
Writing Feedback
DAY 3 - 8th January Homework: Year 3 NAPLAN Summer Holiday Week 3 Zoom Booster
_________________________________________________________________________

Section 1:

#1: "Buzz!" My alarm clock jolted me awake. It was Saturday morning, and Jake had dragged me
to Grandma's backyard for his science project." This is the oldest tree in the area," he said
pointing to the massive oak tree with twisted branches."

Strengths:

● Strong opening with onomatopoeia creates immediate engagement
● Vivid description of the oak tree sets the scene effectively

Weakness: Limited context establishment → Your opening moves too quickly from waking up to
being at Grandma's without showing why Jake chose this location for his project or what the
project is about. "Jake had dragged me" doesn't give readers enough understanding of the
situation.

Exemplar: "Buzz!" My alarm clock jolted me awake. It was Saturday morning, and Jake was
already at my door, excited about his mysterious science project. He practically dragged me to
Grandma's backyard, where the ancient oak tree stood guard.

#2: "The moment he touched it, a deep hum filled the air, and a massive stone guardian emerged,
its glowing red eyes fixed on us."

Strengths:

● Creates tension through sensory details
● Good use of action verbs builds excitement

Weakness: Rushed plot development → You introduce the guardian suddenly without building up
to this moment. The shift from finding the orb to facing danger happens too quickly, leaving
readers confused about where the guardian came from.

Exemplar: The moment Jake touched it, the orb pulsed faster. A deep hum vibrated through the
cave as ancient runes along the walls began to glow. From the shadows, a massive stone
guardian emerged, its eyes blazing red with ancient magic.

#3: "We climbed out just as the tree sealed itself behind us. Grandma was waiting on the porch,
smiling knowingly."

Strengths:



● Nice circular ending returning to Grandma
● Creates intrigue with Grandma's mysterious knowledge

Weakness: Underdeveloped conclusion → Your ending leaves too many questions unanswered.
Readers don't learn what the orb was for or why Grandma knew about it. "More than I expected"
doesn't give enough closure.

Exemplar: We climbed out as the tree sealed itself behind us. Grandma was waiting on the
porch, her eyes twinkling. "That orb contains centuries of nature's wisdom," she explained.
"Perfect for your environmental science project, wouldn't you say?"

■ Your story shows great promise with its magical elements and adventure, but needs more
development in key areas. Try expanding each scene to help readers better understand the
characters' motivations and feelings. Add more details about Jake's science project and Grandma's
connection to the magical tree to make the story more complete. Consider showing the characters'
reactions to the extraordinary events they encounter.

Actionable task: Rewrite the scene where Jake discovers the orb, focusing on including his
emotional reactions and thoughts about how this discovery relates to his science project.

Score: 37/50

Section 2:

#1 "Buzz!" My alarm clock jolted me awake. It was Saturday morning, and Jake had dragged me
[Jake insisted on bringing me] to Grandma's backyard for his science project. "This is the oldest
tree in the area," ["This is the oldest tree in the area," he explained,] he said pointing [as he
pointed] to the massive oak tree with twisted branches.

#2 The moment he touched it, a deep hum filled the air, and [the air filled with a deep hum, and
suddenly] a massive stone guardian emerged, its glowing red eyes fixed on us. "Adam, help!"
Jake shouted as the guardian advanced. I spotted a carving on the wall, that matched the key, and
turned it.

#3 We climbed out just as the tree sealed itself behind us. Grandma was waiting on the porch,
smiling knowingly. "Did you find it?" ["Did you find what you were looking for?"] she asked.
Jake grinned, clutching his notebook. "More than I expected," he said, already planning his next
adventure.


