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Section 1:  

#1 "A loud sound at the doorbell woke me up from my sleep. The sun was clearly only starting to 
rise from its bed and there was no reason anyone should've been out of bed. I stepped out into the 
frigid winds to find a parcel that looked like it had just run a marathon. With no one in my sight, I 
decided to take the box into the warm house-hold for further investigation." 

Strengths: Your use of personification ("the sun was clearly only starting to rise from its bed") 
creates vivid imagery. Your metaphor comparing the parcel to something that "had just run a 
marathon" effectively conveys its worn appearance. 

Weakness: Repetitive language → You repeat the word "bed" twice in consecutive sentences, 
which creates redundancy. Phrases like "clearly only" and descriptions of the parcel could be 
more precise to enhance the mysterious atmosphere you're trying to create. 

I awoke to an unexpected doorbell ring just as dawn's first light crept across the horizon. 
Outside in the biting cold stood a weathered parcel, its packaging tattered as though it had 
travelled great distances. With no delivery person in sight, I brought the mysterious box inside 
for closer inspection. 

#2 "I started with the city's cozy library, which was as warm as hot chocolate on a winter night. 
Expecting to see some sort of change about to happen, I began quickly pacing around every 
section of the library. Yet even there, where every single heart of the city had been to, nothing 
looked like it was going to change." 

Strengths: Your simile comparing the library's warmth to "hot chocolate on a winter night" creates 
a comfortable, cosy setting that contrasts with the tension of the countdown. 

Weakness: Unclear motivation → Your writing doesn't clearly explain why the library would be 
the first place to look for "the heart of the city" mentioned in the note. The phrase "every single 
heart of the city had been to" is confusing because it doesn't directly connect to your search. 

I hurried to the city's cosy library, its warmth enveloping me like hot chocolate on a winter 
night. Since libraries often serve as central gathering places, I thought this might be the "heart 
of the city" mentioned in the note. I searched every section carefully, but nothing seemed 
unusual or about to change. 

#3 "Walking into the creaky building was spine chilling. There were 10 seconds until something, 
big or small, was going to happen. As soon as I recovered my senses, the minuscule town's 
history started to make sense. The making of the museum, the pizza restaurant and the library 

 



 
were all starting to make sense. In my head, I secretly praised the worker who woke up so early 
just so that I could see this happen." 

Strengths: Your use of sensory details like "creaky building" effectively builds tension and 
anticipation as the countdown approaches zero. 

Weakness: Underdeveloped resolution → You repeat "make sense" three times without explaining 
what actually happens or what realisation the narrator comes to. The ending feels rushed and 
unclear about what actually occurs when the countdown reaches zero. 

Entering the ancient building, I shivered at the spine-chilling creaks echoing through the halls. 
With only 10 seconds remaining on the watch, my heart raced. As the final second ticked away, 
fragments of the town's history suddenly connected in my mind—the founding of the museum, 
the significance of the library, even the old pizza restaurant's location revealed a hidden 
pattern about our town's origins. I silently thanked the mysterious messenger who had ensured 
I would witness this moment of revelation. 

Your narrative creates an intriguing mystery with the countdown watch and the cryptic note. The 
premise has great potential, particularly how you establish tension with the ticking clock. The 
first-person perspective works well to bring readers along on this urgent quest. 

However, your writing would benefit from more clarity about the protagonist's thoughts and 
motivations throughout the journey. Why do they immediately trust and follow the note's 
instructions? What specifically connects the locations they visit? Additionally, the resolution 
needs more development—what exactly happens when the countdown ends? What revelation 
occurs? 

To improve your piece, focus on strengthening the connections between locations in your story. 
Also, be more specific about what "makes sense" at the end rather than repeating this phrase. You 
might consider adding more emotional responses from your narrator to help readers connect with 
their journey. Additionally, your descriptions sometimes use general terms where specific details 
would create a more vivid picture. 

■ Your narrative shows promise with its mysterious premise and ticking-clock tension. Try 
replacing some general descriptions with specific sensory details. For example, instead of saying 
the building was "creaky," describe the exact sounds it makes or how it affects the narrator. Also, 
clarify the resolution by explaining exactly what revelation occurs when the countdown ends. 
What specific history of the town becomes clear? What pattern connects the buildings? Show us 
the "aha moment" rather than simply stating things "make sense." 

 

Overall Score: 41/50 
 



 
 

Section 2: 

A loud sound at the doorbell woke me up from my sleep. The sun was clearly only starting to rise 
from its bed and there was no reason anyone should've been out of bed. I stepped out into the 
frigid winds to find a parcel that looked like it had just run a marathon. With no one in my sight, I 
decided to take the box into the warm house-hold [household] for further investigation. When I 
opened the delicate box, a flood of perplexity hit me. A rusted, old watch covered in dust was 
staring straight through my soul. On the visibly cracked screen, there was a countdown with only 
10 hours left. What was it counting down to? I had no idea. There was also a fragile note with the 
scent of dust that read "watch the change happen at the heart of the city". Though I did not know 
what that meant, the countdown pushed me into immediate action. 

#1 A loud sound at the doorbell woke me up from my sleep. The sun was clearly only starting to 
rise from its bed and there was no reason anyone should've been out of bed. I stepped out into the 
frigid winds to find a parcel that looked like it had just run a marathon. With no one in my sight, I 
decided to take the box into the warm house-hold for further investigation. [I was startled awake 
by a loud doorbell. The sun had barely begun to rise, an unusual hour for visitors. Stepping out 
into the frigid morning air, I discovered a battered parcel that appeared to have travelled a great 
distance. With no delivery person in sight, I brought the mysterious box inside my warm 
household for closer examination.] 

I started with the city's cozy library, which was as warm as hot chocolate on a winter night. 
Expecting to see some sort of change about to happen, I began quickly pacing around every 
section of the library. Yet even there, where every single heart of the city had been to, nothing 
looked like it was going to change. Desperately, I started scouring through the books for anything 
that could help me, but all the information was hiding from me. With that, I ambled 
down-heartedly through the welcoming doors of the library. 

#2 I started with the city's cozy library, which was as warm as hot chocolate on a winter night. 
Expecting to see some sort of change about to happen, I began quickly pacing around every 
section of the library. Yet even there, where every single heart of the city had been to, nothing 
looked like it was going to change. [I headed first to the city's cosy library, which welcomed me 
with warmth reminiscent of hot chocolate on a winter night. Since many considered the library a 
central gathering place, I thought it might be the "heart of the city" mentioned in the note. Despite 
carefully examining every section, nothing appeared unusual or on the verge of change.] 

But I wasn't going to stop there because I knew that the museum had millions of pieces of ancient 
items. As soon as I stepped into the museum, I headed for the watch section. However, everything 
was as it normally was, and I felt my heart sink into my stomach. As I trudged out of the building, 
the museum owner blandly told me where the oldest building in town was and I was ecstatic. 

 



 
Walking into the creaky building was spine chilling. There were 10 seconds until something, big 
or small, was going to happen. As soon as I recovered my senses, the minuscule town's history 
started to make sense. The making of the museum, the pizza restaurant and the library were all 
starting to make sense. In my head, I secretly praised the worker who woke up so early just so 
that I could see this happen. 

#3 Walking into the creaky building was spine chilling. There were 10 seconds until something, 
big or small, was going to happen. As soon as I recovered my senses, the minuscule town's 
history started to make sense. The making of the museum, the pizza restaurant and the library 
were all starting to make sense. In my head, I secretly praised the worker who woke up so early 
just so that I could see this happen. [Entering the ancient building sent shivers down my spine, its 
wooden floors protesting with each step. With only 10 seconds remaining on the mysterious 
watch, I held my breath in anticipation. As the final moment arrived, scattered pieces of our 
town's history suddenly connected in my mind—I could see how the positioning of the museum, 
the library, and even the old pizza restaurant formed a pattern revealing our town's original design 
and purpose. Silently, I thanked the unknown messenger who had ensured I would witness this 
revelation about our community's forgotten past.] 

 

 

 


