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When I walk through Ridgeview Park these days, the sun feels different. It presses down 
harder, sharper, almost angry. The dappled shade that once danced on the footpaths has 
faded, and with it, the gentle sound of rustling leaves that used to feel like nature whispering 
in your ear. Greenhollow—once one of the greenest corners of our city—is losing its trees. 
And we’re not talking about a couple of backyard shrubs. We’re talking about tall, old 
eucalypts and paperbarks that have stood for decades, holding up ecosystems and 
memories alike. 

In the last two years alone, Greenhollow has lost over 12% of its urban tree canopy. This 
startling figure comes from the 2024 Greenhollow Urban Canopy Survey, and it’s not just a 
statistic—it’s a warning. As new apartment blocks rise and driveways widen, the leafy giants 
that gave our suburb its name are falling fast. If something doesn’t change soon, 
Greenhollow could become just hollow—missing the green that made it special. 

Dr. Lydia Kerr, an environmental scientist at the University of South Coast, explains the 
danger: “When mature native trees are cut down, it takes decades to replace what’s lost—if 
it’s even replaced at all. We’re talking about a loss of biodiversity, carbon storage, and 
natural cooling. Trees are not decoration. They’re essential infrastructure.” 

The consequences are already obvious. Last summer, Greenhollow experienced a record 
number of ‘urban heat days,’ with footpath temperatures reaching up to 52°C. That heat 
doesn’t just feel uncomfortable—it’s dangerous. And it’s a direct result of having fewer trees 
to cool the streets. 

But it’s not just heat. Trees soak up rainwater during storms, helping prevent flash flooding. 
They host native wildlife, from buzzing bees to sleepy ringtail possums. They even improve 
mental health—studies show that people living near trees are less stressed and more 
connected to their community. Take them away, and we all feel the gap. 

Some developers argue that growth is necessary and that tree removal is just part of 
progress. But progress doesn’t have to mean destruction. "We can design smarter," says 
local architect Jenna Lin. "It’s entirely possible to build homes around trees instead of over 
them. In fact, developments that keep greenery tend to be more desirable and better for 
long-term value." 

Community voices are rising too. Local parent and volunteer, Marcus Dean, helped organise 
the recent Ridgeview Park planting day. “We had families out with gloves and shovels, 
planting tiny saplings that could one day be the next generation of shade trees. It was 
hopeful. But we need more than feel-good weekends—we need policy.” 

That’s why residents are now calling on Greenhollow Council to take action. Stronger 
protections for mature trees, incentives for homeowners to keep green cover, and clearer 
rules for developers. We also need education—signs in parks, workshops in schools, and 
simple ways for people to report illegal removals. Change starts with awareness. 



Of course, not everyone is on board. A few property owners argue that native trees are 
messy, block sunlight, or drop branches. These concerns are real, but they can be managed 
with proper pruning and thoughtful landscaping. What can’t be managed is a suburb that’s 
lost its identity to concrete. 

The fight to save Greenhollow’s trees isn’t just environmental—it’s emotional. It’s about the 
places we played as kids, the trees we sat under to read, and the shade we walked in on hot 
summer days. When we lose trees, we lose more than nature—we lose part of ourselves. 

So what can we do? Speak up. Support tree-friendly policies. Join a planting group. Ask 
questions when a development goes up. Protect that old gumtree in your yard. 

Because once a tree is gone, it doesn’t grow back in time for the next generation. And the 
soul of a place, like Greenhollow, depends on the roots we protect today. 

 

 


