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 WRITING PIECE 1 -  FEEDBACK  

Section 1: 

#1: First paragraph Strengths: 

● Clear introduction of the topic and its relevance to modern life 
● Well-structured presentation of potential risks of excessive screen time 

Weaknesses: Limited supporting details → Your discussion of health impacts needs more specific 
examples. When you mention "physical health issues," you could elaborate on how poor posture 
affects children's developing bodies or how eye strain manifests in young learners. 

Exemplar: Extended screen time can cause severe neck and back pain in children, while 
prolonged exposure to blue light often leads to dry, irritated eyes and headaches. 

#2: Second paragraph Strengths: 

● Good balance of positive aspects of technology 
● Practical examples of beneficial technology use 

Weaknesses: Weak transitions → Your paragraph shifts abruptly between ideas. The connection 
between educational benefits and parental involvement needs smoother linking words to guide 
your readers through your reasoning. 

Exemplar: Educational apps and virtual museums offer engaging learning opportunities, and 
with proper parental guidance, these tools can be integrated into a balanced daily routine that 
includes both digital and physical activities. 

#3: Third paragraph Strengths: 

● Clear concluding message about moderation 
● Links back to main argument effectively 

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped conclusion → Your final paragraph needs more specific guidance. 
While you mention "setting limits," you haven't provided concrete suggestions for what these 
limits might look like. 

 



 
Exemplar: Parents can establish healthy screen time habits by limiting daily usage to two hours 
of educational content and ensuring children engage in outdoor play and face-to-face social 
interactions throughout the day. 

■ Your piece shows promise in addressing an important topic, but needs deeper exploration of key 
points. You've touched on several important aspects of screen time management, but each point 
would benefit from more detailed examples. The first paragraph could better explain the specific 
impacts on children's wellbeing. Also, your second paragraph needs to show clearer links between 
educational benefits and practical implementation. Additionally, your conclusion would be 
stronger with specific suggestions for screen time limits and alternative activities. Your writing 
would improve by adding more real-life examples that young readers can relate to. Try expanding 
on how excessive screen time affects daily activities like homework completion or family time. 
Focus on making your arguments more convincing by showing rather than telling. 

 

Score: 40/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 In today's world, screen time has become an integral part of daily life, especially for children. 
While technology offers significant benefits, such as access to educational resources, 
entertainment, and communication, there are growing concerns about excessive screen time. 
Unlimited screen time for children can be detrimental, leading to physical health issues like poor 
posture, eye strain, and sleep disturbances. [When children spend unlimited time on screens, they 
often develop serious health problems including curved spines from poor posture, strained eyes 
from constant focusing, and disrupted sleep patterns.] Furthermore, it can negatively impact 
mental health by fostering isolation, contributing to anxiety, or exposing children to inappropriate 
content. 

#2 On the other hand, when used appropriately, technology can enrich children's learning 
experience. [Technology, when used wisely, can transform and enhance children's learning 
experiences.] Educational apps, virtual museums, and interactive online lessons can enhance 
knowledge in a fun and engaging way. Parents can create structured schedules that balance 
technology use with outdoor activities, promoting both physical and cognitive development. 
Technology is also a powerful tool in helping children develop social skills through 
communication with peers and family members. 

#3 However, moderation is key. Setting limits on screen time and ensuring it is used for 
productive purposes can help children develop healthier habits. [By establishing clear screen time 

 



 
boundaries and focusing on educational content, children can learn to use technology responsibly 
whilst maintaining healthy habits.] A balance between screen time and real-world interactions is 
crucial to foster well-rounded development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 WRITING PIECE 2 - FEEDBACK  

Section 1: 

#1 (First paragraph) Strengths: 

● Strong opening that clearly states the environmental crisis and plastic impact 
● Good use of specific details about plastic decomposition timeline 

Weaknesses: Limited Development → Your introduction briefly mentions the environmental 
crisis but doesn't fully explain how plastic specifically leads to these problems. The phrase 
"devastating impact" needs more details about what this means for our planet. 

Exemplar: The environmental crisis has reached alarming levels, with plastic waste choking 
our oceans, filling our landfills, and directly harming countless marine animals through 
entanglement and ingestion. 

#2 (Second paragraph) Strengths: 

● Clear focus on wildlife protection 
● Good mention of alternative materials 

Weaknesses: Vague Support → Your argument about alternatives lacks specific examples of how 
these materials work better than plastic. The phrase "viable alternatives" needs to show why these 
options are actually better choices. 

Exemplar: Glass containers and metal water bottles last longer than plastic ones, while paper 
bags break down naturally without harming the environment. 

#3 (Fourth paragraph) Strengths: 

● Addresses opposing viewpoints 
● Links to future generations 

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped Counter-argument → Your final paragraph quickly dismisses 
opposing views without fully addressing them. The phrase "essential for convenience and 
economic reasons" needs more detail about why these reasons matter less than environmental 
concerns. 

Exemplar: While plastic offers short-term convenience, the long-lasting damage to our oceans 
and wildlife far outweighs these temporary benefits. 

■ Your persuasive piece shows good basic understanding of the plastic pollution problem. You 
need to add more details about how plastic affects the environment in your first paragraph. Also, 
 



 
when you talk about alternatives, give examples of how they work better than plastic. Your 
counter-argument needs to explain why environmental concerns matter more than convenience. 
Try to connect your ideas better between paragraphs. Additionally, you could make your ending 
stronger by telling readers what actions they can take. Your writing would be more convincing if 
you showed how plastic affects local communities and everyday life. Take your second paragraph 
and add specific examples of animals being harmed by plastic. In your third paragraph, explain 
exactly how people can switch to reusable items in their daily lives. 

 

Score: 39/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 The ongoing environmental crisis has raised serious concerns about plastic use and its 
devastating impact [severe effects] on the planet. Plastic, particularly single-use plastic, takes 
hundreds of years to decompose and often ends up polluting oceans, harming wildlife, and 
disrupting ecosystems. Given its detrimental effects, there is a strong argument for banning plastic 
in favour of more sustainable alternatives. 

#2 Banning plastic could reduce the amount of waste that clutters landfills and oceans, directly 
benefiting animal species at risk from ingesting or becoming entangled in plastic waste. There are 
viable alternatives available, such as biodegradable materials, glass, metal, and paper, which are 
eco-friendly and do not contribute to long-term pollution. 

Additionally, people can make a significant difference by choosing reusable items like shopping 
bags, water bottles, and containers, thereby reducing the demand for plastic. Recycling efforts 
must also be ramped up [We must also increase recycling efforts] to ensure that plastic is properly 
processed and repurposed. 

#3 Opponents of banning plastic argue that it is essential for convenience and economic reasons. 
However, with growing awareness of its environmental costs, alternatives should be pursued. A 
shift towards [Moving towards] a plastic-free future is crucial for protecting wildlife and the 
planet, making it a necessary step for future generations. 

 

 

 

 



 
 WRITING PIECE 3 

Section 1: 

#1 (First paragraph) Strengths: 

● Clear introduction of the topic showing its relevance 
● Good use of linking to current events like COVID-19 

Weaknesses: Limited stance → Your opening fails to take a clear position on the debate. The 
paragraph simply states there is a debate without showing which side you support. 

I strongly believe that while both schooling options have their merits, traditional schools offer 
irreplaceable benefits for most students' overall development. 

#2 (Second paragraph) Strengths: 

● Well-structured points about school benefits 
● Good use of specific examples like libraries and laboratories 

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped ideas → Your points about socialisation and resources need deeper 
discussion. For example, when you mention "essential life skills", you could explain which 
specific skills students gain. 

Traditional schooling teaches vital skills like public speaking through class presentations, time 
management through homework deadlines, and teamwork through group projects. 

#3 (Final paragraph) Strengths: 

● Balanced conclusion considering both sides 
● Good summary of key points 

Weaknesses: Weak conclusion → Your ending sits on the fence rather than making a strong final 
argument. The phrase "both approaches can be effective" weakens your stance. 

Based on the clear advantages of social interaction, structured learning environments, and 
access to diverse resources, traditional schooling proves to be the better choice for most 
students' educational journey. 

■ Your persuasive piece needs stronger arguments to convince readers. You could improve the 
second paragraph by giving real examples of how school activities help students learn better. 
Also, the third paragraph should focus more on why home learning might not work as well as 
traditional schooling. Additionally, you could make your writing more persuasive by using words 
like 'certainly', 'clearly', and 'undoubtedly' to show confidence in your points. Your first paragraph 
 



 
should clearly tell readers which type of learning you think is better. You need to pick a side and 
stick to it throughout your writing. Your conclusion needs to be stronger - tell your readers 
exactly why they should agree with you. Try to make your readers feel something by using more 
engaging words and examples they can relate to. 

 

Score: 40/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 The debate over whether it is better to learn at school or at home has gained traction in recent 
years, particularly with the rise of online learning and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Both traditional schooling and homeschooling offer distinct advantages and challenges, making it 
crucial to evaluate their effectiveness for different learners. [While both traditional schooling and 
homeschooling present different opportunities, traditional schooling clearly offers superior 
benefits for most students.] 

#2 Traditional schooling provides a structured environment, promoting socialization 
[socialisation], collaboration, and the development of essential life skills. It allows students to 
engage with diverse perspectives, build relationships with teachers and peers, and participate in 
extracurricular activities that foster well-rounded growth. Additionally, schools offer access to 
resources like libraries, laboratories, and specialized [specialised] teachers in various fields, 
enriching the educational experience. 

#3 However, [While] homeschooling and online learning offer flexibility and personalized 
[personalised] learning opportunities. Students can progress at their own pace, which can be 
especially beneficial for those with unique learning needs or those who struggle in traditional 
settings. Homeschooling also allows for a more tailored curriculum, giving families the ability to 
prioritize specific subjects or interests. Yet, it may lack the social interaction that traditional 
schooling provides, and parents must invest time and effort into ensuring the quality of education. 
Ultimately, both approaches can be effective, but the decision depends on the child's needs, 
learning style, and available resources. [Therefore, while homeschooling may suit some students, 
traditional schooling remains the superior choice for providing comprehensive education and 
essential life skills.] 

 

 

 
 



 
 WRITING PIECE 4 

Section 1: 

#1 (First paragraph) Strengths: 

● Clear introduction of the main topic and key aspects (health, environment, ethics) 
● Good hook that draws readers in by highlighting the controversy 

Weakness: Limited stance development → Your opening paragraph presents the debate but 
doesn't take a clear position. The phrase "touches on health, environmental, and ethical 
considerations" merely lists topics without showing your viewpoint on meat consumption. 

Exemplar: The urgent need to reduce meat consumption has become clear as mounting 
evidence shows its severe impact on our health, environment, and animal welfare. 

#2 (Third paragraph) Strengths: 

● Links plant-based diet to specific health benefits 
● Uses supporting details about nutrients 

Weakness: One-sided argument → Your health paragraph only presents benefits of plant-based 
diets. When you write "Studies show that plant-based foods, when properly balanced," you don't 
address common worries about getting enough protein or vitamins from plant-based diets. 

Exemplar: While some worry about nutrient deficiencies in plant-based diets, properly planned 
vegetarian meals provide all essential nutrients and can lower the risk of heart disease, 
diabetes, and obesity. 

#3 (Last paragraph) Strengths: 

● Provides a balanced conclusion 
● Acknowledges different dietary choices 

Weakness: Weak call-to-action → Your ending lacks power to convince readers to change their 
habits. The phrase "can have profound benefits" is too gentle and doesn't push readers to take 
action. 

Exemplar: Start your journey towards better health and a cleaner planet today by reducing your 
meat intake - even small changes in your diet make a real difference. 

■ Your persuasive piece needs more emotional appeal to connect with readers. You could improve 
the second paragraph by adding vivid details about deforestation and pollution. Also, try adding 
real-life examples in your health paragraph to help readers picture the benefits of eating less meat. 
 



 
Your ethical concerns paragraph is too short - expand it by describing how animals feel. 
Additionally, make your ending stronger by telling readers exactly what they can do to help. Your 
writing would be more powerful if you added your own voice and feelings about this important 
topic. Remember to use words that show how urgent this issue is. Lastly, try joining some 
paragraphs together to make your ideas flow better. 

 

Score: 39/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 The debate about whether people should stop eating meat touches on health, environmental, 
and ethical considerations. While meat has long been a staple in many diets, its impact on the 
environment, health, and animal welfare has raised significant concerns. [The harmful effects of 
meat consumption on our health, environment, and animal welfare demand immediate attention. 
Though meat remains central to many diets, its devastating impact on our planet and well-being 
cannot be ignored.] 

#2 From an environmental standpoint, the meat industry is a major contributor to deforestation, 
greenhouse gas emissions, and water pollution. Raising animals for food requires vast amounts of 
land, water, and feed, and the livestock sector is responsible for a substantial portion of global 
methane emissions. Reducing meat consumption or switching to plant-based diets could 
significantly mitigate climate change and conserve natural resources. 

#3 Health experts also argue that a plant-based diet can improve overall well-being. [Health 
research clearly shows that plant-based diets significantly improve overall well-being.] Studies 
show that plant-based foods, when properly balanced, can reduce the risk of chronic diseases such 
as heart disease, diabetes, and obesity. Moreover, plant-based foods often contain more fiber, 
antioxidants, and essential nutrients. 

Ethically, the treatment of animals in factory farming has sparked widespread concerns. Factory 
farming practices are often inhumane, and many animal rights activists advocate for plant-based 
diets as a way to reduce animal suffering. 

While not everyone must adopt a fully plant-based lifestyle, reducing meat consumption can have 
profound benefits for personal health, the environment, and animal welfare. [By reducing your 
meat consumption today, you can help create a healthier future for yourself, protect our 
environment, and prevent animal suffering.] 

 
 



 
 WRITING PIECE 5 

Section 1: 

#1 (First paragraph): Strengths: 

● Clear introduction of the main argument through opposing viewpoints 
● Effective use of specific examples related to younger children 

Weaknesses: Lack of compelling hook → Your opening sentence starts directly with the topic but 
misses the opportunity to grab the reader's attention. The phrase "is a contentious one" doesn't 
create strong interest or urgency about the topic. 

Exemplar: "In school sports events across the country, a heated debate rages: should every 
child who participates receive a trophy?" 

#2 (Second paragraph): Strengths: 

● Well-structured counterargument 
● Clear cause-and-effect reasoning 

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped supporting details → Your argument about undermining hard work 
needs specific examples. The phrase "diminish the value of winning" remains too general without 
concrete situations showing how this happens. 

Exemplar: "When everyone receives the same trophy regardless of effort, students who trained 
extra hours and showed remarkable improvement may feel their dedication goes unnoticed." 

#3 (Fourth paragraph): Strengths: 

● Attempts to provide a solution 
● Shows balanced thinking 

Weaknesses: Weak conclusion → Your final paragraph lacks a strong stance and specific 
recommendations. The phrase "balanced approach" needs more details about how this would 
work in practice. 

Exemplar: "Schools should create a tiered recognition system - participation certificates for all 
students who complete the season, and special trophies for those who demonstrate outstanding 
achievement, effort or improvement." 

■ Your persuasive piece needs stronger real-life examples to support your arguments. In your first 
paragraph, you could describe a specific school sports day scenario to help readers picture the 
situation. Also, your second paragraph would benefit from adding examples of how participation 
 



 
trophies affect student behaviour. Additionally, your conclusion should clearly explain how 
schools can balance participation and achievement awards. You could improve your writing by 
adding more details about different ways to recognise student effort, like giving special mentions 
for most improved player or best team spirit. Your piece would be more convincing if you 
included actual student voices or teacher perspectives about trophy giving. Finally, you should 
strengthen your position - while showing both sides is good, readers need to know where you 
stand on this issue. 

 

Score: 39/50 

 

Section 2: 

#1 The question of whether everyone should receive a trophy in sports and competitions is a 
contentious one. [At school sports days across the country, coaches and teachers face a 
challenging question: should every student receive a trophy?] On one hand, participation trophies 
can serve as a form of encouragement, especially for younger children who are still learning the 
value of teamwork and perseverance. By recognising effort rather than just victory, it can foster a 
sense of accomplishment and help build confidence in those who may not be the most skilled. 

#2 However, critics argue that giving trophies to everyone can undermine the importance of hard 
work and achievement. It may diminish the value of winning and send the message that effort and 
success are not truly differentiated. [When everyone receives the same reward, students might 
question whether putting in extra effort is worthwhile.] This could ultimately result in a lack of 
motivation to improve, as rewards are given regardless of performance. 

At the same time, sports and competitions should be about more than just winning. The focus 
should be on personal growth, teamwork, and sportsmanship. Encouraging these qualities might 
mean celebrating all forms of participation while reserving the highest accolades for those who 
excel. 

#3 Ultimately, a balanced approach may be the most effective—recognising effort while still 
rewarding exceptional performance to inspire future growth and competition. [Therefore, schools 
should implement a two-tier recognition system: participation certificates that celebrate 
commitment and special trophies that honour outstanding achievement, creating a fair balance 
between encouragement and excellence.] 

 

 


