
Section 1:

#1 - Opening Paragraph Strengths:

● Strong thesis statement that clearly outlines the main arguments
● Effective definition of UBI that provides context for readers

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Introduction → Your opening could benefit from more concrete
context before introducing UBI. The transition from the broad concept to specific benefits feels
abrupt. In "UBI, a guaranteed income for all citizens," you could strengthen the connection
between the problem and the proposed solution.

Exemplar: "Growing income inequality and economic instability threaten millions of citizens.
Universal Basic Income (UBI), a guaranteed income for all citizens regardless of employment
status, offers a comprehensive solution by promoting economic stability, social equity, and moral
justice."

#2 - Economic Arguments (Second Paragraph) Strengths:

● Well-supported claims with specific evidence from Alaska
● Clear logical progression from general economic benefits to specific examples

Weaknesses: Limited Scope of Analysis → Your economic analysis focuses primarily on positive
outcomes without addressing potential economic trade-offs. In "cash transfers can stimulate local
economies," you could acknowledge and counter potential economic challenges to strengthen
your argument.

Exemplar: "While critics worry about inflation, research from the Economic Security Project
demonstrates that targeted cash transfers primarily stimulate local economies through essential
spending, creating a multiplier effect that benefits entire communities."

#3 - Counter-arguments Section Strengths:

● Proactively addresses opposing viewpoints
● Effectively uses evidence to refute common criticisms

Weaknesses: Rushed Rebuttal → Your counter-argument section would benefit from more
detailed engagement with opposing views. The phrase "fear of widespread work disincentives
appears to be unfounded" needs stronger supporting evidence and analysis.

Exemplar: "Contrary to concerns about work disincentives, comprehensive studies by the
Roosevelt Institute reveal that UBI recipients often leverage their financial security to pursue
education, start businesses, or seek more suitable employment opportunities."



Actionable Task: Rewrite your counter-arguments paragraph, dedicating at least two sentences to
each major criticism and including specific data points from the Roosevelt Institute study to
strengthen your rebuttals.

Overall Score: 41/50

Section 2:

#1 Universal Basic Income (UBI) should be implemented nationwide to promote economic
stability, social equity, and moral justice. UBI, a guaranteed income for all citizens regardless of
employment status, could transform society by addressing several pressing issues. [As a
guaranteed income for all citizens regardless of employment status, UBI could transform society
by addressing several pressing issues.]

#2 Economically UBI can act as a stabilizer especially during economic downturns.
[Economically, UBI can act as a stabiliser, especially during economic downturns.] Research
from the Economic Security Project shows that cash transfers can stimulate local economies, as
recipients spend money on essential goods and services, generating demand and supporting local
businesses. For instance, the Alaska Permanent Fund, which provides an annual dividend to all
residents, has shown positive effects on economic stability and poverty reduction. By providing a
financial cushion, UBI can reduce the impact of economic shocks and encourage
entrepreneurship, as individuals are more likely to take risks when their basic needs are secured.

From a social perspective, UBI can address income inequality and provide a safety net for all
citizens. It empowers individuals by giving them financial freedom and reducing poverty rates.
The pilot study in Stockton, California, where participants received $500 per month,
demonstrated improvements in well-being, mental health, and job prospects. Participants reported
reduced stress levels and greater ability to cover unexpected expenses, illustrating UBI's potential
to improve quality of life and social stability.

#3 Critics argue that UBI could disincentivize [disincentivise] work and strain public finances.
However, studies such as those by the Roosevelt Institute suggest that UBI can be funded through
progressive taxation and reduced administrative costs of welfare programs. Moreover, pilot
programs indicate that most recipients do not quit their jobs but instead seek better employment
opportunities or invest in skills development. The fear of widespread work disincentives appears
to be unfounded, as seen in UBI experiments worldwide. [Evidence from UBI experiments
worldwide consistently challenges the fear of widespread work disincentives.]



In conclusion, the nationwide implementation of UBI can lead to economic resilience, social
equality, and moral justice. By providing a financial foundation, UBI can empower individuals to
live dignified, secure lives, fostering a more just and equitable society. As such, policymakers
should seriously consider UBI as a viable solution to contemporary social and economic
challenges.


