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Section 1: 

#1 Strengths: ■ Strong opening that effectively establishes the environmental issue and its 
severity ■ Powerful use of imagery that helps readers visualize the polluted creek 

Weaknesses: Lack of specific local impact → Your opening paragraph mentions the threat to 
communities living near the creek but doesn't specify how they're being affected. Adding details 
about health issues or community concerns would make this more compelling. "Threatening not 
only the delicate aquatic ecosystem but also the health and well-being of the communities" 
could be expanded to show these real impacts. 

Exemplar: The stench of chemicals hangs heavy in the air near its banks, where local 
children once played and families once picnicked, now warning residents of health 
hazards that have led to increased respiratory problems among nearby households. 

#2 Strengths: ■ Effective use of expert opinion that adds credibility to the article ■ Clear 
explanation of the scientific aspects of pollution and its consequences 

Weaknesses: One-sided perspective → Your paragraphs with Dr. Carter's quote and the EPA 
data present only the environmental viewpoint without including any response from industries or 
government authorities responsible for the creek. This makes your article seem unbalanced. For 
instance, after mentioning "VOCs in Silverwater Creek still exceed safe limits," you could include 
what local officials say they're doing about it. 

Exemplar: "The persistent contamination of Silverwater Creek is not just an 
environmental issue; it's a matter of ecological justice," states Dr. Emily Carter, while 
local industry spokesman John Miller acknowledges, "We recognize the historical 
problems and are investing in new filtration systems to address them." 

#3 Strengths: ■ Vivid sensory description that helps readers experience the polluted creek ■ 
Emotional appeal that connects readers to the environmental damage 

Weaknesses: Limited solutions → Your final paragraph calls for action but remains vague about 
specific, practical steps that ordinary readers could take. Phrases like "rigorous monitoring" and 
"comprehensive remediation plan" don't give readers clear actions. You need more concrete 
examples of what has worked in similar situations. 

Exemplar: We urge local residents to join the monthly creek cleanup events organized by 
the Western Sydney Environmental Alliance, sign the online petition at 
SaveSilverwater.org, or attend the council meeting on June 15th where the remediation 
budget will be discussed. 

 

http://savesilverwater.org
http://savesilverwater.org


 
■ Your feature article powerfully captures the serious pollution issues affecting Silverwater 
Creek. You've used strong descriptive language that helps readers visualize the problem, which 
is very effective. The historical background you provide helps readers understand how the 
problem developed over time. However, your article would be stronger if you included more 
voices from different sides of the issue. Also, try to connect more directly with your readers by 
showing exactly how this pollution affects everyday people's lives. Your call to action at the end 
could be more helpful if you gave specific examples of actions people can take right now. You 
might also consider adding a short section about any successful cleanup efforts that have 
happened in similar creeks. Breaking up some of your longer paragraphs would make your 
article easier to read, especially for people who are just scanning through it. Adding 
subheadings would also help guide readers through the different aspects of this important issue. 

 

Score: 45/50 

 

Section 2: 

Silent Scourge: Unmasking the Toxic Legacy of Silverwater Creek 

#1 The once-murmuring Silverwater Creek, a slender vein threading through Western Sydney's 
industrial heartland, now whispers a darker tale. Its waters, once teeming with life, bear the 
murky stain of a silent scourge: pollution. For years, a cocktail of industrial runoff and neglect 
has transformed this vital waterway into a toxic conduit, threatening not only the delicate aquatic 
ecosystem but also the health and well-being of the communities that live in its shadow. The 
stench of chemicals hangs heavy in the air near its banks, a grim testament to a problem that 
can no longer be ignored. 

The roots of Silverwater Creek's pollution run deep, entwined with decades of industrial activity 
along its foreshores. Historical records and environmental reports paint a picture of largely 
unregulated discharge from various industries, including manufacturing, chemical processing, 
and waste management facilities. For instance, a 2018 independent study conducted by the 
Western Sydney Environmental Alliance (WSEA) revealed elevated levels of heavy metals, 
including lead and mercury, in the creek sediment, some dating back several decades. This 
legacy of industrial effluent has created a persistent reservoir of contaminants, clinging to the 
creek bed and leaching into the water column, making it incredibly challenging for the natural 
processes of the waterway to recover. The creek has become a sink for the byproducts of 
progress, a stark illustration of environmental costs often overlooked in the pursuit of economic 
growth. Understanding this historical context is crucial to grasping the scale and complexity of 
the current pollution crisis and the long-term commitment required for effective remediation. 

The most visible victims of Silverwater Creek's toxic burden are its aquatic inhabitants. Local 
fishers, who have witnessed the creek's decline firsthand over generations, report a drastic 

 



 
reduction in fish populations and the emergence of deformities and lesions on the few that 
remain. Environmental surveys conducted by the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 
have documented alarmingly low levels of dissolved oxygen and the presence of pollutants 
known to be lethal or severely damaging to aquatic organisms. This polluted environment 
disrupts the delicate balance of the food web, impacting not only fish but also the birds and 
other wildlife that depend on the creek for sustenance. The once vibrant ecosystem is now 
struggling to survive, a silent testament to the destructive power of unchecked pollution. The 
creek, once a lifeline, has become a death trap for many of its native species. The decimation of 
aquatic life serves as a stark and undeniable indicator of the severe ecological damage inflicted 
upon Silverwater Creek. 

#2 Dr. Emily Carter, a leading aquatic ecologist from the University of Western Sydney, 
emphasizes the long-term consequences of inaction. "The persistent contamination of 
Silverwater Creek is not just an environmental issue; it's a matter of ecological justice," she 
states. "These pollutants accumulate in the food chain, potentially impacting human health 
through the consumption of contaminated fish and the broader disruption of the ecosystem 
services the creek once provided. Remediation is not a luxury; it's an urgent necessity." 

Recent data released by the EPA indicates that levels of certain volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) in Silverwater Creek still exceed safe limits by a factor of ten in some areas. 
Furthermore, soil samples taken from the creek banks show significant contamination, raising 
concerns about potential leaching into groundwater and the surrounding land. This data 
underscores the ongoing nature of the pollution and the inadequacy of past cleanup efforts. 

While acknowledging the historical industrial significance of the Silverwater Creek area and the 
economic contributions of the businesses operating along its banks, the environmental and 
social costs of the ongoing pollution cannot be understated. Some industry representatives have 
pointed to their adherence to current environmental regulations and investments in modern 
waste treatment technologies. However, community groups and environmental advocates argue 
that these measures are insufficient to address the deep-seated legacy of past contamination 
and the potential for ongoing, albeit regulated, pollution. The focus must shift from simply 
managing pollution to actively remediating the damage already done and implementing stricter 
preventative measures for the future. The health of the ecosystem and the well-being of the 
community must take precedence. 

Walking along the banks of Silverwater Creek today is a stark sensory experience. The 
once-clear water now flows with a viscous sheen, reflecting the grey sky like a polluted mirror. 
Patches of iridescent film, like oily rainbows, shimmer on the surface, hinting at the toxic cocktail 
beneath. The air carries a pungent odour, a metallic tang mixed with the earthy scent of decay. 
Dead reeds stand like skeletal fingers along the muddy banks, and the silence, once punctuated 
by the croaking of frogs and the chirping of birds, is now heavy and unsettling. This is not the 
picture of a healthy waterway; it is a landscape scarred by neglect. 

 



 
#3 The silent suffering of Silverwater Creek demands our immediate attention and decisive 
action. We can no longer afford to treat this vital waterway as an industrial dumping ground. The 
health of our environment, the well-being of our communities, and the legacy we leave for future 
generations hang in the balance. It is time for a concerted effort involving government agencies, 
local industries, and the community to develop and implement a comprehensive remediation 
plan for Silverwater Creek. This must include rigorous monitoring, the adoption of best-practice 
cleanup technologies, and stricter enforcement of environmental regulations. We urge local 
residents to contact their elected officials, demanding greater accountability from polluters and 
increased investment in the creek's restoration. Support local environmental groups working 
tirelessly to advocate for the creek's recovery. Businesses along the creek must embrace a 
proactive approach to environmental stewardship, going beyond minimum compliance to 
actively participate in cleanup efforts. Let us work together to reclaim Silverwater Creek, 
transforming it from a symbol of environmental neglect into a testament to our commitment to a 
healthier, more sustainable future for Western Sydney. The time to act is now, before the silent 
scourge claims any more victims. 

 

 


