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Section 1: 
#1 "The Elderberry Street Library has long served as a sanctuary and a place of respite for our 
community. To contemplate its destruction is to dismiss the profound benefits it has provided to 
countless individuals." 

Strengths: 

● Your use of emotive language like "sanctuary" and "respite" effectively creates an 
emotional connection 

● You establish the library's importance to the community right away 

Weaknesses: Emotional Appeal Needs Support → You make strong emotional claims about the 
library being a "sanctuary" but don't provide specific examples of how community members use 
and benefit from the space. Using real examples would make your emotional appeal more 
convincing. 

Exemplar: "The Elderberry Street Library has long served as a sanctuary for our 
community, from the weekly reading group for seniors that reduces isolation to the 
after-school homework club that supports struggling students." 

#2 "In an age dominated by misinformation, libraries stand as crucial hubs of verifiable 
information, and librarians serve as dedicated torchbearers of truth. Why would we dismantle 
this peaceful and nurturing ecosystem of shared knowledge?" 

Strengths: 

● Your metaphor of librarians as "torchbearers of truth" is powerful and memorable 
● Your rhetorical question effectively challenges the reader to justify the demolition 

Weaknesses: Limited Local Context → You make general statements about libraries and 
misinformation without connecting this specifically to how the Elderberry Street Library serves 
this function in your community. The argument needs local examples to be more persuasive. 

Exemplar: "In an age dominated by misinformation, our Elderberry Street Library stands 
as a crucial hub where local students learn media literacy skills through the librarian-led 
weekly workshops, and where senior citizens receive help verifying online information." 

#3 "By rescinding the decree for its destruction, we would not only be safeguarding a valuable 
community asset but also reaffirming our commitment to fostering informed citizens and 
enriching lives through access to learning and truth." 

 



 
Strengths: 

● Your conclusion effectively ties together the main arguments about the library's value 
● You frame the decision as a reflection of community values, which is persuasive 

Weaknesses: Vague Call to Action → Your conclusion asks for the decision to be rescinded but 
doesn't suggest specific alternatives or next steps. A clear, actionable request would strengthen 
your argument. 

Exemplar: "By rescinding the decree for its destruction, and instead approving the 
community-proposed renovation plan that would modernise the library while preserving 
its historical façade, we can safeguard this valuable asset while showing our 
commitment to informed citizens." 

■ Your persuasive letter shows passion for the library but needs more specific examples to 
support your claims. You've written with strong emotion, but councillors need concrete details 
about how the library specifically serves your community. Your first paragraph could be stronger 
by stating your purpose more directly. Also, your arguments would be more convincing if you 
included direct examples of community members who benefit from the library. The letter would 
be more persuasive if you acknowledged potential reasons for the demolition and addressed 
them. Additionally, your conclusion could offer a specific solution rather than just asking for the 
demolition to be cancelled. You could improve paragraph three by focusing on specific programs 
at Elderberry Street Library rather than making general claims about libraries. 

 

Score: 41/50 

 

Section 2: 
Dear Councillor Thompson, 

It is with profound disappointment that I write to you today concerning the proposed demolition 
of the Elderberry Street Library. Upon learning of this decree, I felt compelled to move beyond 
mere observation and advocate for the preservation of this vital community asset. I present this 
report [letter] with the sincere hope that it will persuade the council to reconsider its decision and 
safeguard this invaluable beacon of knowledge. 

#1 The Elderberry Street Library has long served as a sanctuary and a place of respite for our 
community. To contemplate its destruction is to dismiss the profound benefits it has provided to 
countless individuals. This humble institution has demonstrably offered stress relief, promoted 
well-being, and, quite possibly, contributed to the health and longevity of our residents. The 

 



 
people of this suburb are deeply indebted to the library, and its demolition would represent a 
grave disservice and an act of profound ingratitude. We cannot, and should not, stand idly by 
while such a vital resource is threatened. [We cannot and should not stand idly by while such a 
vital resource is threatened.] I implore you, Councillor Thompson, to champion the library's 
continued existence, rather than consigning it to oblivion at the hands of bulldozers. 

Beyond its role as a haven, the library serves as a crucial pillar of informed citizenry. By 
providing free access to a vast collection of educational, news, and historical resources, the 
library empowers individuals to discern fact from fiction. #2 In an age dominated by 
misinformation, libraries stand as crucial hubs of verifiable information, and librarians serve as 
dedicated torchbearers of truth. Why would we dismantle this peaceful and nurturing ecosystem 
of shared knowledge? In a world increasingly reliant on screens, the library offers a tangible 
alternative – a space where learning is a tactile and enriching experience, free from the potential 
eye strain and distractions inherent in digital platforms. 

Furthermore, and perhaps most importantly, libraries are the custodians of history and, more 
specifically, truth. While the internet offers a vast and often overwhelming array of information, 
its content is frequently subject to bias and subjective interpretation. Books, conversely, often 
represent firsthand accounts and perspectives, offering a more direct and authentic connection 
to historical events. In an era where the veracity of information is constantly questioned, libraries 
stand as bulwarks of accuracy and unbiased historical record. They are essential for ensuring 
that future generations have access to reliable and nuanced accounts of the past. 

In conclusion, the Elderberry Street Library is an indispensable resource that contributes 
significantly to the intellectual, social, and cultural well-being of our community. It is a sanctuary 
of knowledge, a champion of informed citizenry, and a vital preserver of historical truth. Rather 
than facing demolition, it deserves our unwavering support and protection. #3 By rescinding the 
decree for its destruction, we would not only be safeguarding a valuable community asset but 
also reaffirming our commitment to fostering informed citizens and enriching lives through 
access to learning and truth. Let us choose to preserve this primary [vital] beacon of knowledge, 
allowing it to continue to enrich students and community members for generations to come. 

Yours sincerely, Jayden Lee 
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