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Section 1 

#1: The Introduction (First Paragraph) 

Strengths: Your opening establishes a captivating setting through sensory details like "colourful 
blooms" and "sweet scent." The character of Mr. Thistlewood is immediately intriguing as the 
"mysterious Timekeeper." 

Weakness: Fragmented world-building → Your introduction contains disjointed elements that 
lack cohesion. "His house stood at the end of Lavender Lane, where colourful blooms abounded, 
and whispers of stories lingered in the air like sweet scent" presents multiple images without fully 
developing any of them. The transition between the garden description and the house location 
feels abrupt. 

Exemplar: "Many years ago, in the quaint village of Willowbrook, stood Mr. Thistlewood's 
mysterious garden at the end of Lavender Lane—a place where colourful blooms flourished 
amidst whispers of untold stories, all enclosed by a worn iron gate that seemed to separate 
ordinary time from something altogether more magical." 

#2: Mr. Thistlewood's Explanation​
​
Strengths: Your dialogue effectively conveys the theme of memory and reflection through Mr. 
Thistlewood's wise words. The character's personality shines through his thoughtful explanation. 

Weakness: Unclear message → The philosophical idea expressed by Mr. Thistlewood—"the past 
is made up of moments that shape us"—feels somewhat vague and underdeveloped. The 
follow-up statement "But sometimes we recall these moments only when life itself slows down" 
introduces an important concept about mindfulness and memory, but it isn't fully explored or 
connected to the hourglasses he later presents. 

Exemplar: "Yes," Mr. Thistlewood nodded pensively, "the past is made up of moments that 
shape who we become. These precious memories are always within us, but we often forget to 
notice them when life rushes by too quickly. That's why we need special reminders to pause and 
look back—to truly see the treasures we've collected along our journey." 

 



 

#3: The Children's Memories ​
​
Strengths: Your writing effectively illustrates how each child connects with their personal 
memories, providing touching glimpses into their individual experiences. The parallel structure 
helps emphasize their shared discovery. 

Weakness: Undeveloped emotional impact → While you mention that "tears swelled in their 
eyes" and "laughter erupted," the emotional journey feels rushed. The transition from receiving 
the hourglasses to experiencing profound memories happens too quickly, without giving readers 
enough time to feel the emotional weight of each child's experience. Phrases like "visions 
instantly rushed forward" suggest haste rather than meaningful reflection. 

Exemplar: "Benji turned his hourglass with trembling fingers, and time seemed to slow 
around him. Suddenly, he was back to that sunny afternoon when his father had let go of his 
bicycle seat for the first time. He could feel the wind in his hair, the wobble of the handlebars, 
and then—the overwhelming pride when he realised he was riding all by himself, his father's 
cheers echoing behind him. The memory filled him with a warmth he hadn't felt in ages." 

■ Your narrative creates a charming world filled with magic and wonder that will appeal to young 
readers. The central idea about the importance of memories is valuable. However, you could 
strengthen your piece by developing clearer connections between the magical elements and their 
deeper meanings. Try exploring fewer memories but in greater detail to help readers feel 
emotionally invested. Also, consider showing more of the children's reactions to receiving this 
wisdom—how might it change them beyond just that moment? The dialogue between the 
characters could be expanded to reveal more about their personalities and relationships. When 
describing the magical elements of the garden, think about engaging all five senses to make 
readers feel truly immersed in this special place. You might also build more tension by having the 
children overcome a small challenge before receiving their gift from Mr. Thistlewood. 

 

Overall Score:  43/50 

 

Section 2 
Many years ago, in the quaint village of Willowbrook, there was a garden old and grey, 
surrounded by a worn iron gate. Not just any garden, but Mr. Thistlewood's garden, the village 

 



 
mysterious Timekeeper. His house stood at the end of Lavender Lane, where colourful blooms 
abounded, and whispers of stories lingered in the air like sweet scent. 

Mr. Thistlewood was renowned for his peculiar collection of clocks—grandfather clocks that 
ticked with wisdom, pocket watches that shone like stars, and hourglasses that flowed with 
memories instead of sand. But what intrigued the children most was not just his clocks but how he 
would exclaim, "The past is a treasure chest! Open it wisely." 

It was a bright afternoon when three curious friends—Lila, Benji, and Oliver—decided that they 
would venture into Mr. Thistlewood's garden after hearing tales of its magical powers. Lila had 
twinkling eyes filled with wonder; Benji was always ready to embark on an adventure; while 
Oliver had a heart filled with questions. 

When they pushed open the screeching gate overgrown with ivy and wildflowers, they stepped 
into a world which was bursting with colors—a mess of flowering roses entwined with golden 
sunflowers that swayed as if keeping time to unheard music. In its center stood a massive clock 
tower made of twisted vines and glittering stones. 

"Wow! Look at all those clocks!" exclaimed Lila, gesturing toward a number of small gardens 
inside the large one—each edged with hedges shaped like animals or fairytale beings. 

"What do you think happens here?" asked Benji nervously in a whisper. 

"I bet we can discover something amazing!" replied Oliver confidently as he approached an 
ornate sundial surrounded by twinkling fairy lights. 

Then, unexpectedly, Mr. Thistlewood stepped out from behind a bush that was adorned with 
sparkling butterflies that fluttered around him like living jewels. "Ah! Welcome my young 
explorers! What do you want to discover in my mystical garden?" 

"We want to hear about your treasures," Lila eagerly cried out. 

"Ah, very well," Mr. Thistlewood smiled as he invited them over to his sundial. "My sundial not 
only tells time—it tells tales too." 

As he swept his hand in front of its face, clouds drifted by overhead until images began swirling 
in front of their eyes—the past unfurled itself in vivid tableaux: children's voices echoed as they 
played hopscotch on cobblestone streets; villagers sat around campfires sharing tales under 
star-filled skies; lovers exchanged letters bound with lavender petals! 

"Oh! Everybody's smiling!" Benji squealed as he pointed excitedly at one picture where families 
were dancing together during harvest festivities. 

 



 
#2 "Yes," Mr. Thistlewood nodded pensively, "the past is made up of moments that shape us." He 
paused before adding quietly, "But sometimes we recall these moments only when life itself slows 
down." 

Oliver's forehead creased with considering [concerned] worry and he asked gently, "But how do 
we remember them? Sometimes I feel everything passes so fast!" 

Mr. Thistlewood's eye [eyes] twinkled as he reached into his pocket and pulled out three small 
hourglasses—one for each child—with sands shining inside like tiny stars trapped forever 
between glasses [glass] walls. 

These are your own reminders," he whispered giving them to her one by one. [These are your 
own reminders," he whispered, giving one to each child.] "When you get lost or life's rushes 
overwhelm you… just flip it over and let it remind you to stop—to look back at your own 
beautiful past." 

Lila gently flipped over her hourglass and instantly felt a warmth spread through her heart—a 
memory was brought to life: making cookies with her grandmother every Sunday morning and 
singing silly songs together! 

#3 Benji did the same, flipping over his hourglass; visions instantly rushed forward—the day he 
learned to ride a bike without training wheels as cheering voices shouted out in encouragement! 

And last but not least arrived [came] Oliver who closed his eyes tight prior to tipping his 
hourglass over—the image showed him drawing pictures under the old oak trees with friends who 
made rainy days sunnier than the sun! 

Tears swelled in their eyes as laughter erupted among them again—a realization seeped into their 
hearts—they had bits and pieces of their past very well rooted in every cherished memory! 

"Thank you for showing us this magic!" Lila exclaimed happily hugging her hourglass close to 
her bosom. 

Mr. Thistlewood laughed with glee watching them twirl beneath flowering branches bathed in 
sunlight filtering through leaves whispering secrets long forgotten yet still held dear deep in their 
hearts. 

As the evening began painting colors in the sky signaling their departure homeward bound—they 
left with them [themselves] not just magical souvenirs but new awareness—that every moment 
lived accounts for something shaping them into the person they will become tomorrow! 

 



 
#1 And so dear reader—as you walk along life's way remember: The past may be behind us—but 
its treasures still glow brightly waiting patiently for our hearts to embrace once again… just as 
those brave little explorers did on that enchanted afternoon in Mr. Thistlewood's timeless garden. 
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