
Day 10: Creative Idea Generation for Persuasive Writing
NSW Selective Test Preparation

10-Day In-Depth Intensive Writing Program

Learning Objectives

By the end of today's session, students will be able to:

Generate innovative and unexpected persuasive topics that stand out

Apply lateral and divergent thinking to explore unique perspectives

Craft original arguments that maintain persuasive power

Create memorable hooks and effective metaphors

Develop creative persuasive pieces that showcase individuality and voice
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Introduction: Breaking the Mold

Welcome to the final day of our intensive writing program! Today, we'll push beyond formulas and conventions to discover your unique persuasive voice.

Why Creativity Matters in Persuasive Writing

In selective school exams, thousands of students write about the same topics in similar ways. Examiners read dozens of essays about:

School uniforms

Homework loads

Screen time limits

Plastic pollution

The students who stand out are those who approach topics with fresh perspectives, unexpected arguments, and memorable voices.

Today we'll learn to become not just good writers, but standout thinkers who can persuade with power, creativity, and clarity.

1. Lateral Thinking: Escaping Predictable Topics

Lateral thinking means approaching problems from unexpected angles and challenging conventional thought patterns. In persuasive writing, it helps you

develop topics and arguments that surprise and engage readers.

Breaking Away from Clichés

Instead of writing about whether school uniforms should be mandatory, what if you argued:

"Why school uniforms should be designed by students"

"Why school uniforms should change seasonally like fashion collections"

"Why schools should have uniform-free Fridays to boost creativity"
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Unconventional Persuasive Topics

Consider these unexpected persuasive topics:

"Why lollies should be compulsory after exams"

"Convince aliens not to destroy Earth"

"Why we should all live like sloths for a week"

"Why schools should start the day with dance parties"

"Why notebooks should never have lines"

The Art of the "Weird but Winnable"

The key to lateral thinking in persuasive writing is developing ideas that are:

Unexpected - They surprise the reader

Original - They haven't been overused

Arguable - You can actually make a case for them

Activity: Lateral Leap

Instructions: Take a conventional topic and transform it into three unconventional alternatives.

Example:
Conventional: "Should homework be banned?"

Lateral alternatives:

1. "Why homework should be done in virtual reality"

2. "Why students should assign homework to teachers"

3. "Why homework should be replaced with family projects"

Your turn: Transform these conventional topics:

1. "Should junk food be banned from school canteens?"

2. "Should mobile phones be allowed in classrooms?"

3. "Should school days be longer?"

2. Divergent Thinking: Exploring Multiple Angles

Divergent thinking involves generating many possible solutions or perspectives on a single issue. In persuasive writing, this means exploring multiple

argument types to create a rich, multi-dimensional piece.

The Six Perspective Framework

For any persuasive topic, consider arguments from these different angles:

Perspective Focus Question to Ask

🧠 Ethical Moral principles, values, and fairness "Is this right or wrong? Fair or unfair?"

❤ Emotional Feelings, well-being, and emotional impact "How does this make people feel?"

📊 Logical Facts, statistics, and practical considerations "What do the facts and figures show?"

🧍 Personal Individual experiences and stories "How does this affect individuals?"

🌏 Cultural Social norms, traditions, and shared values "How does this fit with our culture or society?"

🌿 Environmental Impact on nature and sustainability "How does this affect our planet?"
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Example: "Why Kids Should Cook Dinner Once a Week"

🧠 Ethical argument: Teaching children to contribute to family responsibilities helps develop a sense of fairness and appreciation for others' work.

❤ Emotional argument: Cooking together creates bonding experiences and builds a child's confidence and sense of accomplishment.

📊 Logical argument: Learning to cook is a fundamental life skill that improves future independence and health outcomes.

🧍 Personal argument: Children who cook develop a greater appreciation for food and are less likely to become picky eaters.

🌏 Cultural argument: Passing down family recipes preserves cultural heritage and traditions across generations.

🌿 Environmental argument: Learning to cook from scratch reduces reliance on packaged foods, decreasing waste and environmental impact.

Activity: Perspective Explosion

Instructions: Select one of these unusual topics and develop at least one argument from each of the six perspectives.

1. "Why students should design their own playgrounds"

2. "Why we should have 'no technology Tuesdays'"

3. "Why every student should learn to grow food"

3. Original Arguments & Juicy Hooks

Creating original arguments and attention-grabbing hooks is essential for persuasive writing that stands out. These elements catch readers' interest

immediately and keep them engaged throughout your piece.

Crafting Juicy Hooks

A great hook surprises, intrigues, or challenges the reader's expectations.

Hook strategies with examples:

1. Bold claim:  "You've been lied to about nap time—it's not just for kindergarteners, but the secret weapon of genius minds."

2. Unusual perspective:  "From a pencil's point of view, school is a place of constant torture and gradual destruction."

3. Intriguing question:  "What if the most valuable school subject isn't even on your timetable?"

4. Surprising statistic:  "The average student spends 1,200 hours per year sitting down—more time than they spend sleeping."

5. Paradox or contradiction:  "The best way to learn more might be to study less."

IMAGE PLACEHOLDER:

Hook examples and attention-grabbing

techniques

Developing Original Arguments

Original arguments approach familiar topics from unfamiliar angles or make cases for completely new ideas.

Example: Persuasive Spins on Niche Topics

Original premise:  "Why chairs are ruining your creativity"

Argument: Sitting in chairs restricts physical movement, reduces blood flow to the brain, and enforces a rigid posture that literally "boxes in" our

thinking. Alternative seating (floor cushions, standing desks, balance balls) enables physical movement that activates different brain regions

associated with creative thinking.

Original premise:  "Why pencils should have rights"

Argument: Our casual disregard for pencils—breaking them, losing them, throwing them away when they're just a bit shorter—reflects a broader

wasteful attitude toward resources. Creating "pencil rights" (proper storage, using them completely, recycling them properly) would cultivate

mindfulness about consumption and waste that extends to larger environmental issues.

Activity: Hook Construction

Instructions: Write three different types of hooks for one of these unusual persuasive topics:

"Why playgrounds should have mud pits"

"Why students should choose their own surnames"

"Why schools should have 'backwards days'"

4. Unexpected Comparisons & Metaphors

Metaphors and comparisons create powerful mental images that make your arguments more memorable and impactful. Unusual or unexpected comparisons

can transform ordinary persuasive writing into something extraordinary.

The Power of Creative Comparisons

Effective comparisons connect a familiar concept to something unexpected, helping readers see your argument in a new light.

Examples of unexpected but effective comparisons:

"Just like overwatering a plant, too many rules can drown student potential. The roots of creativity need room to breathe."

"School without breaks is like a phone on low battery—it functions slower, performs worse, and eventually shuts down completely."

"A library without comfortable places to sit is like a restaurant with delicious food but no tables—the main attraction becomes inaccessible."

"Forcing students to study subjects they hate is like trying to push a square peg through a round hole—it damages both the peg and the hole in the

process."
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Extended Metaphors for Persuasive Impact

An extended metaphor carries throughout your entire piece, providing structure and coherence to your argument.

Extended metaphor example: "The School as Ecosystem"
(Arguing for more student involvement in school decision-making)

In any healthy ecosystem, every species plays a vital role. The lion isn't more important than the ant—each contributes to the system's balance and

sustainability. Yet in our school ecosystem, only the administrative "lions" have decision-making power, while student "ants" (who outnumber staff 20:1)

are expected to simply follow predetermined paths.

Like a forest where only the tallest trees are protected while underbrush is cleared away, our school prioritizes certain voices and perspectives while

clearing away others. But ecologists know that forest health depends on diversity at all levels—from canopy to forest floor. Similarly, school health

requires input from all community members, especially those who spend the most time in its classrooms, hallways, and common spaces.

When invasive species threaten an ecosystem, it's often the smallest organisms that sound the earliest warnings. Students are the ecosystem's early

warning system—the first to notice when a policy isn't working, when a space isn't functional, or when a teaching approach misses the mark. Ignoring

these signals is like an ecologist ignoring the disappearance of indicator species.

For our school ecosystem to thrive, we must recognize the interdependence of all its members and create structured ways for student input to influence

decisions that affect the entire community.

Activity: Metaphor Matchmaking

Instructions: Create unexpected but effective comparisons for these persuasive arguments:

1. "Homework should be optional" (Compare homework to...?)

2. "Schools should start later in the morning" (Compare early school starts to...?)

3. "Students should be allowed to listen to music while working" (Compare silent classrooms to...?)

Then choose one comparison and develop it into a short paragraph.

5. Build-a-Topic Game: Quickfire Brainstorms

One of the most effective ways to generate creative persuasive topics is to combine elements that don't typically go together. This approach forces your brain

to create new connections and find unexpected arguments.

The Topic Formula

[Silly concept] + [Serious benefit] + [Unexpected audience]
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Example Topics Using the Formula

"Why bubble tea should be served in Parliament to reduce stress and improve decision-making"

"Why astronauts should play board games on space missions to enhance team problem-solving"

"Why primary schools should teach juggling to improve students' mathematical thinking"

"Why doctors should prescribe karaoke sessions to boost patients' immune systems"

"Why construction workers should learn ballet to prevent workplace injuries"

Developing a Quickfire Topic into a Persuasive Piece

"Why Doctors Should Prescribe Karaoke Sessions"
Example opening paragraph:

The next time you visit your doctor with a persistent cold or elevated stress levels, your prescription might not be for antibiotics or anti-anxiety

medication—but for two hours of karaoke, to be taken weekly with friends. While this suggestion might initially sound like medical malpractice, emerging

research in psychoneuroimmunology—the study of how psychological factors affect our immune system—suggests that singing, particularly in social

settings, triggers the release of immunoglobulin A, an antibody crucial for fighting infections. In fact, a 2018 study from Kyoto University found that

karaoke participants showed a 240% increase in this protective antibody after just one 60-minute session. As our healthcare system struggles with

antibiotic resistance and the side effects of conventional medications, perhaps it's time for doctors to think outside the pharmaceutical box and

recognize that sometimes, belting out "I Will Survive" might help patients do exactly that.

Activity: Topic Generator

Instructions: Use these elements to create your own unusual but arguable persuasive topics:

Silly Concepts Serious Benefits Unexpected Audiences

Pillow fights Improve critical thinking Business executives

Finger painting Reduce stress Politicians

Talking to plants Enhance creativity Athletes

Wearing costumes Boost productivity Scientists

Building sandcastles Improve focus Teachers

Bonus challenge: Choose your favorite combination and write a persuasive opening paragraph for it.

Bonus Creative Activities

Topic Roulette

Combine three random words and build a persuasive piece using all of them.

Example: "Alien" + "Homework" + "Chocolate"

Possible topic: "Why aliens would approve of replacing homework with chocolate tasting education"

Opening: If extraterrestrial beings were to evaluate Earth's educational practices, they would likely be baffled by our insistence on homework—a
practice that extends school stress into home environments—rather than embracing learning methods that activate pleasure centers in the brain.
Chocolate tasting, contrary to initial impressions, offers structured opportunities to develop scientific observation, cultural awareness, chemical
understanding, and sensory vocabulary—all while creating positive associations with learning...

Pitch It Like Shark Tank

Choose a product or idea and write a persuasive pitch article or speech.

Example: "Homework Headphones: The Solution to Distraction"

Imagine headphones that not only block distracting noise but actually scan your brain waves to detect when your attention is wandering and subtly
guide you back to focus with specialized audio cues. Our Homework Headphones use proven neurofeedback technology to increase focus by 43% in
clinical trials...

Weird Hill to Die On

Pick an unusual position and defend it with complete conviction and sophisticated arguments.

Example: "Why flip-flops are superior to sneakers"

The human foot, with its 26 bones, 33 joints, and more than 100 muscles, tendons, and ligaments, represents an evolutionary masterpiece of
biomechanical engineering—designed to flex, grip, and sense the terrain beneath it. Sneakers, despite their cushioned comfort, essentially place this
remarkable appendage in solitary confinement, depriving it of sensory input and natural movement. Flip-flops, by contrast, offer the perfect balance
between protection and freedom...

IMAGE PLACEHOLDER:

Creative writing activities illustration

Conclusion: Finding Your Creative Persuasive Voice

Throughout this 10-day program, you've mastered the fundamental techniques of persuasive writing across multiple formats. Today, we've added creativity to

your persuasive toolkit—the element that will truly set your writing apart.

Remember:

The most memorable persuasive writing surprises and engages readers

Even unusual topics must be argued with logical structure and persuasive techniques

Your unique perspective is your greatest strength as a writer

Creativity doesn't mean abandoning persuasive techniques—it means applying them in fresh ways

Application to Selective School Writing Exam

In the selective school writing exam, you may be given a conventional prompt like "Write a persuasive text arguing for or against school uniforms."

Instead of writing a predictable response, consider approaches like:

Arguing for student-designed uniforms that change seasonally

Proposing uniform elements that serve practical purposes (built-in technology, adaptable to weather)

Suggesting a middle ground: core uniform items with personal expression elements

Remember to maintain strong structure and persuasive techniques while bringing fresh perspectives to your arguments.

Final Assessment Activity

Creative Persuasive Challenge

Instructions: Choose one of the following options:

1. Generate your own unusual persuasive topic using the techniques learned today, then write a complete persuasive piece in your chosen format

(letter, speech, email, or article).

2. Take a conventional persuasive topic and transform it with at least three creative approaches, unexpected arguments, or original perspectives.

Your work should demonstrate:

Creative originality in topic or approach

Strong persuasive structure and techniques

Effective use of at least one extended metaphor or comparison

A memorable hook and conclusion

Appropriate tone and language for your chosen format

Program Completion

Congratulations on completing the 10-Day In-Depth Intensive Writing Program! You now have a comprehensive toolkit of persuasive writing techniques

across multiple formats, enhanced by creative approaches that will make your writing stand out.

Keep practicing these skills, and remember—the most persuasive writing comes from a perfect blend of solid technique and creative originality.

Thank You!
NSW Selective Test Preparation

10-Day In-Depth Intensive Writing Program




