
WEEK 1 SCHOLARSHIP -  8th January Writing Homework    
_________________________________________________________________________                 
 

Section 1: 

#1 "Deep beneath the city, where no light ever touched, Aiden discovered a hidden door that 
pulsed with an eerie blue glow. The atmosphere around him felt unnaturally still, thick with the 
weight of forgotten history. The tunnel stretched out in all directions, but this door—this 
anomaly—demanded his attention." 

Strengths: 

●​ Strong opening hook that immediately creates mystery 
●​ Effective use of sensory details to build atmosphere 

Weakness: Limited physical setting details → Your opening focuses heavily on the door while 
giving minimal context about the tunnel system itself. You mention it "stretched out in all 
directions" but don't establish why Aiden is there or what these tunnels are. 

The ancient maintenance tunnels stretched endlessly beneath the city's foundations, their 
crumbling concrete walls telling silent stories of a forgotten era. It was here, in this labyrinth 
of darkness, that Aiden discovered the door. 

#2 "The door itself was an enigma. Its surface was smooth, like polished obsidian, yet veins of 
blue light traced through it, crackling faintly as if charged by some unseen force. The symbols 
etched into its frame shimmered softly, their design strange, intricate, and otherworldly—every 
stroke a mystery." 

Strengths: 

●​ Vivid visual descriptions of the door 
●​ Good use of specific details about the symbols 

Weakness: Lack of emotional response → While you describe the door's appearance well, you 
don't show Aiden's emotional reaction to seeing such an unusual object. His feelings would make 
the scene more engaging. 

The door's obsidian surface sent shivers down Aiden's spine, its crackling blue veins making 
his heart race with equal parts fear and fascination. 

#3 "Without thinking, his feet moved forward, crossing the threshold into the unknown. The door 
creaked shut behind him, the sound like the closing of an ancient tome." 

Strengths: 
 



 
●​ Strong metaphor comparing door sound to book 
●​ Creates tension through decisive action 

Weakness: Rushed ending → The final moment feels abrupt. You build up the mystery but don't 
fully explore the impact of Aiden's choice to enter. 

His feet moved forward as if pulled by an invisible force, each step echoing with finality. When 
the door sealed shut behind him with the weight of centuries, Aiden knew there was no turning 
back. 

■ Your piece creates an intriguing atmosphere, but needs more development of Aiden's character 
and motivations. Consider adding details about why he's exploring these tunnels and what he 
hopes to find. You could expand the ending to show more of what lies beyond the door, building 
suspense about what Aiden discovers. Try adding more emotional reactions to make readers 
connect with Aiden's experience. 

Actionable task: Rewrite the final paragraph focusing on Aiden's emotional state and what 
specifically draws him toward the mysterious light in the distance. 

 

Score: 44/50 

 

Section 2: 

Deep beneath the city, where no light ever touched, Aiden discovered a hidden door that pulsed 
with an eerie blue glow. The atmosphere around him felt unnaturally still, thick with the weight of 
forgotten history. [The atmosphere hung unnaturally still around him, heavy with the weight of 
forgotten history.] The tunnel stretched out in all directions, but this door—this 
anomaly—demanded his attention. Its presence was not just out of place; it was… alive. The 
stone walls seemed to bend inward as though holding their breath, and the silence hung heavy, 
pressing against his ears. #1 

The door itself was an enigma. Its surface was smooth, like polished obsidian, yet veins of blue 
light traced through it, crackling faintly as if charged by some unseen force. The symbols etched 
into its frame shimmered softly, their design strange, intricate, and otherworldly—every stroke a 
mystery. Aiden's hand hovered, almost unwilling to make contact, but the pull was too strong. 
[Aiden's hand hovered uncertainly, yet the door's pull proved too strong to resist.] #2 

His fingers brushed the cold surface, and immediately, the air vibrated with a low hum. The glow 
intensified, casting sharp shadows that danced along the tunnel. The symbols on the door pulsed 



 
rhythmically, as though they were speaking in a language only the deepest part of his mind could 
understand. 

A sudden gust of wind rushed through the space, though no opening was visible. [A gust of wind 
rushed through the space without warning, though no opening was visible.] The door creaked and 
groaned, and with an unsettling slowness, it began to part—revealing what lay beyond. 

Aiden stepped forward, his heart racing. The space beyond the door was vast and shadowed, an 
ancient hall stretching endlessly into the dark. The very air tasted of dust and decay, mingled with 
something… older, something forgotten. He couldn't see clearly, but faintly, in the distance, there 
was a glimmer—perhaps another light, or something far more mysterious. 

Without thinking, his feet moved forward, crossing the threshold into the unknown. The door 
creaked shut behind him, the sound like the closing of an ancient tome. #3 

 


