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Section 1: 

#1 "A Hidden Crisis in Plain Sight" Strengths: ■ You effectively establish the emotional 
connection with vivid descriptions of how the creek has changed. ■ The expert quote from Dr. 
Mitchell adds credibility and emphasizes the severity of the situation. 

Weaknesses: Underdeveloped community impact → Your paragraph mentions the community 
noticing changes but doesn't fully explore how these changes affect residents' daily lives. For 
example, when you write "residents have begun noticing troubling changes," you could 
strengthen this by including specific examples of how community members are directly 
impacted. Consider adding details about cancelled community events, lost recreational 
opportunities, or health concerns. 

Exemplar: "Residents have begun noticing troubling changes: murky waters that prevent 
children from swimming during hot summer months, declining bird populations that 
once drew photography enthusiasts from neighboring suburbs, and an unmistakable 
chemical stench that forces nearby cafés to close their outdoor seating areas on warm 
days." 

#2 "Voices from the Creekside" Strengths: ■ The inclusion of the petition with specific numbers 
(12,000 signatures) provides concrete evidence of community concern. ■ Priya Desai's quote 
effectively captures the community's balanced perspective. 

Weaknesses: Limited representation of diverse voices → Your section features only one 
community member's perspective. The paragraph would be stronger with more varied 
viewpoints from different stakeholders such as elderly residents who've witnessed changes over 
decades, local business owners whose livelihoods depend on creek tourism, or school children 
who can no longer use the creek for educational activities. 

Exemplar: "We need our creek back," says 12-year-old Mia Wong, whose school science 
project documented decreasing fish species over the past three years. "My grandparents 
tell stories about catching yabbies here when they were kids, but now we can't even see 
the bottom of the water." 

#3 "A Watershed Moment" Strengths: ■ Your descriptive imagery creates powerful visual 
contrasts between the creek's past and present state. ■ You balance the negative situation with 
hopeful examples of community action. 

Weaknesses: Missed opportunity for sensory immersion → While you include visual 
descriptions, your paragraph lacks details about other sensory experiences that would help 
readers fully imagine standing by the polluted creek. The paragraph mentions "oily films" but 
could engage more senses to create a stronger emotional response. 

 



 
Exemplar: "The degradation of Silverwater Creek assaults all senses: water that once 
shimmered in the sunlight now gives off a sulfurous odour that catches in your throat, 
reeds crusted with sticky grime that crunches underfoot, and ducks paddling through 
rainbow-hued oily films that spread like spilled paint across the surface." 

■ Your feature article shows strong passion for the environmental issue at Silverwater Creek. 
You've created a compelling narrative that moves from problem to potential solutions. The 
structure works well, starting with the crisis and concluding with a call to action. Your use of 
expert opinions and community voices adds credibility to your piece. 

To improve your article, try adding more specific examples of how the pollution affects everyday 
life for local residents. Also, include more diverse perspectives from different age groups and 
backgrounds to show how widely the problem impacts the community. Your descriptive 
language could be even more powerful if you appeal to all senses - what does the creek smell 
like now compared to before? What sounds are missing that used to be there? 

Additionally, your call to action could list more specific, achievable steps that even young 
readers could take. For example, suggest ways students might raise awareness through school 
projects or social media. You've mentioned writing to representatives, but you could add details 
about which representatives to contact and what specifically to ask for. 

 

Score: 43/50 

 

Section 2: 

Toxic Tides: The Fight to Save our Pleasured [Treasured] Haven Silverwater Creek By George, 

#1 Beneath the tranquil surface of Silverwater Creek, a silent crisis is unfolding. Once a thriving 
artery of native flora and fauna, the creek now flows heavily with pollutants, its waters tainted by 
the creeping hand of industrial runoff and urban waste. Locals whisper of dead fish washing 
ashore, of children no longer allowed to play by the banks, and of the once-clear stream now 
choked with algae and plastic. Silverwater Creek, long cherished as a community haven, is in 
peril — and the clock is ticking. 

A Hidden Crisis in Plain Sight Silverwater Creek winds its way through the heart of a vibrant 
suburban region, its banks lined with eucalyptus trees and walking paths that have seen 
generations of families pass through. But residents have begun noticing troubling changes: 
murky waters, declining bird populations, and an unmistakable chemical stench that clings to the 
air on warm days. What was once a source of pride has become a cause for alarm. 

"It's heartbreaking," says Dr. Lena Mitchell, an environmental scientist with over 20 years of 
experience in aquatic ecosystems. "Silverwater Creek is showing all the signs of a waterway in 

 



 
distress — elevated nitrogen levels, sediment accumulation, and oxygen depletion. We're 
looking at the slow death of a living system." 

The Price of Progress Industrial expansion in the Silverwater area has significantly contributed 
to the creek's pollution. According to a 2024 report by the NSW Environmental Protection 
Authority, several manufacturing plants situated near the creek have been cited for improper 
waste disposal practices, with some dumping untreated byproducts directly into nearby drainage 
systems. These contaminants — including heavy metals and chemical solvents — seep into the 
creek, disrupting aquatic ecosystems and posing health risks to nearby communities. The lush 
habitats that once framed the creek now host only echoes of the biodiversity that thrived there. 

While economic development is essential, it must not come at the cost of environmental 
degradation that harms both ecosystems and public well-being. 

#2 Voices from the Creekside 

Local residents and advocacy groups are raising their voices, demanding urgent action from 
authorities. A petition initiated by the Silverwater Environmental Alliance has garnered over 
12,000 signatures, calling for stricter enforcement of environmental regulations and the 
installation of water filtration systems. 'We're not anti-development,' says Priya Desai, a 
community organizer [organiser] and lifelong Silverwater resident. 'But there has to be a 
balance. Our children should be able to play by the creek without us worrying about what they're 
being exposed to.' The rising tide of community activism underscores a growing recognition that 
protecting the creek is not just an environmental issue — it's a matter of public trust and 
community identity. 

Industry's Defense and Responsibility Of course, some industrial representatives argue that 
they are being unfairly vilified. "We comply with all existing environmental standards," says a 
spokesperson for SilverTech Manufacturing, one of the largest employers in the area. "Blaming 
industry alone oversimplifies a complex problem that includes aging public infrastructure and 
increasing urban runoff from residential zones." 

While this point holds some merit, experts argue that compliance with outdated regulations is 
not enough. "Following the law doesn't equate to environmental stewardship," says Dr. Mitchell. 
"It's about taking proactive responsibility, especially when you have the capacity to implement 
safer practices." 

#3 A Watershed Moment Descriptive imagery paints a stark picture: imagine water that once 
shimmered in the sunlight now clouded with unnatural green, reeds crusted with grime, and 
ducks paddling through oily films. The degradation of Silverwater Creek is not just visible — it's 
visceral. A place once synonymous with serenity is now a symbol of neglect. 

Yet amid the decay, hope persists. Volunteers gather monthly to remove litter. Local schools 
incorporate water testing into science lessons. Artists paint murals celebrating the creek's 
former beauty, reminding passersby of what is at stake. 

 



 
Turning the Tide This is not an issue that can wait. Every day of inaction allows more toxins to 
accumulate, more habitats to vanish. What Silverwater Creek needs now is a coalition — of 
government, industry, and citizens — united in purpose. Stricter regulations, real-time pollution 
monitoring, and public investment in green infrastructure could transform the creek from 
cautionary tale to case study in recovery. 

A Call to Action The story of Silverwater Creek is not just about pollution — it's about choices. 
Will we continue to let apathy and bureaucracy drown a cherished natural resource, or will we 
stand together to reclaim it? 

We must act. Write to your local representatives. Support local clean-up initiatives. Demand 
transparency from polluters. Share this story. Silverwater Creek cannot speak for itself, but we 
can — and we must — before its voice is lost beneath the current. 

Let's not wait until it's too late. The creek needs champions. It needs us. 

 

 


