Day 6: Advanced Persuasive Email Writing

NSW Selective Test Writing Preparation

Today's Learning Objectives

e Master advanced persuasive strategies for concise email communication
e Adapt tone effectively for different audiences (Audience Segmentation)
e Enhance clarity and impact in persuasive emails

e Develop writing skills: cohesion, conciseness, and audience targeting

¢ Incorporate figurative language and emotional appeals in email format

Review of Day 5

Yesterday, we learned about the basic structure of persuasive emails and the SCRAP framework (Situation, Consequences, Request,
Action, Positive Outcome). We also explored the differences between formal and informal email tones using our playground renovation

scenario.

Scenario Reminder:

Your school playground has been neglected for years. The equipment is rusty and outdated, the ground is uneven with exposed
roots and holes, and there's no shade during hot days. As a student council representative, you need to write emails to advocate
for renovations.

Advanced Persuasive Strategies for Emails

While emails need to be concise, they can still incorporate powerful persuasive techniques:

Figurative Language Emotional Appeals

e Metaphors: Compare playground to something else e Safety concerns (fear, worry)

e Similes: Use "like" or "as" comparisons e Fairness and justice (indignation)
e Personification: Give human qualities to playground e Community pride (belonging)

e Symbolism: Let playground represent larger issues e Hope for better future (optimism)
Sensory Language Painful Imagery

Visual details (colors, shapes, movement) Specific injury descriptions

Sounds (creaking, clanging, children's cries) Emotional pain of exclusion

Touch sensations (rough, hot, painful) Contrast between what is and should be

Create vivid mental images e Consequences of continued neglect

Audience Segmentation and Tone Adaptation

Different audiences have different priorities, concerns, and preferred communication styles. Effective persuasive writers adapt their

message for each audience while maintaining their core arguments.

School Principal Local Council Member

Priorities: Student safety, budget constraints, school Priorities: Community welfare, public image, regulations
reputation Tone: Formal, civic-minded, solutions-oriented

Tone: Respectful, formal, evidence-based Focus on: Community benefit, compliance issues,

Focus on: Safety statistics, educational impact, specific collaborative approach

budget solutions

Parent Committee Corporate Sponsor

Priorities: Child welfare, community involvement, action Priorities: Public relations, community impact, brand visibility
Tone: Conversational but serious, collaborative Tone: Professional, opportunity-focused

Focus on: Children's experiences, parent involvement Focus on: Recognition opportunities, mutual benefits,
opportunities community goodwill

| Exemplar: Email to School Principal

School Principal

Subject: Urgent Safety Hazards: Playground Renovation Critical for Student Wellbeing
Dear Principal Chen,

| am writing on behalf of the Student Council regarding our playground, which has deteriorated from a once-vibrant haven of

down her flushed cheeks, after her legs touched the slide's superheated surface.

The ground beneath the equipment has eroded into a treacherous moonscape of hidden dips and exposed roots that snare

were unable to navigate the hazardous terrain that should have welcomed their participation.
The statistical evidence reinforces these observations. Our school nurse reports a 67% increase in playground-related injuries

| understand budget constraints are significant, which is why the Student Council has researched cost-effective solutions. We've
identified three community grants specifically for playground safety improvements and developed a phased renovation plan that
prioritizes the most dangerous areas first. Additionally, our parent community has expressed willingness to participate in
supervised working bees to reduce labor costs.

Could we please schedule a meeting next week to present our detailed findings and proposed solutions? We are available any day

during lunch period or after school hours.

Thank you for your consideration of this critical matter.
Respectfully,

[Your Name]

Student Council Safety Representative

Year [X]

Techniques Used in Principal Email

Metaphor: "battlefield where students fight"  Personification: "weeping rust-colored tears"  Contrast: "once-proud" vs. current state
Sensory details: "sear young flesh"  Painful imagery: "recoil in agony"  Emotional appeal: safety concerns  Statistics for credibility

Solutions focus for principal audience

| Exemplar: Email to Local Council Member

Local Council Member

Subject: Urgent: School Playground Safety Violations Require Council Intervention

Dear Councillor Johnson,

| write to you as both a concerned student representative and a young citizen of our community regarding a matter of public
safety that falls within your jurisdiction: the dangerous condition of Westfield Primary School's playground.

Our playground has become a monument to neglect, with equipment that violates numerous safety regulations and creates

measured exceeding 60°C—well above the safety thresholds outlined in the Council's own recreational facility guidelines (Section
4.3.2).

Of particular concern is the clear violation of the Equal Access provisions in Council Code 7.1, as our current playground presents
significant challenges. Is this the message our community wishes to send to its most vulnerable young members?

As our elected representative with oversight of public facilities and safety compliance, you have both the authority and
responsibility to address this situation. The school administration has been receptive but cites budget limitations. Our research
indicates that the Council's Community Safety Fund could be applied to this urgent need, particularly as the playground is used by
community members outside school hours.

We respectfully request a site inspection at your earliest convenience, followed by consideration of emergency funding allocation
at the next Council meeting. The Student Council has prepared documentation of all safety violations with photographic evidence,
which | can provide immediately.

Our community deserves public spaces where children can thrive without fear of injury. Your leadership on this issue would
demonstrate a true commitment to the safety and inclusion values that formed the cornerstone of your election campaign.

Thank you for your attention to this critical community matter.

Respectfully,

[Your Name]

Student Safety Advocate

Westfield Primary School

Techniques Used in Council Member Email

Appeals to authority and responsibility ~ References to specific regulations  Civic-minded language  Vivid injury description

Sensory details: "metallic scent of blood"  Metaphor: "building walls of exclusion”  Community focus appropriate for audience  Rhetorical question for reflection

| Exemplar: Email to Parent Committee

Parent Committee

Subject: Our kids deserve better: Join us to transform the dangerous playground

Dear Parent Committee Members,

As a student representative who spends every day witnessing the playground dangers your children face, I'm reaching out to ask
for your support in addressing an urgent safety issue that affects all our families.

Our playground has become a garden where injuries bloom more reliably than flowers. The equipment, installed when most

Last Wednesday, | watched helplessly as Emma Chen, a kindergartener whose favorite color is purple and who dreams of being a

vet, crumpled to the ground screaming after the swing's rusted chain snapped like a brittle twig. Her small body hit the hard-

physical pain—it carried the betrayal of trust that playground equipment should be safe.
As parents, you entrust your precious children to our school each day with the expectation they'll be protected. But our

playground feels more like an obstacle course designed by someone with a cruel sense of humor. The ground beneath the

We need your voices and your parent power! The school administration is sympathetic but cites budget constraints. As a unified
parent body, you can:

Attend the next school board meeting (May 15th) to share your concerns

Join our playground safety committee (meets Thursdays after drop-off)

Participate in our fundraising initiative (details attached)

Help organize a community working bee for initial safety improvements

I've created a WhatsApp group for parents interested in this initiative. You can join by scanning the QR code in the attached
document or clicking the link below.

nothing less.

With hope and determination,

[Your Name]

Year [X] Student Representative

Playground Safety Initiative

P.S. I've attached photos documenting the current playground conditions and injury reports from the past three months. They
speak volumes about why we need urgent action.

Techniques Used in Parent Committee Email

More conversational tone  Personal details about injured child  Simile: "aged like milk rather than wine"  Personification: "metal monsters"
Sensory imagery: "sickening thud"  Emotional appeal to parental protection instinct ~ Specific action items for parents

Contrast: "garden of growth" vs "field of fears"

| Exemplar: Email to Potential Corporate Sponsor

Corporate Sponsor (Local Business)

Subject: Partnership Opportunity: Transform Lives Through Playground Renovation

Dear Ms. Rodriguez, Community Engagement Director at Westfield Shopping Centre,

| am writing to propose a unique opportunity for Westfield Shopping Centre to make a lasting impact on our community while
enhancing your brand's visibility and reputation for social responsibility.

Our school playground—used by over 500 children daily and visible from the main road adjacent to your shopping centre—has
deteriorated into a visual symphony of neglect and danger. Where once stood vibrant play structures that sang with children'’s

ask: "Why doesn't anyone care enough to fix this?"

This situation presents Westfield with an extraordinary opportunity. By sponsoring our playground renovation project, your
company would:

Transform a highly visible community space bearing your name (proposed "Westfield Community Playground")

Reach 500+ families directly and thousands of community members who use the space after hours

Generate significant positive media coverage (our local newspaper and regional TV station have already expressed interest in
covering the renovation)

Demonstrate tangible commitment to community wellbeing and child safety

Create a lasting legacy that will serve the community for years to come

The investment required is $25,000, with recognition opportunities including naming rights, promotional events at completion,
permanent signage, and regular mentions in school communications reaching over 500 families. We would also organize a grand
opening event with local media coverage.

Imagine the transformation from rusted metal and splintered wood to a gleaming, safe haven of childhood adventure

| would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this partnership in detail, share our architectural plans, and explore
how this initiative aligns with Westfield's community engagement priorities. | am available at your convenience and can be
reached at [phone number] or [email].

Together, we can replace this landscape of hazards with a monument to community care that bears your company’s name.
Thank you for considering this opportunity to make a meaningful difference.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

Student Council Community Liaison

Westfield Primary School

Techniques Used in Corporate Sponsor Email

Business-oriented benefits ~ Metaphor: "visual symphony of neglect"  Personification: "decrepit monuments to indifference"
Contrast of current vs. potential future  Specific monetary request ~ Visual imagery: "tears carved clean trails"  Professional tone with emotional appeal

Specific marketing benefits highlighted

Enhancing Clarity and Impact

Even with powerful language and techniques, emails must remain clear and focused to be effective. Use these strategies to enhance

clarity and impact:

Cohesion Techniques Conciseness Strategies
e Use clear topic sentences ¢ Eliminate redundant words

e Create logical paragraph flow e Use active voice

e Use transitional phrases e Choose precise verbs

e Maintain consistent themes e Avoid unnecessary adverbs
e Link beginning and ending e One key point per paragraph

Key Writing Skills

Before and After Examples

Wordy and Unclear:

"I am writing this email to bring to your attention the fact that there are many problems with our playground equipment which
has not been properly maintained for a long time and has a lot of issues that are causing children to get hurt when they play on
it."

Concise and Clear:

"Our neglected playground equipment poses serious safety hazards, resulting in multiple student injuries this term."

Generic Description:
"The playground equipment is very old and dangerous. It can hurt children when they play on it. The ground is also bad."

Vivid, Specific Description:

Practice Activities

Activity 1: Audience Adaptation

Take this sentence and adapt it for different audiences while incorporating figurative language:

L)
"The playground needs to be fixed because it's dangerous." S

-
-
~
For the principal:
For a parent:

For the student newspaper: u

For a corporate sponsor:

Activity 2: Sensory Language Development

Choose one playground feature and describe it using all five senses, incorporating at least one simile or metaphor:
Sight:
Sound:
Touch:
Smell:

Emotional response:

Activity 3: Email Revision Challenge

Revise this paragraph to make it more concise while maintaining emotional impact:

“I am writing this email to tell you that | think that the playground at our school is not in good condition and it needs to be fixed
because there are many dangers for the students who play there every day during their break time and lunch time and after
school as well. There are many problems with the equipment that could potentially cause injuries to the students.”

Assessment Criteria

Content & Structure Language & Techniques

e Clear purpose and request e Effective figurative language

e Appropriate audience targeting e Emotive language impact

e logical organization e Sensory details quality

e Proper email format e Tone appropriateness

e Effective subject line e Persuasive technique application
Clarity & Cohesion Mechanics & Presentation
e Concise expression e Grammar and spelling

e Paragraph coherence e Punctuation

e Sentence variety e Professional formatting

e Transitional elements e Politeness and respect

e Overall flow e (all to action clarity

Homework Assignment

Your Task:

Write two persuasive emails about the playground renovation:

A formal email to your local council member requesting inspection and support (300-350 words)
An informal email to a local business owner requesting sponsorship (300-350 words)

Each email must include:

At least two examples of figurative language (metaphor, simile, personification)

ﬁ@?¥ J
Strong emotionally evocative language h“"%" N
Vivid physical descriptions that engage at least three senses 1 > "
Clear adaptation to the specific audience %

) ! ny
Proper email structure | iE &
500-600 words

Key Takeaways:

Audience segmentation allows you to adapt your message while maintaining your core argument
Figurative language and sensory details can create powerful emotional impact even in concise formats
Different recipients require different approaches, evidence, and emotional appeals

Concise writing can still be emotionally powerful with careful word choice

Strong, clear calls to action increase the effectiveness of persuasive emails






