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Section 1: 

#1 Strengths: Your vivid imagery creates a powerful emotional impact. Your detailed 
descriptions of environmental devastation help readers visualize the consequences of climate 
change. 

Weaknesses: Overreliance on metaphorical language → Your first paragraph contains too many 
dramatic metaphors in succession, which can overwhelm the reader and potentially diminish 
your message's impact. Phrases like "acidic wasteland," "acrid bloodstained gravestones," and 
"pernicious maelstrom of terror" might be too intense and clustered together, making your 
argument seem more emotional than factual. 

Exemplar: "Imagine walking across our planet to find dry, cracked ground and damaged 
ecosystems. Picture marine animals struggling in increasingly acidic oceans. This isn't a 
made-up scenario - it's the reality we're creating right now." 

#2 Strengths: Your personal connection through the grandmother's quote adds emotional weight 
to your argument. You effectively use rhetorical questions to engage your audience. 

Weaknesses: Unclear audience targeting → While addressing "companionable classmates and 
esteemed teachers," your second paragraph shifts between different audiences and messaging 
styles. Phrases like "How can you sleep at night knowing that your grandchildren will perish" 
might alienate rather than persuade your listeners, as it places blame directly on them. 

Exemplar: "I speak to you as both a fellow student and someone concerned about our 
shared future. When my grandmother said, 'This isn't the world I wanted to leave you in,' I 
realized climate change isn't just tomorrow's problem—it's ours to solve today." 

#3 Strengths: Your solution section provides specific, actionable steps for your school 
community. You connect local actions to the global problem effectively. 

Weaknesses: Limited scope of solutions → Your fifth paragraph focuses primarily on 
school-based initiatives without addressing how these connect to broader community or 
government actions. While mentioning the Green Team Committee (GTC), you don't clearly 
explain how this connects to larger climate action movements or how it might address the 
catastrophic outcomes described earlier. 

Exemplar: "Our school can become an environmental leader by installing solar panels on 
our roofs and creating a canteen garden that grows organic food while absorbing carbon 
dioxide. These steps, combined with monitoring our individual carbon footprints and 
expanding our Green Team Committee, can inspire other schools and communities to 
join us in tackling climate change." 

 



 
■ Your persuasive speech shows passion and creates powerful imagery about climate change's 
dangers. However, you could improve your piece by balancing emotional appeals with more 
specific, relatable examples. Try to include everyday situations your classmates might 
recognize, like how climate change affects local parks or wildlife they've seen. Also, your 
solutions focus mainly on school actions, but you could strengthen your argument by connecting 
these to your audience's daily choices. For example, explain how small changes in their routines 
can help the GTC's work. Your conclusion is powerful, but you might want to end with hope 
rather than fear to inspire action. Additionally, try to use a more conversational tone in some 
parts to better connect with your classmates. Your strongest sections include the vivid 
descriptions and personal stories – build on these by making them more relevant to your 
specific audience. 

 

Score: 43/50 

 

Section 2: 

Take a moment to pause your actions and envision an acidic wasteland unveiling parched 
grounds, and ruptured chasms as you walk on the planet. Envision acrid bloodstained 
gravestones of long forgotten aquatic animals floating on the ocean, acidified into corpses. 
Envision the thickening torrent of heat bouncing against the clouds. This isn't a hypothetical 
scenario existing in a dystopian world; this is the image we are painting right now. Look at 
Antarctica's glaciers, tranquil Gargantuas, decimated by the fumes produced by factories. Watch 
Mother Earth's fauna perish when faced with the extreme weather conditions and smoke that 
humans create. View the ocean, the beginning of all life, demonise] into the militant tyrant that it 
can be now, drowning coastal cities, and ebbing for more. These effects are already hinting at 
the oppressive future that is waiting to happen, and with each carbon dioxide particle we add to 
the environment, we further contort life. Do we want to drown our own homes? I implore you, my 
companionable classmates and esteemed teachers, to weigh the responsibility of climate 
change on our backs, for climate change isn't just a problem; it's a pernicious maelstrom of 
terror. #1 

Today, I speak to you not only as a fellow student, but as an advocate for what countless 
generations failed to do. We have burnt our future children's smiles, because of relentless 
wildfires. We have paralysed and struck our future children's hearts with piercing lightning. We 
have drowned our future children's conversations with typhoons. I once heard my grandmother 
sobbing as she said her last words, "This isn't the world I wanted to leave you in". How can you 
sleep at night knowing that your grandchildren will perish because of your actions? [How will we 
feel knowing that our grandchildren might suffer because of choices made today?] My very 
voice reflects everything the world has ignored, everything that has been deemed a problem for 
the future. But that future never comes. Climate change isn't tomorrow's issue. Climate change 
isn't for someone to do [to fix]. Climate change is our problem, and only if we start now, we will 

 



 
end before calamity strikes Earth [we can prevent calamity from striking Earth]. For, if not us, 
who else is there to step up and save the world? #2 

A deeper truth emerges still. In December of 2019, a devastating pandemic occurred, causing 
the deaths of almost 7 million humans. The same is happening with animals, as they feverishly 
panic upon sight of unnatural wildfires and cataclysmic tsunamis. Here in Australia, alive with 
the symphony of cacophonic cockatoo calls and rustles of dry Eucalyptus leaves, animals live 
teetering on oceans of gasoline, unknowingly waiting for their homes to be set alight. This fiery 
blaze is the pinnacle of doom, erupting from each plume of smoke released into the air. Our 
hope is dying. Our future is dying. Our world is dying. We have already started the sixth major 
mass extinction, with our pollution imprisoning the lives of animals, creating a dystopian vortex 
before we ever realised. Scientists from the Save Australia Organisation predict that if we 
continue producing carbon dioxide molecules, by 2100, 1 third of the cities off the eastern coast 
of Australia, such as Gold Coast will] inevitably sink under the ocean due to human caused 
typhoons, and the melting of Antarctica.This highlights that your impact alone may cause your 
children to be in an apocalypse when they see Earth, a deceased devoid inferno. Further 
research shows that multitudes of aquatic animals will die not from extreme weather, but the 
insidious acidification of the ocean, as the acidification rates reach a tremendous 150% larger 
than in millions of years. In 100 - 300 years into the future, we may even expect to see species 
extinctions from climate change. These statistics aren't just meaningless values, they show us 
that action upon climate change is not to be delayed, and that otherwise, we will see the 
malevolent, corrupted form of Nature, the one that destroys civilisations with a single footstep. 

Some may still argue that climate mitigation plans are economically unstable, creating financial 
problems and job losses, and could fail, wasting the large investments. I accept this perspective 
as it combines both the element of practicality and it looks at future negative possibilities, 
offering a unique outlook in this debate. However, this view does not acknowledge the long term 
problems of climate change, and focuses on the ephemeral problems of climate change. 
Though the path may be serpentine and labyrinthine it is essential to not fall into the trap of 
short-term success, as by doing this, we are fleetingly partying at the cost of humanity as a 
whole. 

So what must we do to abolish climate change from our world? We must transcend our school 
into an eco-haven, starting the protest against climate change. First, the barren roofs of our 
school must be armoured with glistening solar panels, harnessing the sun's gargantuan power 
into raw, green energy. Additionally, the canteen of our school needs to have a back garden, not 
only providing organic, nutrient-rich fruits, but also soldier-like flora that inhale carbon dioxide. 
Second, each of us must scrutinise our daily carbon footprint, including daily transport, energy 
consumption and product purchasing. Third, we must amplify our voices to a global audience, 
and persuade others to join the Green Team Committee(GTC). Together we can eradicate the 
climate crisis. [Together, we can make real progress against the climate crisis.] #3 

As I stand here, persuading others to join the GTC, remember that each passing moment you 
are letting slip by is a person lost to the future. Each minute that you waste is a city drowned to 

 



 
Nature. Each day that is ignored brings the rest of the world's work fall [to fall]. And so, as the 
sun dawns, I ask you, do you want to be the saviour of centuries to come, or the executioner of 
humanity, the demolisher of a triumphant species; the annihilator of a unique kind; the betrayer 
of a team. For if we let climate change unlock our doors of safety, where else in the vast 
universe is there another Earth to live on. This is our responsibility. Our world. Our opportunity. 
And your choice. 

 

 


