
WEEK 1 SCHOLARSHIP -  8th January Writing Homework    
_________________________________________________________________________                 
 

Section 1: 

#1: "The Moroccan carpet sprawled across the floor its sombre, intense colours melting like 
bitter-sweet crayons into the cataclysmic, vermillion synthetic fibres." 

Strengths: 

● Vivid use of colour imagery through specific descriptors 
● Creative simile comparing colours to melting crayons 

Weaknesses: Your opening sentence lacks proper punctuation between independent clauses. The 
structure makes it difficult to follow the flow of your description. 

EXEMPLAR: The Moroccan carpet sprawled across the floor, its sombre, intense colours 
melting seamlessly into the vermillion synthetic fibres like bitter-sweet crayons. 

#2: "The antique thick carpet held the taste of Nasturtiums which are peppery, like watercress." 

Strengths: 

● Unique sensory detail incorporating taste 
● Specific choice of plant comparison 

Weaknesses: Sensory Confusion → Your description mixes sensory experiences in a way that 
feels disconnected. A carpet cannot literally hold a taste. 

EXEMPLAR:  The antique thick carpet carried hints of spice that reminded one of peppery 
Nasturtiums and fresh watercress. 

#3: "The carpet has seen and witnessed everything with its two observant, innocent eyes." 

Strengths: 

● Effective personification giving the carpet human qualities 
● Strong emotional undertone 

Weaknesses: Tense Consistency → Your writing shifts between past and present tense, 
particularly noticeable in this section about historical events. 

EXEMPLAR:  The carpet had witnessed everything through its observant, innocent eyes. 

 



 
■ Your piece creates an intriguing magical atmosphere but needs more development of the 
connection between the ordinary carpet and its supernatural transformation. Consider expanding 
on how the carpet's everyday existence relates to its magical properties. You could strengthen the 
transition between its normal state and magical nature. Your descriptions would benefit from 
more consistent pacing throughout the piece. 

 

Rewrite the second half of your piece focusing on building a clearer connection between the 
carpet's mundane and magical qualities, ensuring consistent tense usage throughout. 

Score: 38/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 The Moroccan carpet sprawled across the floor its [, its] sombre, intense colours melting like 
bitter-sweet crayons into the cataclysmic, vermillion synthetic fibres. Each shabby patch and 
tarnished edge resembled an old worn-out man, with saggy skin and resilient wrinkles marking 
back-breaking, relentless decades of hard work and use. Intricate, precise mathematic equations 
swirled in a vexing arc like the St Andrews Cathedral dome and the cursive loops and swirls 
representing a butterfly's wings. 

#2 The antique thick carpet held the taste of Nasturtiums which are peppery, like watercress. [The 
antique thick carpet carried an essence reminiscent of Nasturtiums, peppery like watercress.] Its 
feel was rugged and tough but beauty is not the one singing like a canary but is quiet and 
reserved. The carpet stood valiant like a stalwart guarding its barren corner of the living room, 
collecting debilitated fragments of daily life into its stained fibbers while waiting like a patient 
observer. 

#3 However, there was another side to this mystical, sorcerous carpet. At night when the clock 
strikes twelve, it engulfs in the shadows becoming one with the eternal dark. It was a fine beast, a 
harmonious blend of raw power and elegant grace. Its coat shimmered in the sunlight, a cascade 
of sleek fur that seemed almost too perfect to belong to nature. This carpet had a luminous 
ethereal glow to it on the outside but on the inside, it bore great evilness beyond imagination. The 
carpet has seen and witnessed [The carpet had seen and witnessed] everything with its two 
observant, innocent eyes. The World Wars, poverty, hunger, racism, but most importantly death. 

 

 


