
WEEK 1 SCHOLARSHIP -  8th January Writing Homework    
_________________________________________________________________________                 
 

Section 1: 

#1 Strengths: 

● Effective scene-setting with vivid sensory details of the underground setting 
● Strong imagery with the contrast between darkness and the blue glow 

Weaknesses: Limited Setting Development → Your description of the urban landscape shifts 
abruptly between underground and city views. "Gold and black transformed the landscape" needs 
more context to help readers understand the setting's progression. 

Exemplar: Deep beneath the city streets, where darkness reigned supreme, Aiden discovered a 
hidden door emanating an eerie blue glow. Above him, the modern cityscape stretched 
endlessly, its gold and black structures piercing the sky. 

#2 Strengths: 

● Good use of personification with the door having emotional qualities 
● Creative incorporation of the mysterious blue glow element 

Weaknesses: Inconsistent Mood Building → Your description jumps between different moods 
without smooth transitions. The door shifts from "dark and miserable" to being cheered up too 
quickly, which weakens the mysterious atmosphere. 

Exemplar: The cedar door stood before him, its once-vibrant surface now weathered and 
foreboding, save for the strange blue light that seemed to pulse beneath its frame, lending it an 
otherworldly quality. 

#3 Strengths: 

● Good tension building through internal conflict 
● Effective use of sensory details with temperature contrasts 

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Resolution → Your ending feels rushed and leaves many questions 
unanswered. The sudden decision to leave without exploring the mystery further needs more 
emotional weight. 

Exemplar: Though the warmth from the door beckoned invitingly against the cold concrete 
beneath his feet, Aiden's instincts screamed danger. With heavy steps and a heavier heart, he 
turned away, knowing some mysteries were better left unexplored. 

 



 
■ Your piece creates an intriguing premise but needs more depth in exploring Aiden's emotional 
journey. You could expand on his internal struggle between fear and curiosity. Try adding more 
details about why he ultimately chooses to walk away. Your story would benefit from a longer 
middle section that builds more tension before the resolution. 

Actionable Task: Rewrite the third paragraph focusing on Aiden's internal conflict, adding 
specific thoughts and feelings that lead to his decision to leave. 

 

Score: 40/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 Deep beneath the city, where no light ever touched, Aiden discovered a hidden door that 
pulsed with an eerie blue glow. He looked back. Gold and black transformed the landscape, 
reminding him of the digital world and urban environment. [Looking back, he saw how gold and 
black structures transformed the landscape into a digital urban maze.] The towering skyscrapers 
blocked his vision to the natural world beyond. 

#2 He looked at the door again, the cedar wooden door, once vibrant and joyful, now lay, dark and 
miserable, expect the strange glow behind it, which seemed to cheer it up. [He gazed at the cedar 
door once more—its surface, once vibrant and joyful, now lay dark and miserable, except for the 
strange glow behind it which seemed to breathe life into its ancient frame.] 'This glow is strange,' 
he thought to himself. 

The blue glow cast a shadow, and he began to become engulfed in its treasures and mysteries. 
'Curiosity kills the cat,' he constantly reminded himself. Still, the glow seemed eerie against the 
dark night sky. The door prompted him to stay away, as it locked itself, before screaming in 
desperation and gasping for air. [The door seemed to warn him away, its lock clicking firmly into 
place with a sound like a desperate, gasping scream.] 

#3 Aiden's mind raced through all possibilities. Could it be a trap? Or did he discover something? 
The rough concrete beneath him felt cold against his shoe, as stark contrast to the warming 
environment around him, coming from the door. [The rough concrete beneath his shoes felt 
ice-cold, a stark contrast to the warmth emanating from the door.] He felt longing, but he finally 
decided to turn back and walk through the moonlit streets, forever abandoning the door. 

 

 


