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Section 1: 

#1 "The air in the schoolyard, usually alive with the shouts of students and the thud of 
basketballs, now carries a different, more melancholic sound: the rustling sigh of dying leaves. 
Along the western boundary, where the ancient willows dip their graceful branches towards 
Blackwattle Creek, a subtle but devastating transformation is underway." 

Strengths: ■ Your opening creates a vivid sensory contrast between the typical lively schoolyard 
and the current melancholic atmosphere. ■ Your use of personification in "rustling sigh" 
effectively conveys the sadness of the environmental decline. 

Weaknesses: Lack of clear problem statement → Your opening paragraph takes time to identify 
the main issue affecting Blackwattle Creek. The reader must wait until the end of the paragraph 
to understand that urban development is the cause of the problem. 

Exemplar: The air in the schoolyard, usually alive with the shouts of students and the 
thud of basketballs, now carries the melancholic sound of dying leaves as urban 
development threatens to choke the life from our beloved Blackwattle Creek. 

#2 "We've seen a significant decline in the creek's health over the past five years," explains Dr. 
Eleanor Vance, a senior lecturer in environmental science at the University of Sydney and a 
long-time resident of the area. "Our studies indicate a 30% reduction in native riparian 
vegetation along this stretch of Blackwattle Creek, directly correlating with the increased 
impervious surfaces upstream." 

Strengths: ■ Your inclusion of an expert opinion adds credibility to your argument about the 
creek's decline. ■ Your use of specific statistics (30% reduction) helps readers understand the 
severity of the problem. 

Weaknesses: Limited local perspective → While the expert opinion is valuable, you could 
strengthen this section by including how students or everyday residents have noticed these 
changes. This would help readers connect more personally with the issue. 

Exemplar: "We've seen a significant decline in the creek's health over the past five years," 
explains Dr. Eleanor Vance from the University of Sydney, while Year 6 student Emma 
Thompson adds, "Our class used to spot fish every creek visit, but now we're lucky to 
see even one." 

#3 "The whispering willows, though weakened, still stand as a poignant reminder of what we 
stand to lose. The sluggish waters of Blackwattle Creek, though burdened, still hold the potential 
for renewal. The concrete creep doesn't have to be an irreversible tide." 

 



 
Strengths: ■ Your conclusion maintains the poetic imagery established in the opening, creating a 
satisfying circular structure. ■ Your tone shifts from describing problems to suggesting hope, 
which leaves readers feeling empowered rather than defeated. 

Weaknesses: Vague call to action → While you mention the possibility of change, your 
conclusion could be more specific about immediate actions that students and local residents can 
take to help Blackwattle Creek. 

Exemplar: The whispering willows, though weakened, still stand as a reminder of what we 
must protect. Join our weekly Sunday creek clean-ups or help plant native seedlings with 
the Northwood High Environmental Club to turn the concrete creep into a green revival. 

■ Your feature article effectively uses imagery and expert opinions to highlight the environmental 
challenges facing Blackwattle Creek. The contrast between nature and urban development 
creates a powerful theme throughout your piece. To make your writing even stronger, consider 
including more personal stories from students or residents who have witnessed these changes 
firsthand. This would help readers connect emotionally with the issue. Also, your conclusion 
could offer clearer, specific ways for readers to get involved in protecting the creek. Adding 
some quotes from students who are already working to improve the creek's health would inspire 
others to join in. Additionally, you might include a brief description of what success would look 
like - paint a picture of a restored Blackwattle Creek to motivate your readers to take action. 

 

Score: 44/50 

 

Section 2: 

The Whispering Willows and the Concrete Creep: Our Battle to Save Blackwattle Creek 

#1 The air in the schoolyard, usually alive with the shouts of students and the thud of 
basketballs, now carries a different, more melancholic sound: the rustling sigh of dying leaves. 
Along the western boundary, where the ancient willows dip their graceful branches towards 
Blackwattle Creek, a subtle but devastating transformation is underway. The once-vibrant green 
is fading to a sickly yellow, the soil beneath is hard and cracked, and the water itself, once a 
haven for small fish and darting water skinks, now appears sluggish and opaque. This isn't a 
sudden catastrophe, but a slow, insidious creep – the encroachment of urban development and 
its thirsty appetite for our precious green spaces, threatening to silence the whispering willows 
and choke the life out of Blackwattle Creek. 

For generations, Blackwattle Creek has been the lifeblood of our local ecosystem, a verdant 
ribbon weaving through our increasingly urbanized [urbanised] suburb. Students at Northwood 
High have conducted countless science experiments along its banks, observing the delicate 
dance of nature firsthand. Local residents have cherished its tranquil pathways and the glimpse 

 



 
of wildness it offers amidst the brick and mortar. But in recent years, a silent aggressor has been 
at work: the relentless expansion of concrete. A sprawling new apartment complex bordering the 
creek's upper reaches has diverted natural rainwater runoff, starving the soil and disrupting the 
delicate hydrological balance. Simultaneously, increased pollution from construction and 
overflowing stormwater drains is leaching into the waterway,diminishing its capacity to support 
life. 

#2 "We've seen a significant decline in the creek's health over the past five years," explains Dr. 
Eleanor Vance, a senior lecturer in environmental science at the University of Sydney and a 
long-time resident of the area. "Our studies indicate a 30% reduction in native riparian 
vegetation along this stretch of Blackwattle Creek, directly correlating with the increased 
impervious surfaces upstream. This isn't just about aesthetics; it's about the loss of vital habitat 
and the disruption of natural water filtration systems." Dr. Vance points to data collected by her 
students, highlighting a 45% increase in sediment and heavy metal concentrations in the creek 
water near the construction site compared to historical averages. These statistics paint a stark 
picture of the environmental toll exacted by unchecked development. 

Furthermore, the impact extends beyond the immediate vicinity of the creek. Mr. David Chen, a 
local arborist who has cared for the school's trees for over two decades, notes the direct link 
between the creek's decline and the health of the iconic willows. "Willows are water-loving 
trees," he explains, his voice tinged with concern as he examines a patch of brittle leaves. "The 
reduced groundwater infiltration, a direct consequence of the increased concrete, is stressing 
them significantly. We've seen a 20% increase in leaf drop and dieback in the willow population 
closest to the affected creek banks in the last two years alone. These trees aren't just beautiful; 
their root systems stabilize [stabilise] the soil and prevent erosion." His words underscore the 
interconnectedness of the ecosystem, where the suffering of the creek directly translates to the 
decline of the surrounding flora. 

The issue isn't simply one of ecological damage; it touches upon the very fabric of our 
community. Ms. Sarah Miller, a community organizer [organiser] who has spearheaded local 
environmental initiatives, emphasizes [emphasises] the social cost. "Blackwattle Creek isn't just 
a waterway; it's a shared space, a place where families connect with nature, where students 
learn, and where residents find respite. The decline of the creek diminishes our quality of life, 
eroding the green lungs of our community. We've seen a noticeable decrease in community 
engagement activities around the creek, a direct consequence of its deteriorating condition. 
People are less likely to visit a place that feels unhealthy and neglected." Her perspective 
highlights the intangible losses – the diminished opportunities for environmental education, the 
erosion of community spirit, and the growing sense of environmental neglect. 

The narrative of Blackwattle Creek is a microcosm of a larger struggle faced by urban 
communities worldwide: the tension between development and environmental preservation. Yet, 
despair is not an option. Understanding the intricate web of cause and effect, armed with data 
and expert insights, empowers us to act. We can advocate for stricter regulations on stormwater 
management for new developments, demanding the implementation of permeable paving and 

 



 
retention basins. We can organize [organise] community planting days to restore native 
vegetation along the creek banks, bolstering its natural resilience. We can partner with local 
councils to implement regular water quality monitoring and remediation efforts. 

#3 The whispering willows, though weakened, still stand as a poignant reminder of what we 
stand to lose. The sluggish waters of Blackwattle Creek, though burdened, still hold the potential 
for renewal. The concrete creep doesn't have to be an irreversible tide. By understanding the 
science, amplifying the voices of experts, and acting collectively, we can ensure that the 
whispers of the willows continue to grace our schoolyard and that the lifeblood of Blackwattle 
Creek flows freely once more, a testament to our commitment to a sustainable future. 

 

 


