Writing Feedback
TERM 1 2025 | DAY 6

Section 1:

#1 Strengths: Your opening paragraph effectively establishes an emotional tone with vivid
imagery. You've made a clear connection between the playground's condition and children's
well-being.

Weaknesses: Overly dramatic language — Your writing uses excessive emotional language that
undermines credibility, particularly phrases like "heart weighed by the agony" and "barren
wasteland." The reference to specific regulations lacks context and clarity, as in "Section 3.6.2,
paraphrase 7."

Exemplar: I write with serious concern about the dangerous conditions at Silverwater
Heights playground, which no longer provides a safe environment for our students.
Based on the council’'s own safety requirements (Section 3.6.2), this playground requires
immediate attention.

#2 Strengths: Your use of a real-world example with Evan Mane personalizes the issue
effectively. You've created a compelling narrative that illustrates the real consequences of the
playground's condition.

Weaknesses: Exaggerated imagery — Your description includes unnecessarily graphic and
melodramatic language, such as "seeing not just the playground, but Death behind it" and
"eternal agony suffered by children." The repeated rhetorical questions about sleep feel
accusatory rather than persuasive.

Exemplar: Evan Mane, a kindergartener who dreams of becoming an astronaut, suffered a
serious leg injury after falling from the unsafe climbing frame. He now uses a wheelchair,
which has significantly impacted his daily activities and confidence. This accident
represents just one of many preventable injuries that continue to occur.

#3 Strengths: You've acknowledged opposing viewpoints about economic concerns, which
strengthens your argument. You've offered specific alternatives like using the Council
Emergency Funds.

Weaknesses: Unsupported claims — You mention property values "plummeting at an abysmal
rate of 45% per annum" without providing the source of this information. The false dichotomy
between "a haven that benefits all, or cold green cash" oversimplifies the decision-making
process.

Exemplar: While budget constraints are a legitimate concern, the ongoing medical costs
from playground injuries and the declining neighbourhood appeal suggest that repairing
the playground would be economically beneficial in the long term. According to council
code 2.4.6, this situation qualifies for Emergency Funds allocation.



m Your persuasive piece has a strong emotional appeal and clear purpose, but its effectiveness
is reduced by overly dramatic language. Consider toning down extreme phrases to make your
argument more credible. The piece would be stronger if you provided more specific details
about the required changes rather than focusing on graphic descriptions of injuries. Your
discussion of funding solutions is a strength, though it needs clearer explanations. Also, try
replacing accusatory questions with more constructive suggestions for action. The playground
safety issues are compelling on their own without exaggeration. Your conclusion should focus
more on specific actions and timeline expectations rather than presenting a moral ultimatum. Try
rewriting the opening and conclusion paragraphs to use more measured language while still
conveying urgency.

Score: 36/50

Section 2:

Re: Urgent Action Needed: School Playground becoming a Battlefield To:
james.williamson11@gmail.com

Dear Councillor Williamson,

#1 | write to you with a heart weighed by the agony that students face as they step inside of
Silverwater Heights playground, a playground that Silverwater Public School adopted for
children to jubilantly play in. Now it is a barrep—wastetand [deteriorating area] that is not only
eroding itself, but also our joy, and safety. According to Section 3.6.2, paraphrase 7 of the safety
requirements that every structure must have, the very safety standards that you had enforced,
this playground is irhabitable [uninhabitable], and should be evacuated from. This playground
lies in your jurisdiction, and so | request your help to revive this now blirded [neglected]
monstrosity.

Silverwater playground's metallic deteriorating gaunt frame reflects the smell of blood when
children face lacerations from it, not just physically but mentally. The tentatising [tantalising]
monkey bars are far too high in the air to provide any chance of surviving. The chains that hold
the swing together have oxidised and are corroding, like daggers awaiting their victim. Over the
course of 3 years, this playground has led to 43 fractures, 24 of them being complex fractures
(when the bone is sticking out of the skin). "39% of youth hospital visits in our district have been
because of this playground, the rest occurring from other hazardous playgrounds.", Dr. Emily
Wilson, a senior nurse at Silverwater Hospital proclaims, "There are even multiple returning
visits from children who had been severely injured because of the playgrounds

#2 Last month, | saw kindergartener Evan Mane, who dreams of being an astronaut, fall off the
climbing frame, and twist his entire leg, letting out a eaeephereus [cacophonous] screech that



didn't just carry pain, it carried the betrayal of trust of the playground's safety. His small body
crumpled when he hit the ground, seeing not just the playground, but Death behind it. Now he is
in a wheelchair, his ambitions demollshed I still hear the morbid scream wheneverl look at the
playground i

[As our elected representatlve you have the responsibility and authority to address this ongoing
safety issue that continues to harm children in our community.]

#3 Opponents of rehabilitating the playground may argue that rebuilding the playground would
imbalance economic stability, and that the playground is just a structure built for joy. |
understand that this perspective may be true, as it acknowledges real-life cost, and questions
the need of the playground. However, | believe otherwise, as this playground causes injury that
costs more to heal than to rebuild the playground, and that the playground is an epitome for not
only joy but also to maintain fitness and to stay healthy. Additionally, property values around the
area are plummeting at an abysmal rate of 45% per annum due to the unwanted playground.
Thus, the economic argument, while realistic, fails to consider the other factors that the
playground could provide, and the economic hardship that now is happening because of it.

Our research shows that the Council Emergency Funds could pay for the rebuilding of the
playground, as outside of school hours community members use this playground, and that
according to council code 2.4.6, this situation is considered an accurate use for the emergency
funds.

I, along with the other students at my school request an immediate safety inspection as soon as
possible to analyse the changes needing to be made to the playground. Our community
deserves a trustworthy playground that offers safety and fitness, and your leadership is the only
way to do this. Hi W v
[We hope you will prioritise the safety and wellbeing of local children by approving thls
necessary renovation.]

Thank you for your time.

Nandu Praveen, Student Representative of Year 6, Silverwater Public School



