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Section 1: 

Part #1 

"The tranquil flow of Silverwater Creek—a ribbon of water that has cradled local flora 
and fauna for generations—is now marred by pollution, turning this once picturesque, 
flawless haven into a troubled landscape. Where the gentle lapping of water once 
harmonized with the songs of birds, there now lingers an unsettling silence punctuated by 
the unsettling truths of environmental degradation. Once a sanctuary for wildlife and a 
recreational space for residents, the creek now tells a story of neglect and contamination, 
posing an urgent call to action for community members and environmental stewards 
alike." 

Strengths: 

● Your use of vivid imagery creates a powerful contrast between the creek's past and 
present state 

● You effectively establish an emotional connection with readers through sensory 
descriptions 

Weakness: Hook development → While your introduction contains beautiful descriptive 
language, the hook could be more compelling and direct. The repetition of "unsettling" 
weakens the impact, and the paragraph feels somewhat generalized rather than 
immediately grabbing the reader with a specific, shocking detail about Silverwater 
Creek's pollution. 

Exemplar: "The tranquil Silverwater Creek—once teeming with fish and echoing with 
birdsong—now carries three times the legal limit of lead and falls silent as wildlife 
abandons its toxic waters, challenging local residents to confront an environmental 
catastrophe unfolding in their own backyards." 

Part #2 

 



 

"The Silverwater Creek pollution issue has surfaced as a clarion call for community 
activism and environmental stewardship. Over the past decade, alarming levels of toxic 
pollutants have infiltrated the ecosystem, with studies revealing hazardous levels of heavy 
metals, plastics, and untreated waste. According to the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP), recent water tests indicated that levels of lead in the creek's waters are 
three times higher than the federal safety standard, rendering the creek a significant 
health risk for both aquatic life and the nearby residents. As community members grapple 
with the implications of this alarming trend, it becomes clear that this pollution is not 
merely an environmental blemish; it is a growing threat to the very fabric of the 
community that draws its identity from this precious waterway. As local residents observe 
the deterioration of their cherished creek, a palpable sense of urgency hangs in the air, 
pushing them to advocate for change and restoration." 

Strengths: 

● Your incorporation of specific data and expert sources builds credibility 
● You effectively connect environmental concerns to community identity 

Weakness: Paragraph structure → This paragraph attempts to cover too many aspects 
without following a clear PEEL structure (Point, Evidence, Explanation, Link). The 
paragraph begins with a general statement but then introduces several different points 
without fully developing each one. The evidence about lead levels is valuable but isn't 
followed by sufficient explanation of its specific impacts before moving to new ideas. 

Exemplar: "The Silverwater Creek pollution crisis represents more than an 
environmental concern—it threatens community identity. According to the Department 
of Environmental Protection, lead levels in the creek now measure three times higher 
than federal safety standards, directly endangering the health of residents who have 
historically defined their community through their relationship with this vital 
waterway." 

Part #3 

"The environment demands our attention and action; we cannot afford to turn a blind eye 
to the plight of Silverwater Creek. While the road to restoration may be fraught with 
challenges, the community's unwavering commitment is essential to pave the path toward 
a healthier and more sustainable future. The transformation of Silverwater Creek 
requires not just words, but tangible steps toward rehabilitation. We stand at a critical 

 



 

juncture, and it is crucial for every resident to engage with ongoing discussions about 
pollution, participate in local clean-up initiatives, and advocate for stronger regulations 
to prevent hazardous waste from entering our waterways. Whether it's attending town 
hall meetings, collaborating with environmental groups, or simply spreading awareness 
online, every action counts. Let's come together as a community and reclaim our 
creek—restoring it to its former glory where children can fish, wildlife can thrive, and 
families can build lasting memories. The time for change is now; join us in safeguarding 
Silverwater Creek for generations to come." 

Strengths: 

● Your conclusion offers specific, actionable steps for community members 
● You effectively appeal to emotions by referencing future generations 

Weakness: Call to action specificity → While your conclusion provides several action 
items, it lacks a targeted, singular call to action that would create urgency and focus. The 
paragraph contains multiple suggestions without highlighting one clear, immediate step 
readers should take after finishing the article. The emotional appeal is present but 
somewhat diluted across too many different possible actions. 

Exemplar: "Join the Friends of Silverwater Creek's community clean-up event this 
Saturday at 10 AM, where your participation will help launch the first phase of our 
comprehensive rehabilitation plan—because every hour we delay, more lead seeps into 
the waters where our children once safely played." 

Your feature article presents a compelling narrative about the Silverwater Creek pollution 
issue, effectively incorporating many required elements like expert quotes, statistics, and 
descriptive language. The structure flows logically from problem identification to 
community impact and potential solutions. However, your piece would benefit from more 
focused paragraphs that clearly follow the PEEL structure, creating stronger arguments 
with better-developed evidence and explanations. Additionally, your descriptive language 
sometimes becomes repetitive, using similar adjectives throughout rather than varying 
your vocabulary for stronger impact. 

■ To enhance the depth of your writing, consider strengthening the contrast between 
opposing viewpoints—while you mention industrial concerns, this perspective could be 
developed more fully to create a more balanced presentation before persuasively 
countering those arguments. Also, your article would benefit from more specific 
examples of how the pollution directly impacts daily life for residents beyond 

 



 

recreational activities. Try revising your introduction to include a more striking, specific 
detail that immediately communicates the severity of the situation. Your conclusion could 
be more impactful by focusing on one primary call to action rather than listing several 
options. By implementing these changes, your persuasive lean would become more 
effective while maintaining journalistic balance. 

 

Overall Score: 44/50 

 

Section 2: 

Silverwater in Crisis: How a Once-Vibrant Creek Became a River of Ruin 

#1 The tranquil flow of Silverwater Creek—a ribbon of water that has cradled local flora 
and fauna for generations—is now marred by pollution, turning this once picturesque, 
flawless haven into a troubled landscape. Where the gentle lapping of water once 
harmonized with the songs of birds, there now lingers an unsettling silence punctuated by 
the unsettling [disturbing] truths of environmental degradation. Once a sanctuary for 
wildlife and a recreational space for residents, the creek now tells a story of neglect and 
contamination, posing an urgent call to action for community members and 
environmental stewards alike. 

#2 The Silverwater Creek pollution issue has surfaced as a clarion call for community 
activism and environmental stewardship. Over the past decade, alarming levels of toxic 
pollutants have infiltrated the ecosystem, with studies revealing hazardous levels of 
heavy metals, plastics, and untreated waste. According to the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), recent water tests indicated that levels of lead in the 
creek's waters are three times higher than the federal safety standard, rendering the creek 
a significant health risk for both aquatic life and the nearby residents. As community 
members grapple with the implications of this alarming [concerning] trend, it becomes 
clear that this pollution is not merely an environmental blemish; it is a growing threat to 
the very fabric of the community that draws its identity from this precious waterway. As 
local residents observe the deterioration of their cherished creek, a palpable sense of 
urgency hangs in the air, pushing them to advocate for change and restoration. 

 



 

Exploring the implications of this environmental crisis necessitates addressing the 
immediate effects on the local ecosystem. The presence of heavy metals such as cadmium 
and mercury has begun to devastate aquatic life; fish populations have plummeted, and 
native plant species are struggling to survive in waters rendered toxic. "We've seen a 50% 
reduction in fish species over the past five years," states Dr. Helen Montgomery, an 
ecologist with over 20 years of experience in freshwater ecosystems. "This isn't just an 
ecological issue; it's a direct threat to biodiversity and the chain of life that sustains the 
entire area." For the residents who have long relied on the creek for food and recreation, 
the reduction in fish species is more than a statistic; it symbolises an ecological crisis that 
reverberates through their daily lives. Frequent visitors have begun to notice ominous 
signs of decline, with fewer birds perched along the banks, vibrant wildflowers replaced 
by unsightly weeds, and the burdensome [oppressive] stagnation of once-clear waters. 
Such observations paint a grim picture of a once-thriving ecosystem that is now slipping 
away, prompting calls for immediate intervention to renew and revitalise the creek. 

However, the implications of this pollution extend far beyond the realm of ecology; they 
dramatically affect the human population residing near Silverwater Creek. Many families, 
who once found joy in fishing along the banks and wading through the water on sunny 
afternoons, are now paralysed by fear for their health and safety. Local resident and 
mother Sarah Hargrove poignantly expresses her concerns: "We used to spend our 
Sundays fishing and canoeing; now I wouldn't let my children anywhere near that water." 
This sentiment is echoed widely in community discussions, where an overwhelming 82% 
of residents reported that they no longer trust the creek as a safe resource for recreational 
activities. The transformation of the creek from a beloved recreational area into a site of 
concern has deeply unsettled the community, introducing a health paradigm [concern] 
that puts their children and families at risk. The ubiquity of unease signals that this 
pollution crisis is not merely an environmental crisis but one intimately tied to the 
well-being of the people who call this community home. As residents grapple with the 
implications of contaminated water sources, it becomes evident that the health of 
Silverwater Creek is irrevocably linked to the health of the community itself, 
underscoring a need for immediate action to address this burgeoning crisis. 

In light of these alarming circumstances, various stakeholders have been mobilising to 
combat this escalating crisis. Environmental advocacy groups such as Friends of 
Silverwater Creek have emerged at the forefront, initiating clean-up campaigns, 
educational outreach, and awareness drives to engage community members in the fight 
for their beloved creek. At a recent public meeting, local leaders laid out a comprehensive 
rehabilitation plan to address the pollution problem, urging the community to rally 

 



 

together in restoring the creek's health and vitality. The proposed strategy includes 
enhanced monitoring of pollution sources, initiatives to engage local businesses in 
reducing waste, and the installation of natural filtration systems designed to purify the 
water effectively. As Eric Lawson, a spokesperson for Friends of Silverwater Creek aptly 
puts it, "Collective action is key. We need everyone—families, businesses, and local 
government—on board to effect real change." This call for unity highlights the crucial 
role that community engagement will play in reviving Silverwater Creek. The future of 
the creek hinges on the ability of diverse stakeholders to collaborate, navigate 
bureaucratic complexities, and take decisive action to safeguard this vital natural 
resource. 

Yet amidst this groundswell of activism, there remains a counter perspective that warrants 
consideration. Some local industrial operators argue that regulatory interventions can 
impede economic growth, presenting an alternative viewpoint that may complicate the 
pursuit of environmental justice. They introduce concerns about potential job losses and 
reduced economic output if businesses are forced to implement costly environmental 
measures. "Balancing environmental protection with economic growth is critical. No one 
wants a polluted creek, but we have to be realistic about the costs involved," a 
representative from the Silverwater Industrial Association stated during a community 
discussion. While this perspective raises valid considerations about economic 
sustainability, it also poses ethical dilemmas about prioritising profit over public health 
and the environment. The challenge lies in reconciling these conflicting interests and 
moving toward a solution that permits economic development while fostering a 
commitment to the preservation and restoration of Silverwater Creek. 

#3 The environment demands our attention and action; we cannot afford to turn a blind 
eye to the plight of Silverwater Creek. While the road to restoration may be fraught with 
challenges, the community's unwavering commitment is essential to pave the path toward 
a healthier and more sustainable future. The transformation of Silverwater Creek requires 
not just words, but tangible steps toward rehabilitation. We stand at a critical juncture, 
and it is crucial for every resident to engage with ongoing discussions about pollution, 
participate in local clean-up initiatives, and advocate for stronger regulations to prevent 
hazardous waste from entering our waterways. Whether it's attending town hall meetings, 
collaborating with environmental groups, or simply spreading awareness online, every 
action counts. Let's come together as a community and reclaim our creek—restoring it to 
its former glory where children can fish, wildlife can thrive, and families can build lasting 
memories. The time for change is now; join us in safeguarding Silverwater Creek for 
generations to come. 
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