Writing Feedback
WEEK 5 -5th February Homework: Year 6 Scholarship Specialisation Final Sprint

WRITING PIECE 1 - FEEDBACK
Section 1:

#1: "I strongly believe that, no, kids should not have unlimited screen time. In fact, they should
have carefully managed and constant restrictions as this will allow and encourage better sleep,
foster creativity, encourage physical activity, reduce the risk of addiction and improve social skills
and academic performance."

Strengths:

e C(lear position statement showing your stance
e Good use of linking ideas with multiple benefits

Weaknesses: Run-on sentence — Your opening contains too many ideas joined together, making
it hard to follow. The sentence structure needs breaking down to emphasise each important point.

I strongly believe children should not have unlimited screen time. Instead, they need carefully
managed restrictions. These limits will encourage better sleep, foster creativity, and improve
both physical activity and academic performance.

#2: "Without the implementation of boundaries, unchecked and excessive use of screen time will
lead to eye strain, poor posture, obesity, sleep problems, addiction, anxiety, stress, shortened
attention span leading to horrible academic performance, aggressive and violent behaviour, less
family time and poor communication."

Strengths:

e Comprehensive list of consequences
e Strong emotional appeal

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped ideas — Your points are listed without proper development or
connections between them. The issues are simply stated without showing how they link to screen
time.

Excessive screen time without proper boundaries leads to several concerning issues. Children
may develop eye strain and poor posture from sitting for long periods. This often results in
decreased physical activity, leading to potential health problems and difficulties with
schoolwork.



#3: "Time away from screen will promote better creativity and imaginative activities such as,
drawing, writing and problem solving."

Strengths:

e (Good use of specific examples
e C(lear connection between cause and effect

Weaknesses: Limited development — Your point needs more detail about how these activities
specifically help creativity and imagination.

Time away from screens allows children to explore their creativity through various activities.
When children engage in drawing and writing, they develop their imagination by creating their
own stories and artwork. This helps them become better problem solvers and independent
thinkers.

m Your persuasive piece shows good understanding of the topic, but needs more detailed
explanations. You can improve your first paragraph by breaking down your ideas into smaller,
clearer points. Also, try to explain how screen time affects each issue you mention. Your second
paragraph would be stronger if you give examples of how limiting screen time helps with sleep
and school work. Additionally, you can make your writing more convincing by adding your own
experiences or examples from daily life. Your conclusion needs to remind readers about your
main points and give them something to think about.

Score: 39/50

Section 2:
Technology & Screen Time: How Much is Too Much?

Should kids have unlimited screen time, or should there be restrictions? Discuss the benefits and
drawbacks of technology in daily life.

and-aecademie—performanee: [l strongly believe children should not have unlimited screen time.
Instead, they need carefully managed restrictions. These limits will encourage better sleep, foster

creativity, and improve both physical activity and academic performance.]



famtly—time-and-poereommunteation: [ Without proper boundaries, excessive screen time causes
numerous problems. Children often experience eye strain and poor posture. These issues can lead
to obesity, sleep difficulties, and anxiety. Additionally, too much screen time may result in

shortened attention spans, affecting academic performance and family relationships.]

#3

t children to explore
creative activities. Through drawing, writing, and problem-solving tasks, children develop their
imagination and thinking skills.]
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Limiting screen time will improve sleep quality by reducing the impact of blue light on melatonin
production. Better sleep allows kids to focus on homework study in school performance as well as
having more opportunities to interact with family members and peers, strengthening
communication and social skills. Reduced screen time protects mental health by preventing
anxiety, addiction, depression and low self-esteem. It's important to find the right balance between
screen time and other activities that encourage healthy growing and development. Having limits
helps kids have self-discipline, be active and stimulate social interactions.



WRITING PIECE 2 - FEEDBACK
Section 1:
#1 (First paragraph) Strengths:

e Strong opening statement that clearly states your position
e Effective use of emotional appeal through vivid descriptions of environmental impact

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped argument — Your opening statement would be more impactful if
you provided context about why plastic has become such a prevalent issue. The phrase "without a
shadow of a doubt" comes across as too forceful without supporting background information.

Exemplar: Plastic has become an environmental crisis that threatens our planet's future, and
its continued use poses devastating consequences for all living things.

#2 (Second paragraph, description of animal impact) Strengths:

e Powerful examples of specific animals affected
e (lear cause-and-effect relationships explained

Weaknesses: Limited perspective — Your focus solely on marine animals limits the scope of your
argument. Phrases like "unimaginable harm" could be supported with examples from land animals
and other ecosystems too.

Exemplar: From sea turtles choking on plastic bags to birds tangled in fishing lines, and even
land animals trapped in discarded containers, wildlife everywhere faces dire consequences
from our plastic waste.

#3 (Final paragraph) Strengths:

e Good presentation of alternatives to plastic
e Strong call to action

Weaknesses: Rushed conclusion — Your ending feels hurried with phrases like "We must act
now" without explaining practical steps. The alternatives are listed quickly without explaining
their benefits.

Exemplar: Paper bags decompose naturally within months, while bamboo products offer
durability without environmental harm. By choosing these alternatives, we can significantly
reduce plastic pollution.

m Your persuasive piece shows passion for environmental protection, which helps engage readers
emotionally. However, you could strengthen your argument by explaining why previous attempts



to reduce plastic use haven't worked. Also, consider discussing how different groups
(governments, businesses, individuals) can work together to implement a plastic ban.
Additionally, you might want to explore the economic impact of banning plastic and how
communities can adapt. Your second paragraph could include more examples of successful plastic
bans in other places. The final paragraph needs more specific steps readers can take today to
reduce plastic use. You could also add how schools and families can work together to decrease
plastic waste.

Score: 40/50

Section 2:

#1 Without a shadow of a doubt, plastlc should absolutely be banned for the sake of the entire
year, millions of tonnes of plastic are discarded] and left in our oceans, lakes, rivers and
landscapes, suffocating life and poisoning our eco-systems.

planet and all living things.

#2 Animals are suffering unimaginable harm as they ingest or become caught in plastic waste.
Sea turtles mistakenly eat plastic because they reeognize [recognise] it as jellyfish, and they
slowly choke to death. Birds die from stomachs full of plastic, unable to digest any other food.
Fish and other marine mammals are caught in nets, leaving them to panic, drown or slowly starve
to death. These innocent creatures are paying the price for our wrong-doing and our
irresponsibility.

#3 Plastte—ts—a—deadly—kiHer [Plastic poses a deadly threat to all life forms.] It never truly
disappears; it breaks down into tiny particles called microplastics, infiltrating our food, poisoning

everything. We are all drinking, eating and breathing microplastics without even noticing the
damage it does to our health. We can no longer ignore this catastrophic problem- #is-tme-to-ban
plastie- [we must take decisive action to ban plastic.] There are so many alternatives — paper,
glass, metal, bamboo and biodegradable materials that are affordable. It's our moral responsibility.
We must stop prieritistng [prioritising] cheap and convenient plastic over life. We must act now,
before all species vanish and our planet becomes uninhabitable. Ban plastics now.



WRITING PIECE 3
Section 1:

#1 "There are numerous reasons why learning at school is superior at home — the organized
schedule, interaction with other students, accessibility to resources, encouragement and
motivation and assistance from teachers and staff."

Strengths:

e C(lear topic sentence introducing multiple supporting points
e Good use of specific examples to support the main argument

Weakness: Run-on sentence structure — Your sentence combines too many ideas without proper
punctuation or connecting words, making it hard to follow. The phrase "superior at home" needs
"to learning" for clarity.

Exemplar: Learning at school is superior to learning at home for numerous reasons: it provides
an organized schedule, enables interaction with other students, offers access to resources, and
provides encouragement and support from teachers and staff.

#2 "Learning at home is eminently distracting, finites challenges for students who are advanced,
narrows feedback, increased isolation and lacks time constraint."

Strengths:

e Attempts to present multiple counterarguments
e Uses sophisticated vocabulary

Weakness: Unclear logical flow — Your points lack proper connection and some terms are used
incorrectly. "Finites challenges" is not clear, and the sentence structure doesn't maintain
consistency.

Exemplar: Home learning can be highly distracting, limits challenges for advanced students,
provides less feedback, increases isolation, and often lacks proper time management.

#3 "This lambastes students making them feel depression, anxiety, frustration, distress, anguished,
dismayed and dejection."

Strengths:

e Shows awareness of emotional impact
e Attempts to use varied vocabulary



Weakness: Word choice confusion — Your use of "lambastes" is incorrect in this context, and the
emotional states are not properly structured grammatically.

Exemplar: These challenges can negatively affect students, leading to feelings of depression,
anxiety, frustration, and distress.

m Your piece shows good potential in arguing for traditional schooling, but needs more
development in several areas. The introduction would benefit from a clearer thesis statement that
directly states your position. Also, you could strengthen your arguments by giving specific
examples of how school activities benefit students. Additionally, try to organise your ideas into
clear paragraphs, with each paragraph focusing on one main point. Your emotional impact section
needs better structure - try listing the benefits of school-based learning in a more organised way.
You could improve the flow by adding transition words between your points. Finally, work on
making your conclusion stronger by restating your main arguments and ending with a powerful
closing statement.

Score: 40/50

Section 2:

reasons why learning at school is superior to learning at home] — the organized schedule,
interaction with other students, accessibility to resources, encouragement and motivation and
assistance from teachers and staff.

at: [Learning at home can be
extremely distracting, provides limited challenges for advanced students, offers minimal
feedback, leads to isolation and lacks proper time structure. ]

#3 stambastes—stadents makme-the cetdepresstonanxtetyfrustrattondistress;angutshed;
dismayed-and-dejeettor: [These limitations can negatively impact students, causing them to feel
depressed, anxious, frustrated, and distressed.] Learning at school rejects all these problems and
stages of emotions we can encounter, making it a much better place to socially interact and feel

incentive.



In the classroom, students aren't just taught by teachers—they are mentored, guided, and inspired
by individuals who are dedicated to unlocking their full potential. They have access to resources,
science labs, sports fields, art programs—all of which spark creativity, foster teamwork, and give
students the opportunity to discover their passions. Traditional school is where students learn to
stand tall in the face of challenges, where they learn accountability, and where their futures begin
to take shape. It's in this setting that they develop social skills that last a lifetime, and in every
classroom, there's a spark of possibility. Traditional schooling is about so much more than
grades—it's about shaping resilient, empathetic, and capable individuals who will go on to change
the world. It's an investment in the heart and soul of the next generation.



