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Section 1: 

#1 (First and second paragraphs): Strengths: 

● Strong opening that establishes the main character's routine and personality 
● Effective build-up of tension with the mysterious old man encounter 

Weakness: Limited character depth → Your portrayal of Marcus lacks emotional depth. The 
phrases "groggily went through his usual routine" and "strode down the platform" tell us what he 
does but not how he feels about his life or job. 

Exemplar: Marcus dragged himself out of bed, wondering if this mundane routine would ever 
change. His accounting job felt like a prison sentence, each morning commute another 
reminder of his unfulfilled dreams. 

#2 (Fourth paragraph): Strengths: 

● Good description of the suitcase contents 
● Clear progression of events leading to adventure 

Weakness: Rushed plot development → Your transition from Marcus finding the items to 
planning his journey happens too quickly. The phrase "Over the next few days, he meticulously 
planned his journey" skips over important details about his decision-making process. 

Exemplar: Marcus spent hours examining each photograph, his heart racing as he pieced 
together the clues. Despite his fears about leaving his job, the promise of adventure proved too 
tempting to ignore. 

#3 (Final paragraph): Strengths: 

● Satisfying resolution showing character growth 
● Clear transformation of Marcus's life 

Weakness: Underdeveloped ending → Your conclusion moves too quickly from discovery to life 
change. The phrase "His normal life as an accountant was forever transformed" needs more detail 
about how this transformation actually happened. 

Exemplar: The museum curator's eyes widened at the artifacts' significance. Within months, 
Marcus had traded his calculator for a compass, leading expeditions to uncover more historical 
treasures. 

 



 
■ Your short story has a captivating premise that draws readers in. The transformation of Marcus 
from an accountant to an explorer is interesting, but needs more emotional depth throughout. You 
could improve the middle section by showing more of Marcus's inner conflict about leaving his 
stable job. Also, the adventure portion would be better with more specific details about the 
challenges he faces. Additionally, try adding more dialogue to bring your characters to life. The 
ending would be stronger if you showed how Marcus actually makes the career change instead of 
just telling us about it. Your story would benefit from slower pacing in key moments, especially 
during the treasure discovery scene. 

 

Score: 40/50 

 

Section 2: 

Marcus woke up to the sound of his alarm clock blaring beside his bed. It was a typical Monday 
morning, and he groggily went through his usual routine: a quick shower, a quick breakfast, and a 
fast walk to the train station. He was running late for his job as an accountant, and the last thing 
he wanted was another speech from his boss about time management. 

As he strode down the platform, he noticed a small, old man sitting on the bench, grasping a [an] 
old leather suitcase. The man looked up and locked eyes with Marcus, his eyes intense and 
pleading. "Are you okay?" Marcus asked. The old man whispered, " [']Please, take this suitcase, it 
is very important. You must keep it safe.['] Before Marcus could even respond, the old man 
disappeared into the crowd leaving behind the leather suitcase. 

Curious but hesitant, [Though hesitant,] Marcus picked up the suitcase and boarded the train. He 
couldn't sake of he [shake off the] feeling that omethng [something] extraordinary was going to 
happen. Throughout the day, Marcus couldn't get rid of thinking [stop thinking] about the 
suitcase. What could be inside it? Why is [was] it so important? So he couln't [couldn't] wait to 
see what was inside it after his work of financial reporting. 

That evening after work, Marcus decides [decided] to open the suitcase and see what was inside. 
Inside, he finds [found] collections of photographs, letters and a worn-out map. In the letters 
wrote of hidden treasures. [The letters spoke of hidden treasures.] In photographs showed 
locations [The photographs showed locations] and the map showed where the treasures are 
[were]. Intrigued, Marcus decided to follow the clues. Over the next few days, he meticulously 
planned his journey, gathering supplies and studying the map. He felt a sense of adventure he had 
never experienced before. 

 



 
One early morning, Marcus set off on his . [journey]. The forest was dense and foreboding, but he 
went on, guided by the map and the letters. As he ventured deeper, he encountered lots of 
challenges: bad terrain, wild animals, and bad weather. But, with each obstacle, he grew more and 
more determined to find the hidden tresasure [treasure]. 

Finally, after days of relentles spirt [relentless spirit], Marcus stumbled upon the hidden treasure. 
It wasn't gold or jewels, but a collection of rare, ancient artifacts that had large historical value. 
The discovery was life-changing. Marcus realized [realised] that his life had been missing 
ourpose [purpose] and adventure, and this unexpected journey had given him both. 

When returning to the city, Marcus shared his artifacts with a local museum. The artifacts were 
put on display, and he was a hero. His normal life as an accountant was forever transformed, and 
he embraced a new career as an explorer and historian. The day that began with an ordinary alarm 
clock had ended up changing everything. 

 

 

 


