
MOVIEMOVIE
THE ART

Analysing Films for Young Critics



  Writing Prompt  Writing Prompt

Write a movie review of approximately 500 words for a recent film
you've watched. Your review should have an engaging hook,
introduce the movie's basic premise, analyse its plot and characters,
discuss its technical elements, and offer a personal reflection on its
impact. Consider how the film relates to your daily life or current
issues that are important to you and your peers. Remember to make
your review engaging and accessible for fellow students who might
be deciding whether to watch the movie. Incorporate at least 10
words from the provided vocabulary list.



 Movie Review
Writing Outline

 Movie Review
Writing Outline

1. The Hook: Capturing the Essence of the Film
2. Setting the Scene: Introducing the Movie
3. Plot and Characters: Bringing the Story to
Life
4. Technical Elements: Behind the Scenes
Magic
5. Personal Reflection: Connecting with the
Audience



 The Hook: Capturing the
Essence of the Film

 The Hook: Capturing the
Essence of the Film

- Techniques for creating an opening that
grabs the reader's attention
- Using powerful imagery or quotes from
the movie to draw readers in
- Crafting a lead that establishes the
review's tone and approach
rent theme



Exemplars:Exemplars:

1. "Imagine a world where your favourite video game comes to life, filled with thrilling
adventures and unexpected challenges. That's exactly what [Movie Title] delivers,
transforming the small screen experience into a big-screen spectacle that will leave
you breathless."
 
2. "Have you ever wondered what it would be like to have superpowers? [Movie Title]
takes that daydream and turns it into a rollercoaster ride of excitement, laughter, and
heart-pounding action that will make you believe anything is possible."
 
3. "In a world where social media rules our lives, [Movie Title] holds up a mirror to our
screen-obsessed society, asking us to consider the true value of likes, shares, and
virtual friendships. Get ready for a thought-provoking journey that might just change
how you view your online life."



Setting the Scene:
Introducing the Movie

Setting the Scene:
Introducing the Movie

- Providing context for the film's release
and its place in popular culture
- Highlighting key information about the
director, main cast, and genre
- Techniques for summarising the movie's
premise without spoilers



Exemplars:Exemplars:

1. "[Movie Title], the latest blockbuster from acclaimed director [Name], brings
together a star-studded cast including [Actor Names]. This action-packed adventure
is set to redefine the superhero genre for a new generation of movie-goers."
 
2. "In a surprising departure from their usual comedy roles, [Actor Name] takes on a
dramatic character in this coming-of-age story. Set against the backdrop of a small
town struggling with change, [Movie Title] explores themes of friendship, family, and
finding one's place in the world."
 
3. "Blending cutting-edge animation with a heartwarming story, [Movie Title] is the
newest offering from [Studio Name]. This family-friendly film takes us on a journey
through a fantastical world where imagination knows no bounds."



Plot and Characters:
Bringing the Story to Life

Plot and Characters:
Bringing the Story to Life

- Analysing the movie's storyline and its
effectiveness
- Discussing character development and
memorable performances
- Techniques for critiquing plot elements
without revealing major spoilers



Exemplars:Exemplars:

1. "At its core, [Movie Title] is a story about friendship tested by extraordinary
circumstances. The main characters, [Names], embark on a quest that challenges their
beliefs and strengthens their bond. Their journey is both thrilling and emotionally resonant,
keeping viewers invested from start to finish."
 
2. "[Actor Name]'s portrayal of [Character] is nothing short of transformative. Through
subtle expressions and powerful dialogue delivery, they bring depth to a character that
could have easily been one-dimensional. This performance elevates the entire film, making
even the quietest moments captivating."
 
3. "While the plot of [Movie Title] may seem familiar at first glance, it takes unexpected
turns that keep the audience guessing. The story cleverly subverts typical genre tropes,
offering a fresh take on [Genre] that feels both nostalgic and innovative."



Technical Elements:
Behind the Scenes Magic

Technical Elements:
Behind the Scenes Magic

- Evaluating the film's visual effects,
cinematography, and sound design
- Discussing how technical aspects
enhance the storytelling
- Techniques for appreciating and
critiquing the artistry behind filmmaking



Exemplars:Exemplars:

1. "The visual effects in [Movie Title] are nothing short of spectacular. From breathtaking
landscapes to heart-pounding action sequences, every frame is a feast for the eyes. The
seamless blend of practical and digital effects creates a world that feels both fantastical
and believable."
 
2. "[Movie Title]'s soundtrack deserves special mention. Composed by [Composer Name],
the music enhances every emotional beat of the story. From pulse-pounding chase scenes
to tender moments between characters, the score adds an extra layer of depth to the
viewing experience."
 
3. "The cinematography in [Movie Title] is a character in itself. Through clever use of lighting
and camera angles, the film creates a mood that perfectly captures the story's themes. Pay
special attention to the contrast between [Scene Description] and [Scene Description] to
see how visuals can tell a story without words."



 Personal Reflection:
Connecting with the Audience

 Personal Reflection:
Connecting with the Audience

- Sharing personal thoughts and feelings
about the movie
- Discussing the film's relevance to current
issues or trends
- Techniques for crafting a compelling
conclusion that encourages readers to
form their own opinions



Exemplars:Exemplars:

1. "[Movie Title] left me with a lot to think about long after the credits rolled. Its portrayal of
[Theme] resonates strongly with challenges many of us face in our daily lives. While
entertaining, the film also serves as a mirror, encouraging us to reflect on our own actions
and choices."
 
2. "As someone who grew up playing [Video Game/Reading Book Series], seeing this
adaptation come to life on the big screen was a dream come true. While it may not be
perfect, the film captures the spirit of its source material in a way that will delight fans and
newcomers alike."
 
3. "In a world where we're constantly bombarded with information and entertainment,
[Movie Title] stands out as a reminder of the power of storytelling. Whether you're looking
for escapism or thought-provoking content, this film offers something for everyone. It's a
must-see that will likely spark conversations with friends and family about [Theme/Issue]."



Vocabulary List Vocabulary List 
1. Cinematography: The art of photography and visual storytelling in films.
2. Plot: The main events of a film, devised and presented by the writer as an interrelated sequence.
3. Character development: The process of creating a believable character with depth, personality, and motivation.
4. Genre: A category of artistic composition characterised by similarities in form, style, or subject matter.
5. Soundtrack: The recorded sound accompaniment to a film, including music, sound effects, and dialogue.
6. Visual effects (VFX): The process by which imagery is created or manipulated outside the context of a live-action shot in
filmmaking.
7. Cinematographer: The person responsible for the camera work and lighting in a film.
8. Director: The person who controls the artistic and dramatic aspects of a film, visualising the script and guiding the actors and crew.
9. Protagonist: The main character in a film, typically the one the audience is meant to empathise with most.
10. Antagonist: A character or force that opposes the protagonist in a film.
11. Climax: The most intense, exciting, or important point of the film, usually the turning point in the story.
12. Resolution: The part of the film's plot in which the main problem is resolved or worked out.
13. Mise-en-scène: The arrangement of scenery and stage properties in a play or film.
14. Montage: A technique in film editing in which a series of short shots are edited into a sequence to condense space, time, and
information.
15. Narrative: The way in which the story is told in a film, including the order of events and the narrator's perspective.
16. Pacing: The speed at which a story is told, controlling the speed and rhythm at which the plot unfolds.
17. Dialogue: The conversations between characters in a film.
18. Exposition: The part of the film that provides important background information to the audience.
19. Foreshadowing: The use of hints or clues in a film to suggest events that will occur later in the story.
20. Theme: The central idea or underlying meaning of a film.



 Exemplar Response Exemplar Response
Swinging into Action: "Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse" Review
 
Imagine swinging through New York as Spider-Man! That's what "Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse" brings
to life in an amazing adventure. This animated movie, a sequel to "Into the Spider-Verse," is even better than
the first one!
 
The story follows Miles Morales, a teenage Spider-Man from Brooklyn. He teams up with Spider-Gwen and
other Spider-People from different universes to fight a powerful villain. It's action-packed and super funny!
 
What I loved most was seeing Miles deal with real-life problems while being a superhero. He struggles with his
parents' expectations and trusting himself, which many of us can relate to. The characters are awesome,
especially the new Spider-People we meet. Each one is unique and interesting.
 
The animation is mind-blowing! Each universe has its own style, and the action scenes are so creative. There's
one part where Miles falls through different universes, and it looks like a moving painting. The soundtrack is
also great, mixing hip-hop and orchestral music perfectly.



 Exemplar Response Exemplar Response

The movie talks about important things like identity and making tough choices. It shows that being a hero isn't
just about powers, but doing the right thing even when it's hard.
 
Sometimes the story gets a bit complicated with all the universes, and it ends on a cliffhanger that made me
want to see the next movie right away!
 
Overall, "Across the Spider-Verse" is incredible. It's exciting, emotional, and looks amazing. Whether you love
Spider-Man or just enjoy good stories, this movie is for you. It's the best animated film I've seen this year!
 
Rating: 5 out of 5 web-shooters!



BONUS
EXEMPLARS



EXAMPLES
Briefly summarising the plot or central

premise of the film without giving away
major spoilers.

Mentioning the genre and any notable
filmmakers, actors, or awards associated

with the movie.

Expressing your initial impressions or
expectations before watching the film.



"The Pursuit of Dreams" is an inspiring drama
that takes audiences on an extraordinary

journey of self-discovery, resilience, and the
relentless pursuit of one's dreams. Directed by

visionary filmmaker John Reynolds and
starring the talented and versatile actors, the

film has garnered critical acclaim and
received multiple awards for its powerful

storytelling and poignant performances. With
its thought-provoking themes and captivating

narrative, "The Pursuit of Dreams" is a film
that resonates deeply, leaving a lasting

impact on those who embark on this
cinematic adventure.

Exemplar



Captivating Analysis:
Delving into the Film's
Themes and Storytelling
Captivating analysis involves exploring the film's
themes, storytelling techniques, and cinematic
elements that contribute to its impact.

 By delving into the film's narrative structure,
character development, visual aesthetics, and
emotional resonance, you can provide readers with
a deeper understanding of why the movie inspired
you to take massive action in life.



EXAMPLES
Analysing the central themes or messages
conveyed by the film and their relevance

to your own life.

Discussing the director's artistic choices,
such as cinematography, music, or editing,
that enhance the storytelling experience.

Exploring the growth and transformation of the
characters and how their journeys resonate with

your personal experiences or aspirations.



Exemplar
"Within the framework of 'The Pursuit of Dreams,' the

film explores the fundamental human desire for
fulfillment, the courage to chase one's passions, and

the triumphs and setbacks that accompany such
journeys. Through the masterful direction of John

Reynolds, each scene is carefully crafted to immerse
the audience in the protagonist's quest for meaning,

evoking a range of emotions that mirror our own
pursuit of purpose. The cinematography, with its

sweeping landscapes and intimate close-ups,
beautifully captures the highs and lows of the

protagonist's journey, allowing us to empathise with
their challenges and celebrate their triumphs. The

soul-stirring soundtrack perfectly complements the
narrative, evoking a sense of hope, resilience, and

unwavering determination."



Personal reflections involve sharing how the film impacted your life and
inspired you to take massive action.



By expressing your personal connection to the film, its characters, or its

themes, you can demonstrate how it ignited a spark within you and motivated
you to make significant changes or pursue your own dreams.




 Personal Reflections:
Sharing the Impact and

Inspiration



EXAMPLES
Discussing specific scenes, dialogues, or

moments in the film that resonated deeply with
you and why they inspired you to take action.

Sharing personal anecdotes or
experiences that parallel the themes or

struggles depicted in the film.

Reflecting on the ways in which the film challenged
your perspectives, encouraged personal growth, or

motivated you to make positive changes in your life.



Exemplar
"As I watched 'The Pursuit of Dreams,' I couldn't

help but be profoundly moved by the protagonist's
unwavering determination and resilience in the

face of seemingly insurmountable challenges. Their
relentless pursuit of their dreams, despite setbacks
and naysayers, struck a chord deep within me. The

film's poignant exploration of sacrifice, passion, and
the transformative power of unwavering belief

inspired me to reflect on my own life and question
whether I was truly pursuing my dreams with the
same level of commitment. It served as a powerful
reminder that taking massive action, stepping out

of my comfort zone, and embracing the
uncertainties of the journey are essential

ingredients for achieving personal fulfillment and
realising my true potential."



Inviting Audiences: Encouraging
Others to Experience the Film

Inviting audiences involves encouraging
others to watch the film and experience
the transformative power that inspired

you.



By providing a compelling invitation,
including recommendations, words of

encouragement, or insights into the film's
universal appeal, you can inspire others

to embark on their own cinematic
journey.






EXAMPLES
Sharing your overall rating or

recommendation for the film and the
reasons behind your endorsement.

Inviting readers to explore the film's
themes and discover their own personal

connections to the story.

Expressing enthusiasm for discussing the film
with others and encouraging them to share their

own perspectives and reflections.



Exemplar
"If you are seeking a cinematic experience
that will stir your soul, ignite your passions,

and inspire you to take massive action in
life, then 'The Pursuit of Dreams' is an
absolute must-watch. Its compelling

narrative, exceptional performances, and
thought-provoking themes make it a truly

transformative film that lingers in the
hearts and minds of its viewers. I
wholeheartedly recommend this

extraordinary cinematic masterpiece, and I
encourage you to embark on this journey
of self-discovery and be inspired to chase

your own dreams with unwavering
determination."



By employing these
techniques and

conveying the impact
and inspiration of the

film through captivating
analysis, personal
reflections, and a

compelling invitation,
you can craft a movie

review that not only
celebrates the film but
also inspires others to
take massive action in

their own lives.


