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Section 1:

#1 Strengths: m Your emotional description of how residents feel about the creek is powerful and
creates a strong connection with readers. m You effectively contrast the past and present states
of the creek to show the dramatic change.

Weaknesses: Repetitive descriptions — Your first and second paragraphs repeat the same
information about the creek being "crystal clear" and children playing in it. This creates
redundancy rather than reinforcing your point. You mentioned "crystal clear water" twice in very
similar ways without adding new information.

Exemplar: In mere years, Silverwater Creek transformed from a community treasure
where children splashed in pristine waters to a toxic wasteland that now threatens the
health of all who live nearby.

#2 Strengths: m Your inclusion of specific data points like "lead levels 65% higher than safety
permits" gives your article credibility. m You effectively connect the pollution to real health
impacts by including expert opinions from local physicians.

Weaknesses: Missing connections — You mention several serious health effects but don't
clearly explain how residents are being exposed to these toxins. You state contaminated water
is "seeping into plumbing systems" but don't explain if this means drinking water, shower water,
or something else. This leaves readers confused about the exact danger pathway.

Exemplar: Residents now face daily exposure to these toxins through contaminated tap
water, which Dr. Thompson confirms has led to widespread skin and respiratory
conditions throughout neighborhoods bordering the creek.

#3 Strengths: m Your emotional conclusion with the sunset imagery creates a powerful visual
that helps readers connect with the issue. m You end with a call to action that empowers readers
rather than leaving them feeling helpless.

Weaknesses: Overdramatic language — Phrases like "atrocious journey" and "poisoned legacy
fueled by corporate greed" sound more like opinion than fact-based reporting. This emotional
language might reduce your credibility with readers who are seeking balanced information about
the situation.

Exemplar: As sunset reflects off Silverwater Creek's surface, the contaminated water
carries harmful chemicals through our community’'s heart, affecting our drinking water,
soil, and air quality. Today's children grow up only hearing stories about how clean the
creek once was, unaware of what has been lost to industrial development.



Overall comments: m Your feature article has a strong emotional appeal that helps readers
connect with the environmental issue. The way you frame the story as a community tragedy
effectively draws readers in. However, your article would benefit from clearer organisation of
facts versus personal perspectives. Try separating factual reporting (like test results and doctor
statements) from community reactions and opinions to give your reader a clearer picture. Also,
your article jumps between different aspects of the issue - health impacts, economic arguments,
environmental damage - without clear transitions. You could improve this by grouping related
information together and using subheadings. The conclusion effectively calls readers to action,
but you might strengthen it by providing specific ways readers can help save the creek rather
than just asking if they will. Additionally, consider balancing emotional language with more
neutral descriptions when presenting factual information to maintain credibility with all readers.

Score: 44/50

Section 2:

Silverwater: A Pollution Paradise

The transformation of Silverwater Creek from community treasure to toxic paradise represents
an emotional tragedy that tugs at the heartstrings of the community. Residents speak of their
once beloved waterway [waterway] like grieving for a child. Eleanor Simmons, 84 years of age
and a lifelong resident still remembers the days when her grandkids played in the crystal clear
water. Now, even a few hours in the water can inflict reduced lung function and asthma.

#1 Mere years ago Silverwater Creek used to be a haven for summer play. Kids would splash
through the crystal clear water. Some families even took to installing tyre swings over the water.
During warmer months residents used to swim in the water all day long, while senior citizens
strolled down the pristine creek. But this peace would only last so long.

On December 23rd 2019 a paint factory was established upriver. Within months the run off from
this paint factory filled the river with toxins such as Benzene, Xylene and Formaldehyde. Today,
the water is no longer crystal clear, it's a murky grey. The realization from residents was obvious
with people saying they felt severe grief and sadness. A few months after the establishment of
the factory, residents reportedly woke to a horrible rotting smell emanating from Silverwater
Creek. The poisonous chemicals had killed many of the residing aquatic life like fish or crabs.



#2 The state of the water in Silverwater Creek shows high levels of contamination. Water
samples from Silverwater Creek contain lead levels 65% higher than the safety level permits.
This toxic water leaches into the ground poisoning plants and contaminating the groundwater.
Local physician Dr. John Thompson reported a 26% increase in skin rashes and a 23% increase
with respiratory problems of people who live in a one kitereter [kilometre] radius of the creek.
Experts link this with contaminated water seeping into the plumbing systems.

Laboratory analysis conducted by the environmental agency reveals that the toxins in
Silverwater Creek can lead to cancer, neurological damage and severe birth defects. Dr Sarah
Chen, a pioneer in the field of environmental harm said that Silverwater Creek's ecosystem was
undergoing what experts call a cascading collapse. Within the last year, 73% of aquatic life has
vanished from Silverwater Creek. The contaminated water is too toxic for frogs to lay eggs. The
fish that used to feed here no longer because] their food sources have moved away from the
toxic creek.

People who support the ongoing industrial activity along Silverwater Creek argue that the factory
brings invaluable tax revenue that was used to do a number of things, like establishing a new
library and park. Additionally the possible environmental regulations would threaten economic
stability and cause a number of people to lose their jobs. Michael Wers, the financial manager
for Silverwater Paint Company states that over 200 people would lose their jobs and that the
filtration systems would cost millions of dollars and disrupt economic activity.

However these economic arguments overlook the devastating long-term economic downturn
that has already been inflicted onto the now struggling community. There have been medical
expenses for treating conditions related to Silverwater Creek that have left many families in
crippling debt. Furthermore, property values within 2 kitemeters [kilometres] of the creek have
plummeted by 36% since the paint factory was established, a financial blow far larger than
implementing a filtration system. This economic argument while relevant presents a choice
between prosperity and health for our animals and false economic stability.

#3 As the beautiful sunset casts glowing rays across Silverwater Creek, the contaminated water
reflects the natural light. The chemical cocktail sweeping through our community heart continues
its atrocious journey spreading further into the ground and working its way into our bodies
through the air we breath [breathe] and the water we drink. The children of Greendale grew up
hearing legends of how clean Silverwater Creek used to be but having no idea what was really
stolen from them. Instead of inheriting a clear unpolluted stream they have a poisoned legacy
fueled by corporate greed. But, Silverwater Creek can be reborn. Cleanup teehnotogie
[technologies] exist that can flush the chemicals from our once pristine creek. Pollution can be
reversed. But these solutions require something we are missing. A drive to fight, to preserve our
natural resources. The question was never can we save Silverwater Creek. It's will we save
Silverwater Creek.



