
Writing Feedback ​
WEEK 7 - 19th February Homework: Year 6 Scholarship Specialisation Final Sprint  
_________________________________________________________________________                 
 

Section 1: 

#1 a. Strengths: 

●​ Your introduction effectively sets the scene and presents the issue of rising cost of living in 
a relatable manner. 

●​ Your use of a hypothetical scenario helps to engage the reader and make the issue more 
tangible. 

b. Weaknesses:Lack of specific evidence → While your introduction presents the issue, it would 
be strengthened by including specific facts or statistics to support your claims about the extent of 
the cost of living increase. Mentioning "over 5% more expensive" and "skyrocketed by about 
50%" without citing sources makes the argument less convincing. 

c. Exemplar: Imagine you are the father of a stable middle-class household. One day, you 
receive a call from your bank reminding you that taxes are due. You log on to your computer 
and check your taxes, only to discover that they have risen by 12% compared to the previous 
month, according to the latest government figures. 

#2 a. Strengths: 

●​ Your writing piece effectively highlights the real-world consequences of rising living costs 
on families, such as having to move homes or take financial risks. 

●​ Your mention of data from the Commonwealth Bank Australia helps to lend credibility to 
your argument. 

b. Weaknesses: Insufficient explanation of connection between rising costs and family decisions 
→ While you mention that families are taking more financial risks and moving homes due to the 
cost of living pressures, you don't fully explain how these decisions are connected to rising costs. 
Providing more detail on why families feel compelled to take these actions would make your 
argument clearer and more persuasive. 

c. Exemplar: Data from the Commonwealth Bank Australia reveals that an increasing number 
of people, particularly those with children, are taking greater financial risks, such as starting 
businesses or selling their homes to move to less expensive properties. These decisions are 
driven by the need to alleviate the mounting pressure of escalating living costs, which leave 
families struggling to maintain their standard of living. 

#3 a. Strengths: 

 



 
●​ Your use of rhetorical questions at the end of the piece helps to emphasise the urgency of 

the issue and encourages the reader to reflect on the impact of rising living costs. 
●​ Your writing effectively conveys the sense of uncertainty and precariousness that families 

face in light of these financial pressures. 

b. Weaknesses:  Lack of proposed solutions → While your piece does an excellent job of 
highlighting the problem of rising living costs and their impact on families, it does not offer any 
potential solutions or calls to action. Including some suggestions for how this issue could be 
addressed, such as government policies or community initiatives, would make your piece more 
comprehensive and action-oriented. 

c. Exemplar: Is it fair that families should have to resort to such drastic measures simply to 
keep afloat? Should we not be working towards a society where people can feel financially 
secure without having to uproot their lives or take tremendous risks? It is time for our 
government and community leaders to prioritise finding solutions to the escalating cost of 
living crisis, such as implementing policies to control housing prices, provide financial support 
for struggling families, and ensure fair wages that keep pace with inflation. 

Your persuasive piece effectively highlights the pressing issue of rising living costs and their 
impact on families, using relatable examples and evidence to support your argument. However, to 
make your writing even more compelling, I would suggest providing more specific data and 
sources to back up your claims, as well as delving deeper into the reasons behind families' 
financial decisions in response to these pressures. Additionally, your piece could be strengthened 
by offering some potential solutions or calls to action, encouraging readers to think about how 
this issue could be addressed on a societal level. By including these elements, your writing will 
not only raise awareness of the problem but also inspire readers to consider what steps can be 
taken to alleviate the burden on families facing financial insecurity due to the rising cost of living. 
Remember to support your arguments with clear evidence, explore the connections between cause 
and effect, and leave your reader with a sense of urgency and motivation to work towards positive 
change. 

 

Score: 40/50 

 

Section 2: 

The ridiculous prices of living [The exorbitant cost of living] is becoming too high for families to 
afford and is forcing many families to take desperate measures such as risky company startups 
and moving homes. 

 



 
Cost of living prices are skyrocketing and are forcing many families that once had financial 
security to take extreme and desperate measures in terms of physical and financial decisions so to 
be safe that their finances would be secure [to ensure their financial stability]. This comes in the 
form of resisting [preventing] children from taking out of [participating in] school activities or 
moving houses [homes] due to financial stress in maintaining a high market value home. Studies 
by the Commonwealth Bank show that families are storing more money and are taking more risks 
in the finance sector like [such as] company startups to ease the cost of living pressures in [on] 
their household [households]. 

#1 Picture this, you are the father of a stable middle class household. One day, you receive a call 
from your bank reminding you that taxes are due. You log on to your computer and check your 
taxes. The taxes are over 5% more expensive the [than] ones [those] last month. You think it is a 
mistake and check with your bank and examine the tax details. There is no mistake. If this goes 
on, your family will no longer be a stable middle class family but a struggling family trying to 
stay in the middle class. This is the harsh reality of a rising cost of living. 

#2 Over the last 5 years the overall [In the past five years, the] cost of living has skyrocketed by 
about 50%. A [An] insight into data recorded by the Commonwealth Bank Australia shows that 
more and more people, especially people that are [those] recorded as parents or guardians of a 
child, are taking more and more risks in finance. This is in the form of more company startups 
and more people selling their homes and moving to a one [ones] with a lower market price 
[prices] due to the price of sustaining [cost of maintaining] their original home [homes]. 

#3 All of this tedious work normally doesn't pay off and families are forced into a state where 
luck determines if they go into [fall into] poverty or not. Is it really necessary for families to have 
to go through this? Do people really have to move homes and take life threatening risks just to 
ease the pressures? Is it really necessary to rise [truly essential to raise] the cost of living? 

 

 

 


