Writing Feedback
WEEK 5 -5th February Homework: Year 6 Scholarship Specialisation Final Sprint

WRITING PIECE 1 - FEEDBACK
Section 1:
#1 (First paragraph): Strengths:

e Strong opening that addresses a relevant, modern issue
e C(lear presentation of the central question

Weaknesses: Limited development of ideas — Your opening could be more impactful by
providing specific scenarios that children face with technology, rather than just stating general
observations about emotions and anxiety.

In our digital age, young people increasingly find themselves torn between the alluring world
of screens and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. From social media notifications to endless
gaming options, children face daily challenges in managing their screen time, leading to
important questions about appropriate limits.

#2 (Second paragraph): Strengths:

e (Good recognition of technology's educational value
e Links technology to practical life skills

Weaknesses: Shallow argument development — Your supporting points about technology's
benefits need more depth. You mention learning and connection but don't explore how these
specifically benefit children's development.

Technology serves as a powerful educational tool, enabling children to explore virtual science
laboratories, master mathematical concepts through interactive games, and develop crucial
digital literacy skills that will serve them throughout their academic journey.

#3 (Third paragraph): Strengths:

e (lear presentation of counterarguments
e Offers practical solutions

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped solution — Your suggestion about introducing a law needs more
detail about how it would work in practice and why it would be effective for managing children's
screen time.



To effectively manage children's screen time, schools could implement structured digital
learning periods balanced with outdoor activities, while parents could create family media
plans that set clear boundaries for device usage.

m Your persuasive piece shows promise in addressing an important topic, but needs stronger
arguments to truly convince readers. You've made good points about both benefits and drawbacks
of screen time, yet your ideas could be more detailed. Try taking your opening paragraph and
adding real-life examples that children can relate to. Also, when discussing technology's benefits,
include specific ways it helps with learning. Your final paragraph would be stronger if you
explained exactly how your suggested solutions would work. Adding more details about what
parents and schools can do would make your arguments more convincing. Remember to link your
ideas together smoothly to help readers follow your thinking. Your conclusion could be stronger
by clearly restating your main points about finding balance with technology.

Score: 41/50

Section 2:

today's world, the rise of technology and increasing screen time often leads to emotional
challenges and anxiety. Children spend considerable time on their phones, tablets and computers,
which can leave them feeling overwhelmed. This raises an important question: "How much
screen time is too much?" Should children have unlimited screen time, or should limits be set?]

#2 Technology has many benefits, such as helping kids learn new things. With the internet, ktds
[children] can access educational videos and interactive games that make learning fun. It can also
help them stay connected with their friends, even if they're far away. In today's world, learning
technology can be counted as a skill.

#3 However, too much screen time can be harmful. Spending hours on devices can lead to eye
strain, headaches, and lack of sleep. &tds [Children] who use screens too much may miss out on
physical activities, which are important for their health. Social skills might also be affected, as
they could become too focused on online relationships instead of face-to-face interactions. Fo

[To address this issue, clear guidelines should be introduced to limit children's screen time.]



Parents and schools could work together to ensure that ktds [children] spend enough time away
from screens, focusing on things like outdoor activities and face-to-face communication. In
conclusion, while technology has its benefits, it's important to find a balance. Too much screen
time can have negative effects, but with proper regulations and guidance, ids [children] can
enjoy technology without it taking over their lives.



WRITING PIECE 2 - FEEDBACK
Section 1:

#1 "It's heartbreaking to see how much plastic is hurting our planet. The oceans are full of plastic
waste, and animals are suffering because of it. Turtles, birds, and fish are choking on plastic or
getting tangled up in it."

Strengths:

e Strong emotional appeal using vivid imagery
e Effective use of specific examples of affected animals

Weakness: Limited Development — Your opening relies heavily on emotional statements without
providing deeper context. The phrase "full of plastic waste" is vague and could be more impactful
with specific details about how this affects marine ecosystems.

Exemplar: Qur oceans are drowning in plastic waste, with devastating consequences for marine
life - from tiny plankton to magnificent whales, entire food chains are being disrupted by this
human-made disaster.

#2 "Plastic is dangerous because animals mistake it for food, which kills them. It also takes
forever to break down, so it fills up landfills and makes beaches dirty."

Strengths:

e C(lear cause-and-effect relationship
e Addresses multiple impacts of plastic pollution

Weakness: Underdeveloped Arguments — Your explanation of plastic's dangers lacks depth. The
phrase "takes forever to break down" is too casual and misses an opportunity to strengthen your
argument about environmental impact.

Exemplar: When plastic breaks into tiny pieces, sea creatures mistake these colourful
fragments for food, leading to starvation as their stomachs fill with indigestible material.
Meanwhile, every piece of plastic ever made still exists on Earth today.

#3 "To help even more, the government should pass a law banning plastic bags and packaging in
stores. This would force companies to find safer, better materials and protect animals and nature."

Strengths:

e Proposes a specific solution
e Links solution to positive outcomes



Weakness: Incomplete Development — Your call to action needs more detail about
implementation. The phrase "safer, better materials" is too vague and doesn't give readers a clear
picture of alternatives.

Exemplar: By implementing a nationwide ban on single-use plastic packaging, we can
encourage businesses to adopt eco-friendly alternatives like biodegradable materials made from
cornstarch or bamboo, which naturally decompose without harming wildlife.

m Your persuasive piece shows passion for environmental protection, but needs stronger
development of ideas. You can improve the first paragraph by adding specific examples of how
plastic affects marine life. Also, when discussing alternatives to plastic, include more details
about why these options are better for the environment. Additionally, your section about
government action could benefit from explaining how similar laws have worked in other places.
Your conclusion needs to tie everything together more clearly by reminding readers of the main
reasons to act. Try to make your arguments more convincing by showing how plastic affects not
just animals, but also human health and wellbeing. Your writing would be stronger if you added
more details about what happens to plastic in the ocean and how it affects the food chain.

Score: 40/50

Section 2:

#1 It's heartbreaking to see how much plastic is hurting our planet. The oceans are full of plastic
waste, and animals are suffering because of it. Turtles, birds, and fish are choking on plastic or

getting tangled up in it.

ATSOTaRCSTOTCV

v [Plastic poses a deadly threat as
marine animals mistake it for food, leading to death by starvation. Moreover, its resistance to
natural decomposition means it accumulates in landfills and litters our beaches. ]

There are better alternatives, like using paper, metal, or even plant-based materials that break
down naturally. Reusable items, like shopping bags and water bottles, can also make a huge
difference. People should make the choice to stop using plastic whenever possible.

Everyone can make a difference by reducing plastic use and recycling more. Small changes, like
choosing eco-friendly products, help the environment. If everyone works together, plastic
pollution can be reduced.



[To create lasting change, the government must implement comprehensive legislation banning
single-use plastic bags and packaging. This would compel companies to adopt environmentally

responsible materials, ultimately safeguarding wildlife and our natural environment.] It's time to
act before it's too late!



WRITING PIECE 3
Section 1:
#1 (First paragraph): Strengths:

e Strong hook that connects with readers' emotions about learning challenges
e C(lear introduction of the main topic comparing schooling options

Weakness: Limited focus — Your opening lacks a clear stance on which learning method you
prefer. The phrase "It's hard to ignore" weakens your persuasive argument by showing uncertainty
rather than conviction.

Exemplar: While both traditional schooling and homeschooling offer unique benefits,
traditional schooling provides irreplaceable advantages through its structured environment and
social opportunities.

#2 (Second paragraph): Strengths:

e Good use of specific benefits like "teamwork" and "communication"
e Balanced view acknowledging both positives and challenges

Weakness: Underdeveloped ideas — Your points about school benefits need more depth. The
phrase "helps with teamwork" could be stronger by showing how exactly teamwork helps prepare
students for their future.

Exemplar: Face-to-face interactions at school develop crucial teamwork skills that prepare
students for future careers, while daily routines teach valuable time management.

#3 (Third paragraph): Strengths:

e C(lear explanation of homeschooling benefits
e (Good transition from previous paragraph

Weakness: Vague support — Your discussion of homeschooling challenges lacks specific
examples. The phrase "harder to stay motivated" needs concrete situations to help readers
understand the real challenges.

Exemplar: Although learning from home allows flexible study hours, students often struggle
with self-discipline when facing distractions like television or mobile phones without teacher
supervision.

m Your piece shows good awareness of different learning styles, but needs stronger arguments to
be more persuasive. The opening paragraph could grab attention better by sharing a clear opinion



about which learning style you support. You can improve the second paragraph by giving real
examples of how school activities build important skills. For the third paragraph, try adding
specific situations where homeschooling might be challenging. Also, your conclusion could be
stronger by clearly stating which option you think is best, rather than saying it depends on the
person. You can make your writing more convincing by focusing on one side while still
acknowledging the other view's merits. Additionally, try using more powerful words to show
confidence in your opinion.

Score: 39/50

Section 2:

It's so frustrating to think about how difficult it can be to learn. School can be overwhelming for
many students, while homeschooling or online learning sounds like it could be more flexible and

comfortable. But-whichis-better? t's-hard-te-tgnoere-that [ Although] both traditional schooling and

homeschooling have their advantages and challenges. #1

At school, students get to interact with their friends and teachers face-to-face. This helps with
teamwork, making friends, and learning how to communicate better. School also offers a
structured environment, where students follow a set routine that keeps them focused. However,
for some, school can feel stressful, with noisy classrooms or too much homework. #2

On the other hand, learning at home or online can feel less stressful. Students can work at their
own pace, take breaks when needed, and even choose what environment works best for them.
However, without a teacher there to guide them, it can be harder to stay motivated and focused.
Some might miss the social part of school too. #3

In—the—end—t—depends—en—the—persen- [While both options have merit, traditional schooling

provides essential life skills that are harder to develop at home.] While homeschooling offers
flexibility, traditional school provides structure and social opportunities. To make it even better,
schools could offer more online options for those who need them, allowing for a balance of both
worlds.



WRITING PIECE 4
Section 1:
#1 (First paragraph) Strengths:

e Opens with an emotional appeal that connects with readers' feelings
e Introduces the main argument clearly about alternatives to meat consumption

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped argument — Your opening lacks specific details about why meat
consumption causes sadness. The phrase "doesn't seem necessary" is too vague and doesn't
provide a strong foundation for your argument.

Exemplar: Witnessing the suffering of animals in meat production deeply troubles many people,
leading them to question whether this practice aligns with our values, particularly when
nutritious plant-based alternatives exist.

#2 (Third paragraph) Strengths:

e (lear focus on nutritional aspects
e Links to health benefits effectively

Weaknesses: Limited evidence — Your argument about plant-based nutrients needs more specific
examples. When you write "experts suggest," you don't tell us which experts or what exactly they
found.

Exemplar: Nutritionists have found that legumes like lentils and chickpeas provide excellent
protein, while leafy greens offer essential vitamins and minerals that support overall health.

#3 (Last paragraph) Strengths:

e Provides a clear call to action
e Links back to main arguments

Weaknesses: Rushed conclusion — Your ending jumps to a solution without building up to it
properly. The phrase "a law should be passed" comes suddenly without explaining what kind of
law or how it would work.

Exemplar: To create positive change, we should introduce guidelines that encourage schools
and public institutions to offer more plant-based options, making it easier for people to choose
foods that benefit their health, the environment, and animal welfare.

m Your piece makes good points about plant-based diets, but needs stronger support for its
arguments. You could improve the second paragraph by giving clear examples of the



environmental impact of meat production. Also, when discussing animal treatment, you could
describe specific conditions to help readers understand the issue better. Your third paragraph
would be stronger if you explained how plant-based proteins help our bodies. Additionally, you
could improve your conclusion by suggesting practical steps people can take to reduce meat
consumption. Try to guide readers through your arguments step by step, building up to your final
suggestion about new laws.

Score: 40/50

Section 2:

[The suffering involved in meat production troubles many people deeply, raising questions about

whether harming animals for food is necessary when healthy alternatives exist.]

Some believe that eating meat is essential for health, but it's worth considering whether
plant-based diets can offer a better alternative for everyone, including animals.

#2 One reason people continue eating meat is that it provides protein and important nutrients.
However—experts—stggest—that [Research shows how] plant-based foods like beans, nuts, and
vegetables can provide these same nutrients and improve health. A well-balanced plant-based diet
can be just as nutritious and help people live longer.

Another major concern is the environmental impact of meat production. Raising animals for food
uses large amounts of water, land, and energy, contributing to pollution and climate change.
Switching to plant-based diets could significantly reduce the strain on the environment and help
protect the planet for future generations.

#3 From an ethical standpoint, the treatment of animals is troubling. Many animals are confined
to cramped, uncomfortable spaces and subjected to cruel conditions. This raises questions about
whether causing such harm is justified.

o—address—these—concerns—a—taw—should-bepassed-—encouragingplant-based—dtets: [To address

these concerns, we need clear guidelines and support for plant-based options in our communities. |
By doing so, people could improve their health, protect the environment, and treat animals more
kindly.



WRITING PIECE 5
Section 1:
#1 (First paragraph): Strengths:

e C(lear introduction of the main topic about participation trophies
e Good presentation of the core conflict between fairness and encouragement

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Opening — Your opening lacks a strong hook to grab readers'
attention. The phrase "feels unfair to some" is too mild and doesn't clearly show your stance on
the issue.

Exemplar: ""The growing trend of awarding participation trophies in youth sports has sparked
heated debates about fairness and achievement in competitions."

#2 (Second paragraph): Strengths:

e (Good attempt at showing both sides of the argument
e (lear link between participation trophies and confidence building

Weaknesses: Limited Support — Your point about building confidence needs more concrete
examples. The phrase "help build confidence" doesn't show how exactly trophies achieve this.

Exemplar: "Participation trophies boost young athletes' self-esteem by recognising their
dedication to training, showing up for matches, and supporting their teammates throughout the
season."’

#3 (Last paragraph): Strengths:

e Attempts to provide a solution
e Shows awareness of the need for rules

Weaknesses: Weak Conclusion — Your ending about making a law feels sudden and doesn't tie
back to your earlier points. The phrase "make things fair" needs more development.

Exemplar: "Rather than creating new laws, schools and sports leagues should develop clear
guidelines that balance recognising participation while celebrating outstanding achievement."

m Your persuasive piece needs stronger arguments to convince readers. You could improve the
second paragraph by giving specific examples of how participation trophies help young athletes
develop positive habits. Also, when discussing the drawbacks in the third paragraph, you could
describe real situations where focusing only on winning might discourage young players. Your
middle ground solution is good, but you need to explain how it would work in practice. Try



adding examples of different types of recognition that could work alongside trophies.
Additionally, your conclusion about making laws feels too extreme - instead, focus on practical
solutions that sports teams could implement right away.

Score: 40/50

Section 2:

#1 The idea of grvmg everyone a trophy in sports and competltlons feds—un-farr—to—some—l-t—ean—be
; : i [raises important

questions about fairness and merit in youth sports. Many wonder if rewarding participation,
regardless of performance, truly serves young athletes]. While the thought behind participation
trophies 1s to encourage effort, it raises the question of whether this actually teaches important
lessons about hard work and success.

#2 On one hand, participation trophies aim to make everyone feel proud of their efforts,
regardless of the outcome. They help build confidence in young people and encourage them to
keep trying, even if they don't win. However, some—beleve—that [critics argue] these trophies
might lessen the value of winning and make it seem less special.

In contrast, many argue that only winners should receive trophies. Rewarding only those who
achieve the best results can help teach the value of competition, determination, and skill. It shows
that hard work can lead to success, which can be an important lesson in life.

A middle ground could be rewarding everyone with recognition, but saving trophies for those
who excel in the competition. This way, everyone is acknowledged, but winners still earn the
special recognition they deserve.

performanee [Sports organisations should establish clear guidelines about how achievements are
recognised, ensuring that both participation and excellence are valued appropriately]. This would

ensure that everyone understands the true value of competition and hard work.



