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Section 1: 

#1 Strengths: Your writing effectively captures the tactile sensations of sand between toes 
and the warmth of the sun. The simile "grains of the sand slide between your toes like 
warm sugar" creates a vivid sensory experience. Weakness: Overuse of colour 
descriptors. → In the first paragraph, phrases like "golden, soft sand" and "painted in 
strokes of sapphire and aquamarine" rely heavily on visual descriptions. While these are 
vivid, they don't fully explore the tactile dimension that would make the beach experience 
more immersive. The colour descriptions feel somewhat generic rather than specific to 
your personal experience. Exemplar: As you walk barefoot, each step sinks slightly into 
the yielding sand that massages your arches while the sun's warmth penetrates deep 
into your shoulders. 

#2 Strengths: Your use of unexpected sensory contrast with "the water is cooler than you 
expected, sending a little shiver up your arm" adds authenticity and makes the experience 
relatable. The taste descriptions are specific and evocative. Weakness: Limited 
exploration of emotional response. → While you mention the physical sensation of the 
cold drink and cool water, you don't fully develop how these sensations make you feel 
emotionally beyond the brief "reminds you you're alive and here." The potential for 
deeper reflection about what these sensations evoke is not fully realised in phrases like 
"the good kind." Exemplar: The unexpected chill of the water against your fingertips 
transports you instantly to childhood memories of first beach visits, that mixture of 
excitement and slight trepidation that made your heart race. 

#3 Strengths: Your blend of multiple scents creates a complex and realistic olfactory 
landscape. The phrase "that earthy scent of driftwood warming in the sun" demonstrates 
keen observation of specific beach smells. Weakness: Rushed conclusion. → The final 
sentences of your piece ("It's not just a beach—it's a feeling. Calm. Full. Free.") compress 
important emotional insights into short, fragmented statements that don't fully explore the 
depth of these feelings. This important culmination of all sensory experiences deserves 
more development rather than the staccato sentences that feel somewhat hasty. Exemplar: 
The beach envelops you in a tapestry of sensations that gradually quiet your racing 
thoughts, replacing them with a profound sense of connection to something timeless 
and boundless. 

 



 

Your sensory description creates a vivid beach experience through strong visual and 
auditory elements. The descriptions of textures and temperatures are particularly 
effective, especially when you contrast expectations with reality. However, your piece 
would benefit from more balance across all five senses. The taste and smell sections are 
shorter and less developed than the visual descriptions. Additionally, you could 
strengthen the emotional impact by connecting sensory details more explicitly to feelings 
and memories they evoke. Try expanding on how certain sensations trigger specific 
emotions or associations. Also, consider varying your sentence structure more to create 
rhythm that mimics the beach setting—perhaps using longer, flowing sentences for the 
waves and shorter, crisper ones for sudden sensations.  

 

Overall Score: 44/50 

 

Section 2: 

Shut your eyes. As you walk barefoot on the golden, soft sand, the sun's warmth caresses 
your skin, and the grains of the sand slide between your toes like warm sugar. The ocean 
shimmers beneath a cloudless sky as the horizon, painted in strokes of sapphire and 
aquamarine, stretches in front of you indefinitely. The sound of waves crashing against 
the coast reverberates like a steady heartbeat, and seagulls soar overhead, their wings 
slicing through the breeze like silver blades. The waves roll in and out in a steady rhythm, 
like the beach's own heartbeat. Each one crashes gently, then fizzes out in a whisper 
against the shore. Off in the distance, seagulls call to each other, and the rustling palm 
trees add a kind of hush-hush background music to it all. #1 

You can almost taste the sea in the air—salty, clean, and refreshing. Maybe you're 
holding a cold drink in your hand—something tropical with coconut and lime that cools 
your tongue and reminds you to just be in the moment. You crouch down, letting your 
fingers trail through the foamy edge of a wave. The water is cooler than you expected, 
sending a little shiver up your arm. But it's the good kind—the kind that reminds you 
you're alive and here. #2 

There's this amazing blend of smells all around: ocean breeze, sunscreen, maybe someone 
grilling something nearby, and that earthy scent of driftwood warming in the sun. It's like 
summer bottled up and set free. It's not just a beach—it's a feeling. Calm. Full. Free. Like 

 



 

time doesn't matter, and for once, neither do worries. Just you, your senses, and the sea. 
#3 
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