
The Evolving Landscape of Selective School Tests
Understanding the changing competition and focus areas


Private School Migration

✏
English & Writing Focus


Rising Competition

How changing demographics and exam structures are reshaping the path to selective
schools
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Private School Trends Driving Change

Rising Private School Fees

Private schools are dramatically increasing their fees, creating
financial pressure on families.

$ Elite schools charging up to £51,000 per year (Years 9-10)

 Annual fee increases of 5-9% in 2024

 Cost of nearly £1 million to put two children through K-12 private
education

“
"Even when you go to a private school, you still need additional
coaching... amounting to even more financial burden."

Dramatic Shift in Enrollment

20%
Increase in independent

school enrollments (2019-
2024)

1%
Increase in public school
enrollments (2019-2024)

The Ripple Effect

As private education becomes financially unsustainable for many
families, more parents are turning to selective schools as a high-
quality alternative.


Key Implication
A new demographic of students with strong English and writing
skills is now competing for selective school places.

  Independent schools now educate approximately 20% of all students "This trend is predicted to accelerate in coming years"
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Changing Demographics of Selective School Applicants



Key Insight

This demographic shift is creating significantly increased competition in English and writing sections of the selective school test,
challenging the traditional applicant pool.

 Traditional Applicants
 Often from migrant backgrounds with a second language spoken at

home

 Typically stronger in thinking skills and mathematics

✏ May have had less exposure to advanced English writing techniques

 Usually attend public schools with targeted coaching outside
school

"The kids who did selective schools test were generally people
from a migrant background... English wasn't their primary
language."

 New Private School Entrants
 English is often their first and only language at home

 Benefit from excellent English and writing programmes at private
schools

 Strong literacy levels evident in NAPLAN results

$ Seeking selective schools due to rising private school costs

"Most private schools, especially the elite private schools, have
very good English and writing literacy levels."
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Increased Focus on English and Writing

Major Shift in Test Weighting

The selective schools test has undergone a significant structural
change, with English and writing now comprising 50% of the
total assessment.

Previous

English & Writing

→

Current

English & Writing

"I think it's the first year where English and writing now comprises
50% of the test... the most it has ever comprised before is about
33%."

Implications of This Change

✒
Writing as the Key Differentiator
Writing ability has become the primary factor distinguishing
students who gain entry to top selective schools.


More Complex Assessment
Reading comprehension now includes non-fiction, fiction,
poetry, and closed passage exercises with more complex
questions on tone, emotion, and character.

⚠
Changing Marking Criteria
The writing assessment has evolved to place greater emphasis
on content, stylistic features, and direct responses to the given
prompts.


Favouring Private School Students
This shift potentially advantages students from private primary
schools who typically have stronger foundational skills in English
and writing.


Key Insight: The increased weighting of English and writing is reshaping the competitive landscape, creating new challenges for
traditional selective school applicants.

~33% 50%
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Impact on Opportunity Class Students

The Traditional Path

Historically, strong performance in OC testing was a reliable
predictor of selective school success.


Reliable Progression
Students in top OC classes typically gained entry to top
selective schools due to consistent test formats and
weightings.


Thinking Skills Emphasis
Both OC and selective tests previously placed greater
emphasis on mathematical and thinking skills.

"If you did well in OC, it typically meant that you're going to do well in
selective because the weighting didn't really change."

The New Reality


"Rude Awakening"
Many OC students may discover that their previous success
doesn't guarantee selective school entry under the new criteria.

%
Weighting Shift
The 15% increase in English and writing weighting (from 35% to
50%) is substantial enough to significantly alter outcomes.

✏
Writing Skill Deficits
Many OC students who gained entry based on thinking skills
may have underdeveloped writing abilities that now hold
greater importance.


Increased Competition
OC students now compete with private school students who
often have stronger English and writing foundations.


Key Insight: Current Year 5-6 OC students need to dramatically improve their English and writing skills to maintain their expected
trajectory into top selective schools.
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The Growing Public vs Private Education Divide

Educational Quality Concerns

A widening performance gap between public and private
education is driving parents to seek alternatives.

Declining Standards
"The quality of student that gets turned out of the public
school system has gotten worse and worse over the last
5-6 years."


NAPLAN Evidence
Educational performance gaps are reflected in national
assessment results, with private schools dominating top
rankings.

"The flight from public schools is fueled by perceptions that there are
better resources and outcomes in the private sector."

Taking Responsibility for Your Child's Education


Strategic Educational Choices
Carefully consider pathways that provide quality education
without the excessive financial burden of private schooling.


OC Classes as a Middle Path
"Try to get them into an OC class... at least going to surround
them with other like-minded students."


Home-Based Enrichment
"If they don't get an OC, you have to do something with them at
home... your child is your responsibility."


Focus on Data and Trends
Stay informed about educational trends and be proactive rather
than reactive to shifting landscapes.


Key Insight: The shift towards selective schools represents a strategic response to both declining public school standards and
prohibitive private school costs. Parents must be proactive in securing quality education.
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Strategies for English and Writing Development

Why Early Intervention Matters

English and writing skills require consistent development over
time and are difficult to improve quickly before exams.


Start in Year 4-5 for optimal results, as Year 6 may be too late
for significant improvement

"Writing and English are one of those things where it's very
difficult to pick them up later on down the track."

Understanding Selective Test Writing

 More rigorous than most scholarship exams

 Multiple text types (narratives, persuasive, informative)

 Cannot rely on pre-memorised content

 Sophisticated assessment of style and structure

Practical Development Strategies


Wide Reading Programme
Establish a structured reading routine with diverse, challenging
materials.

Include quality fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and newspaper articles to
build vocabulary and comprehension

✒
Deliberate Writing Practice
Regularly write across different text types with targeted
feedback.

Focus on tone, emotion, character development, and stylistic features
that selective tests emphasise


Language-Rich Environment
Create opportunities for sophisticated discussions at home.

Encourage debates, discussions about current events, and exploration
of complex ideas to develop analytical thinking


Specialised Coaching
Consider targeted instruction that focuses specifically on
advanced writing techniques.

Look for programmes that emphasise creative thinking and authentic
writing rather than formulaic approaches


Parental Action: Taking responsibility for your child's literacy development is crucial, especially if they attend a public school. Even
OC students need additional support to meet the new demands of selective tests.
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Tailored Recommendations by Year Level

Y4

Year 4 Students

 Begin intensive literacy development now
for optimal results

 Establish daily reading and writing habits
across various genres

 Build strong foundations in vocabulary
and comprehension

 Consider OC class preparation while
maintaining balanced approach

  Prime opportunity for long-term skill
development

Y5

Year 5 Students

 Critical year for developing advanced
writing skills

 Focus on diverse text types and
sophisticated language

 For OC students: intensify English focus
to meet new selective demands

 Regular practice with tone, emotion and
character development

  Ideal balance of development time and
exam proximity

Y6

Year 6 Students

 Maximise existing skills; focus on exam
techniques

 Intensive practice with selective-style
writing prompts

 OC students: address any writing deficits
immediately

 Develop time management for the new
50% English/writing format

  Limited time for development; optimise
existing abilities

The Impact of Year Level on Strategy

“
"If your child is in Year 4 or Year 5, it is a good idea to get started on writing earlier rather than later because of this increased
competition... Writing and English are one of those things where it's very difficult to pick them up later on down the track."


Key Insight: The earlier you begin focused literacy development, the greater the advantage your child will have in navigating the
new selective school landscape with its increased emphasis on English and writing.
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Evolution of the Writing Assessment

How Writing Assessment Has Changed

The selective schools writing assessment has evolved
significantly, with far-reaching implications for preparation
strategies.

Past (Pre-2019)

Predictable
→

Current

Diverse

"The way writing has been marked over the years has changed
quite dramatically... if you compare how writing was marked in
2018-2019 versus the new exam, it's very, very different."

Historical Approach vs. Current Reality


2015-2017 Approach
"Back in 2015-2017, you could probably get away with just
rewriting or adapting certain narratives that you've written
before."

×
Current Reality
"Nowadays it's not possible to do that anymore because you
have a vast array of different topics, writing styles, and text
types that could be tested."

Key Changes in Writing Assessment


More Diverse Text Types
Students must now be prepared to write in multiple formats,
including narratives, persuasive texts, feature articles, and diary
entries.


Direct Question Response
Greater emphasis on answering the specific question directly
rather than adapting memorised responses to fit the prompt.


Stylistic Features Emphasis
Increased focus on sophisticated use of language, literary
devices, and appropriate stylistic elements for different text
types.


Content Quality Over Quantity
More emphasis on the creativity and uniqueness of ideas rather
than simply the volume of text produced.

Implications for Preparation

These changes demand a fundamentally different preparation approach
—one that develops versatile writing skills across multiple genres rather
than memorising set pieces. Students need exposure to diverse writing
forms and regular, structured feedback.


Key Insight: The evolution of the writing assessment, combined with increased weighting and changing demographics, makes
sophisticated writing ability the single most important differentiator for success in the current selective schools test.
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Summary and Action Plan

⭐ Key Insights


Changing Demographics
Private school students with strong English skills are increasingly
competing for selective school places.

%
50% English & Writing
The dramatic increase in English and writing weighting has
reshaped what constitutes a competitive application.


OC Success ≠ Selective Guarantee
The traditional path from OC to selective is no longer assured
without strong writing skills.

✒
Writing as Key Differentiator
Writing ability has become the primary factor distinguishing
successful selective school applicants.

 Action Plan for Parents

1 Start Early
Begin focused literacy development in Year 4-5, as English and
writing skills take significant time to develop.

2 Create a Literacy-Rich Environment
Encourage wide reading across diverse genres and establish
regular writing practice in different text types.

3 Take Personal Responsibility
Your child's education is ultimately your responsibility—don't
rely solely on schools to provide sufficient preparation.

4 Adapt to New Assessment Realities
Understand that writing preparation requires versatility across
text types, not memorised responses.



Final Thought
The selective schools landscape is evolving rapidly, with a dramatic shift towards English and writing excellence. By
understanding these changes and taking proactive steps to develop your child's literacy skills, you can provide them with the
best opportunity to succeed in this competitive new environment.
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