
Writing Feedback  
WEEK 2 - 15th January Homework: Year 6 Scholarship Specialisation Final Sprint  
_________________________________________________________________________                     
 

Section 1: 

#1: (First paragraph) Strengths: 

● Vivid sensory details that establish the setting and create intrigue 
● Strong opening hook with the mysterious discovery 

Weakness: Limited context for Lucas's presence → Your writing jumps straight into the discovery 
without giving readers insight into why Lucas is at this beach. The phrase "on the last day of 
summer" feels disconnected without understanding his purpose there. 

Exemplar: As Lucas packed the last of his research equipment on that final day of summer, his 
excavation tools struck something solid in the sand - a glass jar buried deep beneath the 
surface. 

#2: (Third paragraph) Strengths: 

● Excellent build-up of tension through sound and atmosphere 
● Effective use of sensory details with the humming 

Weakness: Rushed pacing → Your writing moves too quickly from Lucas entering the apartment 
to the paper glowing. The phrase "heart pounding" could be developed further to build more 
suspense. 

Exemplar: The apartment's silence pressed in around him as he set the bag down, his heart 
thundering against his ribs. For several long moments, he simply stood there, listening to the 
strange, muffled whispers emanating from within. 

#3: (Final paragraph) Strengths: 

● Strong emotional portrayal through physical descriptions 
● Clear hook for continuation of the story 

Weakness: Underdeveloped internal reaction → Your writing focuses mainly on Lucas's physical 
response but lacks deeper thoughts about this supernatural event. The phrase "his mind battling 
between wonder and fear" needs more exploration. 

Exemplar: The glow faded into darkness, leaving Lucas frozen in place. Questions flooded his 
mind: Was he truly meant to find this message? What forces had he unwittingly awakened? 
Despite the chill of fear creeping down his spine, a spark of excitement flickered in his chest. 

 



 
■ Your narrative creates an engaging mysterious atmosphere but needs more depth in character 
development. The pacing would benefit from more balanced scenes that allow readers to connect 
with Lucas's emotional journey. Adding more internal dialogue would help readers understand his 
motivations and reactions better. 

Actionable task: Rewrite the third paragraph focusing on Lucas's emotional state and thoughts as 
he discovers the humming sound, ensuring to include at least three distinct internal reactions. 

 

Score: 41/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 On the last day of summer, Lucas unearthed a glass jar buried deep in the sand. Inside, he 
found a wrinkled sheet of paper, the edges torn and water-stained as if it had survived a 
shipwreck. The words scrawled on it were unmistakably handwritten but in a language entirely 
unfamiliar to him. 

#2 Curious, Lucas turned his attention to the jar. Its lid was etched with cryptic symbols, and the 
glass itself was coated in a brittle, crystalline layer, catching the sunlight in fractured rainbows. 
He furrowed his brow, holding both the paper and the jar close, his mind racing with possibilities. 
Without hesitation, he slipped them into his worn leather duffle bag and sprinted back to the 
beachside apartment he had rented for the summer. His sandals scraped against the sand, and cold 
waves lapped at his heels as if urging him onward. [Lucas examined the jar with growing 
curiosity. Its lid bore cryptic symbols, whilst the glass itself wore a brittle, crystalline layer that 
caught the sunlight in fractured rainbows. He furrowed his brow, holding both the paper and the 
jar close, his mind racing with possibilities. Without hesitation, he slipped them into his worn 
leather duffle bag and sprinted back to the beachside apartment he had rented for the summer. His 
sandals scraped against the sand as cold waves lapped at his heels, urging him onward.] 

#3 When he reached the apartment, the air inside felt still, almost expectant. He heard an odd, 
muffled sound coming from the duffle bag, like a faint hum or whisper. Heart pounding, Lucas 
placed the bag on his small, weathered couch and unzipped it. To his astonishment, the paper was 
glowing—a dazzling, bioluminescent blue that pulsed softly in the dim light of the room. 

With trembling hands, he lifted the paper. As he held it up, the ink on the page began to shift and 
shimmer, lifting off the surface like smoke. The words floated into the air, twisting and swirling 
until they arranged themselves on the ceiling in glowing script: 

"Aleir Hiale Exselsior de Reminio Ladier Ouh le Sae." 
 



 
Lucas froze, his breath caught in his chest. Slowly, the words rearranged themselves, morphing 
into English: "All hail Exselsior of Reminio, omnipotent leader of the seas." 

His knuckles turned white as he clenched the paper, his mind battling between wonder and fear. 
What did this mean? Who—or what—was Exselsior? And why had this message found its way to 
him? 

The glow began to fade, leaving the room in silence. But Lucas knew one thing for sure: the jar 
and its message held secrets beyond his understanding, and he was determined to uncover 
them—no matter the cost. 

 

 


