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Introduction to Selective School Writing
Assessment

The writing component of the Australian selective school entrance examination is designed to

assess a student's ability to express ideas effectively in writing. This section typically requires

students to produce a piece of writing in response to a given stimulus, which may be a

picture, quote, statement, or topic.

The assessment is rigorous and highly competitive, with markers looking for specific qualities

that demonstrate exceptional writing skills. Understanding how your writing is evaluated is

crucial to achieving top scores.

Why This Guide Matters

Most students prepare by simply practising writing. While practice is essential,

understanding the specific criteria that markers use to evaluate your work allows you to

write strategically, targeting the exact elements that will earn you full marks.

The Selective Schools Writing Assessment Format

The writing assessment typically allocates 30-40 minutes for students to complete their

response. During this time, students must:

Interpret the stimulus or prompt

Plan their response

Write a cohesive, engaging piece

Proofread and edit their work

The writing task may require students to produce a narrative, persuasive, or informative text.

Each of these text types is marked according to specific criteria, which we will explore in detail

throughout this guide.

How Selective Writing is Marked

Selective writing assessments in Australia are typically marked by experienced teachers who

follow a standardised rubric. Your writing is evaluated across several domains, including:

Content & Ideas

The quality, originality, and development of

ideas presented in your writing.

Text Structure

How well your writing is organised and

structured to achieve its purpose.



Language Features

Your use of vocabulary, literary devices, and

language techniques.

Spelling & Grammar

Accuracy in spelling, punctuation, and

grammatical structures.

Each domain is assigned a score, and these scores are combined to give your total mark.

Understanding what markers are looking for in each domain allows you to focus your

preparation effectively.

Understanding the Marking Criteria

The marking criteria used in selective school writing assessments are designed to evaluate

your writing across multiple dimensions. Let's explore each domain in detail.

1. Content & Ideas (40% of total mark)

This domain assesses the quality, originality, and development of ideas in your writing. It

examines how well you've responded to the given stimulus and developed your ideas into a

cohesive piece.

Score Descriptor

9-10

Outstanding

Highly original and insightful ideas

Sophisticated interpretation of the stimulus

Compelling and engaging content throughout

Rich, detailed elaboration of ideas

Demonstrates exceptional creativity

7-8

Highly Proficient

Original and thoughtful ideas

Clear interpretation of the stimulus

Engaging content with some compelling elements

Well-developed elaboration of ideas

Demonstrates notable creativity

5-6 Proficient

Some original ideas mixed with conventional ones

Adequate interpretation of the stimulus

Mostly engaging content



Score Descriptor

Adequate elaboration of ideas

Demonstrates some creativity

3-4

Basic

Conventional ideas with limited originality

Basic interpretation of the stimulus

Some engaging elements but mostly predictable

Limited elaboration of ideas

Demonstrates limited creativity

1-2

Limited

Predictable or irrelevant ideas

Minimal or confused interpretation of the stimulus

Content lacks engagement

Minimal elaboration of ideas

Little to no creativity demonstrated

2. Text Structure (20% of total mark)

This domain assesses how well your writing is organised and structured to achieve its

purpose. It examines the coherence, cohesion, and sequencing of your ideas.

Score Descriptor

9-10

Outstanding

Sophisticated and seamless structure

Excellent paragraph organisation with compelling links

Masterful introduction and conclusion

Excellent coherence and cohesion throughout

Sophisticated sequencing of ideas

7-8

Highly Proficient

Well-crafted structure

Strong paragraph organisation with clear links

Effective introduction and conclusion

Strong coherence and cohesion

Logical sequencing of ideas

5-6 Proficient



Score Descriptor

Clear structure overall

Adequate paragraph organisation with some links

Suitable introduction and conclusion

Adequate coherence and cohesion

Generally logical sequencing of ideas

3-4

Basic

Basic structure with some lapses

Inconsistent paragraph organisation

Simple introduction and/or conclusion

Some coherence but limited cohesion

Some logical sequencing but with inconsistencies

1-2

Limited

Minimal or confused structure

Limited or no paragraph organisation

Missing or ineffective introduction/conclusion

Limited coherence and cohesion

Random or illogical sequencing of ideas

3. Language Features (25% of total mark)

This domain assesses your use of vocabulary, literary devices, and language techniques. It

examines the sophistication and appropriateness of your language choices.

Score Descriptor

9-10

Outstanding

Sophisticated and precise vocabulary

Masterful use of literary devices

Excellent sentence variety and control

Engaging and authentic voice throughout

Language perfectly suited to purpose and audience

7-8 Highly Proficient

Well-chosen and varied vocabulary

Effective use of literary devices

Good sentence variety and control

Clear and consistent voice



Score Descriptor

Language well-suited to purpose and audience

5-6

Proficient

Appropriate vocabulary with some variety

Adequate use of literary devices

Some sentence variety and generally good control

Developing voice

Language mostly suited to purpose and audience

3-4

Basic

Simple vocabulary with limited variety

Limited use of literary devices

Limited sentence variety

Inconsistent or undeveloped voice

Language sometimes unsuited to purpose or audience

1-2

Limited

Basic, repetitive vocabulary

Few or no literary devices

Little to no sentence variety

Minimal voice development

Language unsuited to purpose or audience

4. Spelling & Grammar (15% of total mark)

This domain assesses your accuracy in spelling, punctuation, and grammatical structures. It

examines the technical correctness of your writing.

Score Descriptor

9-10

Outstanding

Virtually error-free spelling of sophisticated vocabulary

Excellent control of punctuation

Sophisticated grammatical structures used accurately

Demonstrates mastery of writing conventions

7-8 Highly Proficient

Accurate spelling with few errors even in difficult words

Strong control of punctuation



Score Descriptor

Advanced grammatical structures used accurately

Demonstrates strong grasp of writing conventions

5-6

Proficient

Mostly accurate spelling with some errors in difficult words

Generally correct punctuation

Correct grammatical structures with some attempts at complexity

Demonstrates adequate grasp of writing conventions

3-4

Basic

Frequent spelling errors including in common words

Basic punctuation with some errors

Simple grammatical structures with some errors

Demonstrates limited grasp of writing conventions

1-2

Limited

Numerous spelling errors that impede meaning

Limited or incorrect punctuation

Frequent grammatical errors that impede meaning

Limited awareness of writing conventions

Key to Scoring Full Marks

To achieve the maximum score across all domains, your writing must demonstrate

mastery in each area. The highest-scoring responses show exceptional originality,

sophisticated structure, advanced language features, and technical accuracy.

Detailed Rubrics for Different Writing Styles

Selective school writing assessments may require students to produce different types of

texts. Let's explore the specific criteria for each text type.

Narrative Writing Rubric

Narrative writing tells a story and is assessed on the quality of storytelling, character

development, plot, setting, and narrative techniques.



Top-Scoring Narrative Writing Elements

Plot & Structure

Engaging orientation that establishes

setting and characters

Well-developed complication or

problem

Rising tension through episodes

Climax that builds naturally from

previous events

Resolution that satisfies reader

expectations

Character Development

Multi-dimensional characters with clear

motivations

Character growth or transformation

Revealed through actions, dialogue,

and thoughts

Distinctive voice for each character

Reader empathy established

Setting & Atmosphere

Vivid, sensory details that create

atmosphere

Setting integrated with plot and

characters

Time and place clearly established

Setting changes to reflect story

development

Atmosphere enhances mood and tone

Narrative Techniques

Sophisticated use of narrative

perspective

Effective use of dialogue

Balance of showing vs. telling

Varied pacing to control tension

Use of figurative language and

symbolism

Narrative Writing: Common Scoring Pitfalls

Predictable or clichéd plots (e.g., "it was all just a dream" endings)

Flat, one-dimensional characters with no development

Excessive description that slows pace and reduces engagement

Too much action without emotional depth or character motivation

Inconsistent narrative perspective or tense

Persuasive Writing Rubric

Persuasive writing aims to convince the reader of a particular viewpoint and is assessed on

the quality of arguments, evidence, rhetorical techniques, and logical structure.

Top-Scoring Persuasive Writing Elements



Argument Development

Clear, sophisticated thesis statement

Multiple strong, relevant arguments

Each argument thoroughly developed

Counterarguments acknowledged and

refuted

Compelling conclusion that reinforces

thesis

Evidence & Examples

Specific, relevant evidence for each

argument

Mix of evidence types (facts, statistics,

examples)

Evidence clearly linked to arguments

Evidence thoroughly explained and

analysed

Credible and varied sources implied

Rhetorical Techniques

Effective use of rhetorical questions

Appeals to logic (logos), emotion

(pathos), and credibility (ethos)

Powerful language choices and emotive

vocabulary

Use of repetition, rule of three,

parallelism

Appropriate tone for audience and

purpose

Structure & Organisation

Compelling introduction that hooks

reader

Logical progression of arguments

Strong topic sentences for each

paragraph

Effective transitions between

paragraphs

Persuasive conclusion that calls to

action

Persuasive Writing: Common Scoring Pitfalls

Vague or missing thesis statement

Assertions without supporting evidence

Overreliance on emotional appeals without logical reasoning

Ignoring counterarguments

Repetitive arguments without development

Informative Writing Rubric

Informative writing provides factual information on a topic and is assessed on the quality of

information, organisation, clarity of explanation, and use of supporting details.

Top-Scoring Informative Writing Elements

Content & Information

Comprehensive coverage of topic

Organisation & Structure



Accurate and detailed information

Complex concepts explained clearly

Balanced presentation of information

Insightful connection of ideas

Clear introduction that previews

content

Logical categorisation of information

Effective use of subheadings (if

appropriate)

Smooth transitions between sections

Conclusion that synthesises key points

Explanatory Techniques

Clear definitions of technical terms

Effective use of examples and

illustrations

Comparison and contrast to clarify

concepts

Cause and effect explanations

Process descriptions where

appropriate

Language Features

Precise, technical vocabulary

Clear, concise sentences

Objective tone and third-person

perspective

Present tense for timeless facts

Formal register appropriate to topic

Informative Writing: Common Scoring Pitfalls

Insufficient detail or depth of information

Irrelevant information that distracts from topic

Overly technical language without explanation

Lack of clear organisation or structure

Inconsistent level of detail across sections

Exemplar Responses with Annotations

Studying high-scoring responses is one of the most effective ways to understand what

markers are looking for. Let's examine some exemplar responses across different text types.

Narrative Writing Example

Prompt: Write a narrative that begins with the sentence: "The door was locked, but

that had never stopped me before."



The door was locked, but that had never stopped me before.

I pressed my ear against the cold metal, listening for the telltale clicks of the

tumblers. Grandfather's lessons echoed in my mind: "Listen to the lock, Eliza. It will

tell you its secrets." My fingers, nimble from years of practice, worked the slender

picks with precision. Each subtle movement was a question asked, each click a

answer received.

The afternoon sun cast long shadows across the marble floor of the museum's east

wing. After hours, the silence was absolute, broken only by my measured breathing

and the whispered conversation between my tools and the lock. The museum

director would be furious if she discovered me here—but what she didn't know

about the Hawthorne Collection would fill volumes.

Finally, the lock surrendered with a satisfying click. I allowed myself a small smile

before slipping inside, careful to close the door silently behind me. The glass cases

gleamed in the dim emergency lighting, housing treasures from a civilisation long

forgotten. But I wasn't here for the gold or jewels that attracted the usual thieves.

My target stood alone in the centre display: the Hawthorne Codex, its leather

binding cracked with age, its pages yellowed by centuries. According to the museum

placard, it was a simple merchant's ledger from the 16th century. But Grandfather

had recognised the truth from the photographs in the exhibition catalogue—hidden

within those mundane entries was a cipher, a key to locating the lost archives of

Elizabeth Hawthorne, my ancestor.

A family legacy, stolen during the witch trials and scattered to the winds, now

reduced to this single volume, mistakenly classified and gathering dust. I

approached reverently, my heart pounding in my chest. Five generations of my

family had searched for this book, and now—

The sharp wail of an alarm shattered the silence. I froze, adrenaline surging through

my veins. This wasn't possible. The security system for this room operated on a

closed circuit; I had disabled it myself. Unless...

"Looking for this?" a voice called from the shadows. A figure emerged, holding aloft

a small black box—my signal jammer, now clearly ineffective.

I squinted in the low light, recognition dawning with a cold dread. "Professor Ward?"

My university mentor stepped fully into the light, his familiar tweed jacket

incongruous with the calculating look in his eyes. "Did you think you were the only

one who knew what the Codex really contains, Eliza? Your grandfather wasn't as

discreet as he thought."

The distant sound of security guards' footsteps echoed down the corridor. I had

moments, not minutes.

"The Hawthorne legacy isn't just your birthright," he continued, moving toward the

display case. "Some secrets deserve to remain buried."



I tensed, calculating the distance to both the Codex and the exit. Whatever secrets

the book held, they were apparently dangerous enough that my trusted mentor was

willing to betray me to keep them hidden. But if there was one thing my grandfather

had taught me besides lock-picking, it was that our family never surrendered easily.

"Well, Professor," I said, sliding my hand into my pocket where my second set of

tools waited, "that sounds like a challenge."

Annotations: Why This Narrative Scores Full Marks

Persuasive Writing Example

Content & Ideas:

The narrative presents a highly original scenario involving a museum break-in with an

unexpected twist. The protagonist's motivation (recovering a family legacy) adds depth and

complexity. The complication (betrayal by mentor) is unexpected yet fits logically within the

established world.

Character Development:

Eliza is well-developed through her skills, family connection, and determination. Her

relationship with her grandfather is established through memory, and her shock at her

mentor's betrayal reveals her trust and naivety. The mentor character subverts

expectations effectively.

Setting & Atmosphere:

The museum setting is vividly described with sensory details (marble floors, dim lighting,

cold metal door). The atmosphere is tense and suspenseful, with the contrast between

silence and alarm effectively building tension.

Language Features:

Sophisticated vocabulary and varied sentence structures are used throughout. Metaphor

("whispered conversation between my tools and the lock") and personification add depth.

Dialogue is natural and reveals character. The first-person perspective is consistently

maintained.

Structure:

The narrative follows a clear structure with an engaging opening, building tension, climax

(alarm and betrayal), and a resolution that leaves possibility for continuation. Pacing is

expertly controlled, with tension building gradually through the piece.



Prompt: "Schools should replace traditional homework with real-world projects." Write

a persuasive text expressing your view on this statement.

REIMAGINING HOMEWORK FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

For decades, students have trudged home with backpacks laden with worksheets,

textbook assignments, and practice problems. This traditional homework model has

persisted despite mounting evidence of its ineffectiveness and negative impact on

student wellbeing. It is time for schools to replace conventional homework with

meaningful real-world projects that develop essential skills, foster genuine

engagement, and prepare students for future challenges.

Traditional homework fails to accomplish its intended purpose of reinforcing

learning. According to a 2020 study by the Australian Education Research Institute,

there is minimal correlation between homework completion and academic

achievement in primary and middle years. The repetitive nature of traditional

assignments often promotes rote memorisation rather than deeper understanding.

In contrast, real-world projects require students to apply knowledge in authentic

contexts, resulting in more durable learning outcomes. When Year 7 students at

Brisbane West College replaced mathematics worksheets with a community garden

project, they demonstrated 28% greater retention of measurement and calculation

concepts than peers who completed traditional homework.

Furthermore, conventional homework exacerbates educational inequity. Not all

students have equal access to quiet study spaces, academic support, or resources

needed to complete assignments at home. This disparity creates an uneven playing

field where socioeconomic factors—not ability or effort—often determine

homework success. Real-world projects can address this inequity by incorporating

collaborative elements that can be completed during school hours, providing

necessary resources on campus, and allowing for flexible demonstration of learning.

When students' success depends on creativity and critical thinking rather than

home circumstances, we move closer to a truly meritocratic education system.

Critics may argue that traditional homework builds discipline and time management

skills. However, these same skills—along with more valuable competencies—can be

developed more effectively through real-world projects. When students undertake

projects such as designing water conservation systems, creating educational

podcasts, or developing community improvement proposals, they must manage

complex tasks, collaborate with others, solve authentic problems, and meet

deadlines. These experiences mirror the challenges of modern workplaces far more

accurately than isolated homework exercises. As Dr. Helena Chang, education

futurist, aptly states, "We're preparing students for jobs that don't yet exist, using

technologies that haven't been invented, to solve problems we haven't yet

identified."



The mental health benefits of transitioning to project-based homework cannot be

overstated. Australian youth mental health statistics reveal concerning trends, with

one in seven children experiencing mental health challenges, exacerbated by

academic pressure. Traditional homework contributes significantly to this stress,

reducing family time, limiting physical activity, and diminishing sleep quality. Real-

world projects, when properly structured with reasonable timelines and clear

expectations, can actually reduce stress while increasing motivation. When students

see purpose in their work beyond earning marks, intrinsic motivation flourishes. As

one Year 9 student from the Sydney Academy pilot program reflected, "For the first

time, I wasn't just doing homework to get it done—I was creating something that

actually mattered."

Some educators and parents fear that abandoning traditional homework will lower

academic standards. This concern, while understandable, is misguided. Real-world

projects can and should maintain rigorous academic expectations while making

learning more relevant and engaging. In fact, properly designed projects often

require deeper application of knowledge than conventional homework. The

Melbourne Education Collective's three-year study found that schools implementing

project-based homework saw improved standardised test scores alongside

significant gains in critical thinking, communication skills, and student engagement

—a win on all fronts.

The time has come to reimagine homework for the modern era. By replacing

worksheets and textbook exercises with meaningful real-world projects, schools can

foster deeper learning, promote equity, develop essential life skills, improve student

wellbeing, and maintain academic rigour. As we prepare young Australians for an

increasingly complex and dynamic future, we cannot afford to cling to outdated

educational practices simply because "that's how it's always been done." Our

students deserve better—they deserve homework that matters.

Annotations: Why This Persuasive Text Scores Full Marks

Argument Development:

The essay presents a clear thesis and develops multiple strong arguments (ineffectiveness

of traditional homework, equity issues, skill development, mental health benefits). Each

argument is thoroughly developed with reasoning and evidence. Counterarguments about

discipline/time management and academic standards are acknowledged and effectively

refuted.

Evidence & Examples:

The essay incorporates specific, relevant evidence including statistics (28% greater

retention, one in seven children), studies (Australian Education Research Institute,



Strategic Writing Techniques for Maximum
Marks

Understanding the marking criteria is only the first step. To achieve full marks, you must

apply strategic writing techniques that target specific aspects of the rubric. Here are proven

strategies for each text type.

Narrative Writing Strategies

1. Create Multi-Dimensional

Characters

Develop characters with clear

motivations, flaws, and goals. Reveal

character through:

Actions that reveal personality

Dialogue that sounds authentic

2. Master "Show, Don't Tell"

Instead of stating emotions or qualities

directly, demonstrate them through

specific details:

Telling Sarah was nervous.

Showing Sarah's fingers drummed against

her thigh as she repeatedly

checked her watch. A bead of

Melbourne Education Collective), expert opinions (Dr. Helena Chang), and concrete

examples (Brisbane West College, Sydney Academy pilot program). Evidence is clearly

linked to arguments and thoroughly explained.

Rhetorical Techniques:

The essay effectively employs rhetorical questions, appeals to logic (statistics, studies),

emotion (student wellbeing, family time), and authority (expert opinions). The language is

powerful and persuasive without being overly emotional. The tone is formal but engaging,

appropriate for an academic audience.

Structure & Organisation:

The essay follows a clear structure with an engaging introduction, logically sequenced

arguments, effective transitions between paragraphs, and a compelling conclusion that

calls for action. Each paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence and develops one main

argument. The conclusion effectively synthesises the main points and reinforces the thesis.

Language Features:

The essay uses sophisticated vocabulary and varied sentence structures. The writing is

concise and precise, with no unnecessary repetition. Formal academic language is

maintained throughout. The Australian context is appropriately referenced (Australian

Education Research Institute, Sydney Academy, etc.).



Internal thoughts and feelings

Reactions to obstacles

Relationships with others

sweat trickled down her temple

despite the cool air.

3. Craft a Compelling Opening

Hook the reader immediately with one

of these techniques:

Start with action or dialogue

Present an intriguing question

Establish a unique voice

Create an unusual situation

Introduce a mystery

4. Control Pacing Through Sentence

Structure

Vary sentence length and structure to

control pacing:

Short sentences for tension and

impact

Longer sentences for reflection or

description

Sentence fragments for emphasis

Varied sentence openings

Punctuation for effect (dashes,

ellipses, semicolons)

5. Create Sensory-Rich Settings

Engage all five senses in your

descriptions:

Visual details (colours, shapes,

movements)

Sounds (ambient noise, music,

silence)

Smells (pleasant or unpleasant)

Textures (smooth, rough, sticky)

Tastes (when relevant to the story)

6. Use Sophisticated Literary Devices

Incorporate literary techniques to

enhance your narrative:

Symbolism to represent deeper

meanings

Foreshadowing to hint at coming

events

Flashbacks to reveal backstory

Metaphors and similes for vivid

description

Motifs for thematic reinforcement

Persuasive Writing Strategies

1. Craft a Compelling Thesis

Statement

Your thesis should be:

Clear and specific

Debatable (not a fact)

Sophisticated in phrasing

2. Employ the PEEL Paragraph

Structure

Structure each body paragraph using:

Point: Clear topic sentence stating

argument

Evidence: Facts, statistics, examples,

expert opinions



Positioned effectively (usually end of

introduction)

Previews main arguments

Explanation: Analysis linking evidence

to argument

Link: Connection back to thesis or

transition to next paragraph

3. Balance Rhetorical Appeals

Use all three persuasive appeals:

Logos: Logic, reasoning, evidence

Pathos: Emotional appeals, personal

stories

Ethos: Credibility, authority, ethical

appeals

The strongest persuasive writing uses all three

appeals strategically.

4. Address and Refute

Counterarguments

Strengthen your position by:

Acknowledging opposing views fairly

Demonstrating understanding of

alternative perspectives

Providing specific rebuttals using

evidence

Showing why your argument is

stronger

Using respectful language for

opposing views

5. Use Rhetorical Devices Effectively

Enhance persuasiveness with devices

such as:

Rhetorical questions to engage

reader

Anaphora (repetition at beginning of

clauses)

Tricolon (rule of three) for emphasis

Antithesis (contrasting ideas in

parallel structure)

Metaphors to simplify complex

concepts

6. Craft a Compelling Conclusion

End your persuasive text by:

Restating thesis in fresh language

Summarising key arguments

Providing a call to action

Ending with a powerful final thought

Connecting back to opening (full

circle)

Informative Writing Strategies

1. Organise Information Logically

Structure your informative text using

approaches such as:

Chronological order (time sequence)

Spatial order (physical arrangement)

2. Use Precise Technical Vocabulary

Demonstrate subject mastery through:

Domain-specific terminology

Clear definitions of technical terms

Consistent use of precise language



Order of importance (most to least or

vice versa)

Problem-solution structure

Compare and contrast organisation

Avoidance of vague expressions

Appropriate use of academic

language

3. Incorporate Explanatory

Techniques

Clarify complex information through:

Examples and illustrations

Analogies to familiar concepts

Definitions of key terms

Cause-and-effect explanations

Classification and categorisation

4. Maintain an Objective Tone

Establish credibility through:

Third-person perspective

Neutral presentation of information

Evidence-based statements

Balanced treatment of topic

Formal register appropriate to

audience

5. Use Clear Transitions

Guide the reader through your text with:

Signal words for sequence (first, next,

finally)

Words showing cause-effect

(therefore, consequently)

Words indicating examples (for

instance, such as)

Words for comparison (similarly,

likewise)

Words for contrast (however,

nevertheless)

6. Link Ideas Across Paragraphs

Create a cohesive text through:

Topic sentences that connect to

previous paragraphs

Consistent pronoun reference

Repeated key terms and concepts

Parallel structure for related ideas

Summary sentences that bridge

sections

Using Sophisticated Vocabulary

Across all text types, high-scoring responses demonstrate a wide vocabulary. However,

sophisticated words must be used accurately and appropriately. Here are some

strategies:

Replace common verbs with more precise alternatives (e.g., "stated" → "articulated,"

"walked" → "ambled/strode/shuffled")

Use technical vocabulary specific to your topic

Incorporate academic transitional phrases (e.g., "In light of these considerations,"

"This perspective warrants further examination")

Include abstract nouns for complex concepts (e.g., resilience, integrity, solidarity)



Use adverbs sparingly but effectively to modify verbs precisely

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even talented writers can lose marks due to common pitfalls. Understanding these mistakes

and how to avoid them is crucial for achieving full marks.

1. Not Fully Addressing the Prompt

Problem: Many students write a pre-prepared response or only partially address the

given prompt.

Solution: Analyse the prompt carefully before writing. Underline key words and ensure

your response directly addresses all aspects of the prompt. For complex prompts, briefly

plan how each part will be addressed before beginning to write.

2. Ineffective Time Management

Problem: Running out of time results in rushed conclusions, inadequate proofreading,

or incomplete responses.

Solution: Allocate time before beginning: 5 minutes for planning, 20-25 minutes for

writing, and 5 minutes for reviewing. Use a watch to track time and stick to your

schedule. If necessary, simplify your plan rather than leaving your response incomplete.

3. Inadequate Planning

Problem: Diving into writing without planning leads to disorganised structure,

repetition, and underdeveloped ideas.

Solution: Always spend 3-5 minutes creating a brief plan. For narratives, outline the

basic plot, characters, and setting. For persuasive texts, list your main arguments and

evidence. For informative texts, organise your main points logically.

4. Overuse of Simple Sentences

Problem: Using too many simple sentences creates a choppy, unsophisticated writing

style.

Solution: Vary your sentence structures by combining ideas using coordinating

conjunctions (and, but, or), subordinating conjunctions (although, because, when), and



relative pronouns (who, which, that). Include complex sentences with multiple clauses

for sophisticated expression.

5. Limited Vocabulary Range

Problem: Repetitive word choice and basic vocabulary limit the sophistication of your

writing.

Solution: Develop a "word bank" of sophisticated alternatives for common words in

each text type. During revision, identify repeated words and replace them with varied

alternatives. Be careful to use new vocabulary accurately—misused sophisticated words

are worse than correct simple ones.

6. Surface-Level Development

Problem: Ideas are stated but not fully developed or explained, leading to shallow

writing.

Solution: For each main idea, ask yourself "why?" and "how?" to push your thinking

deeper. In narratives, develop characters' motivations and emotions. In persuasive

writing, explain the reasoning behind assertions and the implications of evidence. In

informative writing, elaborate on key concepts with examples and explanations.

7. Inconsistent Tense or Perspective

Problem: Shifting between past and present tense or between first and third person

creates confusion.

Solution: Decide on tense and perspective before writing. For narratives, past tense is

typically most appropriate. For persuasive and informative texts, present tense is often

used. During revision, check each verb for consistency.

8. Neglecting Revision

Problem: Failing to review your work means easily correctable errors remain in your

final response.

Solution: Reserve 3-5 minutes at the end for proofreading. Read through your work

looking specifically for spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors. Check for sentence

fragments, run-on sentences, and subject-verb agreement. Look for opportunities to

enhance language and clarify ideas.



Practice Exercises with Scoring Guides

Regular practice with self-assessment is essential for improvement. Here are practice

exercises for each text type, along with scoring guides to help you evaluate your work.

Narrative Writing Exercise

Prompt:

Write a narrative that includes the sentence: "That was the moment everything

changed." This sentence can appear anywhere in your response.

Planning Guide:

1. Decide where to place the required sentence (beginning, middle, or end)

2. Create a main character with clear motivation and personality

3. Determine what "changes" and why it's significant

4. Plan key events in your narrative arc

5. Consider sensory details for key scenes

Self-Assessment Guide:

Criteria Questions to Ask Yourself
Score (1-

5)

Character

Development

Is my main character multi-dimensional?

Are motivations and emotions clear?

Does the character change or grow?

Plot & Structure

Does my story have a clear beginning, middle, and

end?

Is there rising tension and a climax?

Is the "change" significant and meaningful?

Setting & Atmosphere

Have I included vivid sensory details?

Does the setting enhance the story?

Is the atmosphere appropriate to the events?

Language Features

Have I used varied and sophisticated vocabulary?

Are literary devices employed effectively?

Is my sentence structure varied?

Technical Accuracy

Is my spelling, punctuation, and grammar correct?

Is tense consistent throughout?

Is dialogue punctuated correctly (if used)?

Persuasive Writing Exercise



Prompt:

"Children should have limited access to technology." Write a persuasive text

expressing your view on this statement.

Planning Guide:

1. Decide your position (agree, disagree, or qualified agreement)

2. Identify 3-4 main arguments supporting your position

3. Consider at least one counterargument to address

4. Brainstorm evidence and examples for each argument

5. Plan introduction and conclusion approaches

Self-Assessment Guide:

Criteria Questions to Ask Yourself
Score (1-

5)

Thesis & Position

Is my position clearly stated?

Is my thesis specific and debatable?

Does my introduction effectively introduce the topic?

Argument Development

Are my arguments logical and well-reasoned?

Have I developed each argument thoroughly?

Are counterarguments addressed?

Evidence & Examples

Have I supported claims with specific evidence?

Is my evidence varied (facts, examples, statistics)?

Is evidence clearly linked to arguments?

Persuasive Techniques

Have I used rhetorical devices effectively?

Is there a balance of appeals (logos, pathos, ethos)?

Is my tone appropriate and consistent?

Structure &

Organisation

Does each paragraph have a clear focus?

Are transitions between paragraphs smooth?

Does my conclusion effectively synthesise

arguments?

Informative Writing Exercise

Prompt:

Write an informative text explaining the importance of biodiversity in ecosystems.

Planning Guide:

1. Define key terms (biodiversity, ecosystem)

2. Identify 3-4 main aspects to explain

3. Plan your organisational structure

4. Consider examples and illustrations for each point



5. Plan introduction and conclusion approaches

Self-Assessment Guide:

Criteria Questions to Ask Yourself
Score (1-

5)

Content & Information

Is my information accurate and comprehensive?

Have I defined key terms clearly?

Is the content appropriately detailed?

Organisation &

Structure

Is my information logically organised?

Does each paragraph have a clear focus?

Are transitions between sections effective?

Explanatory Techniques

Have I used examples to clarify concepts?

Are explanations clear and thorough?

Have I compared/contrasted where appropriate?

Language & Vocabulary

Have I used precise, technical vocabulary?

Is my language objective and formal?

Are sentence structures clear and varied?

Coherence & Cohesion

Are ideas connected logically throughout?

Have I used appropriate linking words?

Does my conclusion effectively summarise key

points?

Exam Day Strategies

Even with excellent writing skills, the pressure of exam conditions can affect performance.

These strategies will help you perform at your best during the selective writing assessment.

Before the Exam

1. Physical Preparation

Get a good night's sleep (8+ hours)

Eat a balanced breakfast with protein

Stay hydrated but not excessively

Arrive early to reduce anxiety

Use deep breathing to manage

nerves

2. Mental Preparation

Visualize yourself writing confidently

Review key writing strategies mentally

Avoid last-minute cramming

Practice positive self-talk

Set realistic expectations



During the Exam

1. First 5 Minutes

Read the prompt

carefully (twice)

Underline key words

in the prompt

Note any specific

requirements

Identify text type

required

Create a brief plan

2. During Writing

Stick to your time

allocation

Focus on quality over

quantity

If stuck, move to next

section

Leave space for

revisions

Write legibly

3. Final 5 Minutes

Proofread for

spelling/grammar

Check for missing

words

Ensure prompt fully

addressed

Add sophisticated

language if time

Check ending is

strong

Managing Test Anxiety

Quick Anxiety Management Techniques

1. Box Breathing

Breathe in for 4 counts

Hold for 4 counts

Breathe out for 4 counts

Hold for 4 counts

Repeat 3-4 times

2. Grounding Technique

Notice 5 things you can see

Notice 4 things you can touch

Notice 3 things you can hear

Notice 2 things you can smell

Notice 1 thing you can taste

3. Positive Self-Talk

"I am prepared for this test"

"I know how to write effectively"

"I can handle this challenge"

"One step at a time"

"I will do my best"

4. Physical Reset

Gently stretch your fingers

Roll your shoulders back

Adjust your posture

Take a sip of water if available

Relax your facial muscles

If You "Blank Out"

If your mind goes blank during the exam:

1. Acknowledge the feeling without judgment

2. Take three deep breaths



3. Return to your plan and focus on one section

4. Write something—anything—to restart your thinking

5. If needed, skip to a different section and return later

Remember: A brief mental block is normal and doesn't define your performance.

Appendix: Vocabulary Enhancement for
Selective Writing

Expanding your vocabulary is essential for achieving top scores in selective writing

assessments. This appendix provides sophisticated alternatives for common words,

organised by text type.

Narrative Writing Vocabulary

Category
Basic

Words
Sophisticated Alternatives

Movement Verbs

Walked
Ambled, strode, trudged, sauntered, meandered,

prowled, shuffled

Ran Sprinted, bolted, dashed, hurtled, charged, bounded

Looked
Gazed, scrutinised, observed, surveyed, examined,

peered

Said
Uttered, declared, proclaimed, articulated, asserted,

remarked

Thought
Contemplated, pondered, deliberated, reflected,

considered

Emotion Words
Happy

Elated, jubilant, ecstatic, euphoric, exhilarated,

delighted

Sad
Despondent, melancholic, forlorn, crestfallen, doleful,

disconsolate

Angry Incensed, fuming, seething, enraged, indignant, irate

Scared
Petrified, horrified, apprehensive, daunted, dismayed,

aghast



Category
Basic

Words
Sophisticated Alternatives

Surprised
Astonished, astounded, flabbergasted, bewildered,

dumbfounded

Descriptive

Adjectives

Big
Enormous, vast, colossal, immense, monumental,

substantial

Small
Minuscule, diminutive, microscopic, infinitesimal,

modest, negligible

Good
Exemplary, exceptional, superb, impeccable,

outstanding

Bad Atrocious, appalling, abysmal, deplorable, lamentable

Pretty Exquisite, stunning, resplendent, captivating, alluring

Persuasive Writing Vocabulary

Category
Basic

Words
Sophisticated Alternatives

Argument

Verbs

Shows
Demonstrates, illustrates, elucidates, substantiates,

corroborates

Says
Asserts, contends, posits, articulates, propounds,

maintains

Thinks
Hypothesises, postulates, theorises, surmises,

conjectures

Disagrees
Refutes, rebuts, repudiates, contests, disputes,

challenges

Changes
Transforms, revolutionises, metamorphoses,

overhauled, redefined

Impact Words
Important

Paramount, imperative, indispensable, quintessential,

fundamental

Bad
Detrimental, pernicious, deleterious, calamitous,

catastrophic

Good Beneficial, advantageous, propitious, salutary, efficacious



Category
Basic

Words
Sophisticated Alternatives

Big
Substantial, significant, considerable, extensive,

profound

Many
Myriad, numerous, abundant, copious, plethora of,

multitudinous

Transition

Words

Also
Furthermore, moreover, additionally, in addition,

correspondingly

But
However, nevertheless, conversely, notwithstanding, in

contrast

So
Therefore, consequently, thus, accordingly, hence, as a

result

For example
For instance, to illustrate, as exemplified by, a case in

point

In

conclusion

In summation, to conclude, ultimately, in the final

analysis

Informative Writing Vocabulary

Category
Basic

Words
Sophisticated Alternatives

Explaining Verbs

Shows
Illustrates, depicts, delineates, portrays,

characterises

Tells
Conveys, communicates, elucidates, expounds,

imparts

Makes
Generates, produces, constructs, fabricates,

synthesises

Helps Facilitates, enables, augments, enhances, expedites

Studies
Analyses, examines, investigates, scrutinises,

researches

Descriptive

Adjectives

Important Significant, crucial, pivotal, essential, integral

Different
Diverse, distinct, disparate, heterogeneous,

multifarious



Category
Basic

Words
Sophisticated Alternatives

Relevant Pertinent, applicable, germane, apposite, salient

Clear
Explicit, unambiguous, lucid, comprehensible,

perspicuous

Complex
Intricate, multifaceted, sophisticated, elaborate,

convoluted

Sequence Words

First
Initially, primarily, foremost, at the outset, to begin

with

Next
Subsequently, following this, proceeding to,

thereafter

For

example

To illustrate, as exemplified by, as evidenced by, a

case in point

Because
Due to, as a result of, owing to, attributed to,

stemming from

Finally
Ultimately, in conclusion, to summarise, in the final

analysis

Vocabulary Building Strategies

1. Create personal vocabulary lists organised by text type and purpose

2. Learn words in context rather than in isolation

3. Practice using new vocabulary in your writing regularly

4. Read high-quality texts in different genres to encounter sophisticated vocabulary

5. Use a thesaurus selectively, ensuring you understand the nuances of each word

Conclusion

Mastering the art of selective writing requires understanding both the marking criteria and

the strategic application of writing techniques. By familiarising yourself with what markers are

looking for and deliberately practising the skills outlined in this guide, you can significantly

improve your writing scores.



Remember that excellent writing develops over time through consistent practice, reflection,

and refinement. Use the rubrics and strategies in this guide to evaluate your own writing and

identify specific areas for improvement. Seek feedback from teachers or tutors using the

same criteria to gain additional insights.

As you prepare for selective writing assessments, maintain a balanced approach. While

technical accuracy and sophisticated vocabulary are important, they must serve your ideas,

not overshadow them. The most compelling writing combines technical proficiency with

genuine creativity, critical thinking, and clear communication.

Good luck with your selective writing journey. With the right understanding, strategies, and

practice, you can achieve the full marks you aspire to.

© Scholarly

For Australian Education


