a musical instrument is a transformative experience that every child should have the
opportunity to enjoy. The benefits of learning music extend beyond simply developing musical
skills; it profoundly influences cognitive development, emotional growth, and future success in
various areas of life. Offering all children access to this opportunity could unlock untapped
potential in countless young and developing minds.

memefy—aﬁeﬁ-t-reﬁ—&nd—pfeb}em-sehﬂﬁg—a-brh&es— [Learmng a mu51ca1 instrument demonstrably

enhances cognitive development and brain function in numerous critical ways, as research has

shown that music education strengthens memory, attention, and problem-solving abilities.] For
example, playing an instrument strengthens neural connections, particularly in the areas of the
brain responsible for executive functions, such as planning, decision-making, and attention
control. Chlldren who engage with music also show 1mpr0ved language skllls , as-therhythm-and

g [as the rhythm and
melody of music enhance phonological awareness, a crucial component of reading and writing. ]

Moreover, learning a mus1ca1 1nstrument 1mpr0ves children's mathematical skllls because of the
beats in the music.

ehi-}d-reﬁ—wﬁeﬁ—t-hey—grew—trp—aﬁd—hwe—ajeb- [Mathematlcal competency 1s fundamental to

mastering various academic subjects and crucial for future career success.] Children should be

allowed to learn a musical instrument because it boosts their cognitive development and provides
them with skills they will need later on in life.

Musical instruments are also an outlet for emotional growth. The process of learning to play an
instrument requires patience, discipline, and perseverance—qualities that foster emotional
resilience. For some children, who struggle to express their feelings and give their meaning
through words, music can serve as a powerful, expresswe emotional language. Addltlonally,
music has a powerful emotional impact. -eante

stress;—and—foster—empathy= [Through music, children can process complex emotions, manage
stress, and develop empathy.] The act of performing in front of others also promotes confidence




and helps children overcome social anxieties, contributing to their emotional maturity.
Furthermore, music also encourages teamwork, particularly in bands. Children have to practice
and work together to be a successful group. Music is a powerful, invisible tool that expresses
emotions and feelings.

#3 Last but not least, music teaches children tools that are useful later on in life. Discipline, time
management, and perseverance are essential traits developed through consistent practice and
dedication to mastering an instrument. In a job, these skills are essential to be successful. These
qualities are invaluable in academic and professional settings. Additionally, many suggest that
musical abilities can enhance creativity, critical and logical thinking, and collaboration. Whether
pursuing careers in the arts, science, business, or technology, children who have learned an
instrument are often more adaptable, better communicators, and able to think outside the box.

In conclusion, learning to play an instrument profoundly influences cognitive development,
emotional growth, and future success in various areas of life. Music education alone has the
potential to groom individuals who will be perfectly fit with all the resources that would enable
them to live with dignity in an increasingly complicated world. Therefore, music education
should be widely available to all children.



