Writing Feedback
WEEK 2 - 15th January Homework: Year 6 Scholarship Specialisation Final Sprint

Section 1:
#1: "On the last day of summer... had come back to haunt him..." Strengths:

e Strong hook that creates immediate intrigue with the mysterious jar
e Effective use of suspense by hinting at a buried memory

Weakness: Limited Context Development — Your opening sets up an interesting scenario but
leaves crucial details unexplored. We don't know where Lucas is or why he's at this particular
beach. The jarring transition to the memory needs more build-up to feel natural.

Look what Lucas discovered on that fateful summer evening at Lighthouse Beach, where he'd
spent every holiday since he was seven. As he held the sand-crusted jar, memories he'd locked
away began seeping back...

#2: "It was a stormy night... exact same jar he saw just now." Strengths:

e Vivid description of Emma's appearance
e Good use of action and dialogue to build tension

Weakness: Rushed Pacing — Your flashback scene moves too quickly from calm conversation to
disaster. The sudden appearance of the wave feels forced. "suddenly materialised" doesn't give
readers time to feel the growing danger.

Dark clouds gathered overhead as Emma and Lucas sat watching the waves. The sea grew
restless, churning darker by the minute. Then Lucas saw it - a wall of water, impossibly tall,
racing towards them.

#3: "Lucas was brought back... and the truth of this jar." Strengths:

e Good portrayal of emotional turmoil
e (lear connection between past and present

Weakness: Underdeveloped Resolution — Your ending leaves too many questions unanswered.
While Lucas shows determination, we don't understand why the jar is significant or how it
connects to Emma's disappearance.

Lucas clutched the jar, his hands trembling. This wasn't just any message in a bottle - the
strange symbols matched exactly what Emma had been drawing in the sand that night. He had
to decode it.



m Your story has a compelling mystery at its core, but needs stronger connections between the jar,
Emma's disappearance, and the present day. Try adding more details about the relationship
between Lucas and Emma before the wave strikes. This will help readers care more about their
fate. You could also develop the supernatural elements more clearly - is the jar magical? Why did
it appear both then and now?

Actionable Task: Rewrite the flashback scene, focusing on building tension gradually through
weather changes and Emma's reaction to them. Include specific details about what makes the jar
special or unusual.

Score: 40/50

Section 2:

#1 On the last day of summer, Lucas found a glass jar buried in the sand, and inside was a

message written in a language he couldn't understand. He-was-extremely-eurtousand-wanted-to
stady—tt-earefullybut-as—he—washolding—thegar; [His curiosity grew as he held the jar, and] a

memory of his past that he buried so deeply he expected never to remember it again, had come
back to haunt him...

eaeh-other: [On that stormy night, Lucas sat on the beach beside a girl in a red shirt.] The girl was
7, the same age as Lucas was, and was short with fair skin. Her hair was oak brown curled into
two ponytails. She was wearing a red shirt with navy blue pants "Emma " Lucas said. "Yeah,

what's up?" Just as Lucas was about to reply, ah

and-was—headmg—towards—them: [an enormous wave rose before them towermg and temble]

"Emma, get out!" Lucas shouted, but it was too late.

tty- [ The memory
faded, leaving Lucas with a heart heavy with sorrow and burning curiosity.] "Oh Emma," he
whispered. "It was such a mournful day, the day of the incident, and yet you have a whole life
ahead of you...why did I even...?" Lucas shook it out, his heart suddenly full of determination.
He couldn't just give up on finding Emma, he knew she was still somewhere. He picked up the
jar, knowing that he needed to find out the truth, the truth of Emma's disappearance, and the truth
of this jar.



